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TO 

THE MOST NOBLE 

THE 



MARCHIONESS of HERTFORD. 



Madam, 

1 FEAR I may he acaised of presumpfion, 
in dedicating to your Ladyship a Work 
which may^ at first sight, appear to he pos* 
sessed of little literary value. It i^ to he 
considered, however, that the original is the 
production of a Native of the East, unac- 
quainted ivith the. sciences of Europe, whose 
only ohject v^as to inform and improve his 
countrymen, hy a candid and simple narra- 
tive of what he sdiv, heard, and thought, 
during his Travels. 

The remarhs of such an observer, on the 
Imvs, manners, and customs of the different 






IV DEDICATION. 

countries of Europe^ particularly on those of 
our own, can never he zmthout their interest 
and importance to an enlightened mind : and 
I am therefore encouraged to hope, that your 
ladyships after making due allowance for 
the disadvantages of a translation, may be 
induced to honour them tmth your counte- 
nance and protection. 

I have the honour to be, 

Your Ladyship's most obedient . 
and devoted Servant, 

Charles Stewart. 



Hertford, 



TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 

I WILL not trespass on the time of the 
Reader, by any apology for introducing to 
him the following Work. The free re- 
marks of an intelligent Foreigner, and 
especially of an Asiatic^ on . our lawSi 
customs, and manners, when they are ascer- 
tained to be genuine, must always be cou* 
sidered as an object of liberal curiosity. 

The Author of these Travels was so 
well known in London, in the years 
1800 and I80l, under the title of 216^ 
Persian Prince, and has so clearly related 
the principal incidents of his life in the 
introdyction and course of his narrative, 
that it . is unnecessary to enter further 
into his personal history in this place ; and 
it only remains for me to give some account 
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of the Mmiiispript firom which the Trms^ 
kti<m was^ maicfe. - 

For several months after the Author's 
return to Bengal, he was without any 
empl63aftent ; during which time he re- 
vised his'Not€S^ and (Compiled his Nar-* 
rative. He then employed several Katibs 
(writers) to transcribe a certain number 
bf copies under his own inspection, which 
toe distributed to his most intimate friendsl 
One of these correct copies was presented 
by the Author to Captain Joseph Taylor, 
qf the Bengal Artillery, who, in the year 
l8o6, had a correct transcript taken of 
it at AUabsibad, by Mirza Mohammed 
S^adik Moon^by; which copy he gave to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Lennon, who brought 
it to England in the following year, and 
from whom it came into my hands* 

' The Manuscript consists of three small 
octavo volumes, written in a neat hand ; 
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whicfa^ for the satisfaction of Buiy parsons 
who may hkve doubts of its authenticitjF, 
will be deposited with Messrs. Longman 
& Co. Booksellers, for three months. 

With respect to the Translation, I 
shall only say> that I have endeavoured to 
render it as literal^as the dilferent idioms 
of the two languages would permit : and> 
except in, a very few instance, for which 
I trust I ^hall be pardoned by the Reader^ 
I have ndt ventured to curtail or ^ornit 
any paart of the narrative. 

The subjects so curtailed are ; Rrst, 
the poetica! effusions of the Author, 
which, in the original, occupy a humbeif 
of pages. Secondly, the long lists of 
his- friends, at the principal places he 
visited. Thirdly, a dissertation' oh ana- 
tomy : and Fourthly, a long description 
of a garden hot-house. These are the 
only articles that have been omitted. 
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r In some places, I have been undet 
the necessity of transposing the Chapters, 
in order to preserve a connexion between 
the subjects ; an object little attended to 
by Oriental writers in general. 

We have several books of fictitious 
travels, ascribed to natives of the. East; 
bqt, I. believe, this is the first time the 
genuine opinions of an Asiatic, respect- 
ing the institutions of Europe, have ap- 
peared in the English language; and, as 
such, I trust they will be received with 
proportionate interest by the Public. 

1 take this opportunity of returning 
my public thanks to Mr* Northcote, for 
tlje readiness with which he lent the 
Portrait, from which the Engraving of 
the Author has been taken. 

Hertford, May 1810. 



C O N T E NTS. 



UOllODtJGTIOMr. 

Aftbr thanksgiving to God^ and pfaise of Mohaimnedl^ 
the Author details his reasons for publishing the account 
of his Travels. •-------.- vol. i.'3 — 5. 

VOL. I. CHAP. I. 

The Author gives an account of his ortgiiv, and of his fatni^. ' 
His father becomes a favourite of Abul Munsur Kha^ 
Sufder Jung, Nabob of Oude — is appointed deputy to the 
Nabob's nephew. The Nabob dies — is sticceeded by his 
son Shujaa ad Dcrwlel^ who becomes jealo^ia of his cousin^ 
and arrests and puts him to death — suspicious of the 
adherent! of the deceased-^ be attempts to seize the 
author's father, who fUes tq Bengal. ^ The^eaxthar*s 
journey to join his father at Moorshedabad. His fether 
dies. The Nabob Shujaa ad Dowleh dies — is succeeded 
\>y his son Assuf ad Dowleh, whose minister invites the 
author to return to Lucknow, and bestows on him the 
appointment of Aumildar, or collector of the reveniies. 
The Dfiinister dies — his succeteor inimical to the autY^r, 
who is superseded, and retures to Lucknow — appointed 
an assistant to Colonel Hannay, collector of Gomickpbre — 
IS removed from his office, and returns to Ludknow. 
Insurrections in Oude. The author consulted by the 
VOL. I. A 



CONTENTS. 

English on the state of afFairs^ — U emplo^fied tp Teikice 
Rajah Biilbudder Sing— surprizes the Rajah's camp. En- 
mity of the .minister,: Hydec Beg Khan, The author 
proceeds to Calcutta— is well received by the Govateor- 
General— -settles in Calcutta. Lord Cormvdlxs reoem- 
mends the author to the British Resident, and to-the 
Nabob, at Lucknow. Lord Comwallis leaves Indial. IThe 
Nabob quarrels 4 with the Rondent, and dismisses the 
lauthcH;, who:iretunis to. Calcutta -^being unhappy, ' is in- 
vited; to make a. voyage to Europe— agrees -'-•stakes his 
: {>a6iage— the ship is bumt-'^he engages another vessel. -* - 

VOL. I. . 7 — 19- 
€HAF. If . ^ 

Ilw^^UtfcQr lea^Caicutta'^arrives at Kedjca:ee — embarks 

, pa,))oard a vessel boiiod to Denmark. « Description of the 

ship— :ch^cter of. the captain and cheers. Tlje ship 

. fails tp the mou^ of tl^e river, ^mbaigo-rr- disagreeable 

jtat^ of suspepse. Au English vessel bqmed whil^ at 

.anchor — ^^plundered by the Danish captain. The Freuch 

j6*igate La.Foste captured by an English frigate, l^oth of 

which pass up the river. The embargo taken off. .The 

author proceeds on his voyage. - - - - - lb. 20 — 27- 

CHAP. in. 
Commencement of the voyage. The captaiii finds k requisite 
•to go to the Nicobar Islaids for water. Phaenomfena.* 
Description of the Nicobar Islands — their prodtere, 
inhabitants, &c. Several of the Lascars, or Iddian 
saikov, desert the ship, and conceal themsehes in the 
woods-* brought back by the natives — mfamods conduct 
<}f the captain on this ocqaston. Th«^«l^)eavibs|diei9lAids. 



:*'>i|to vtBfticai ' • 'CatoiS. Ptiki* «!*. Eqoindctial line. Cu- 

r/floiig cerdmohy oil passing the line; Sho^of flying fish. 

':>^P!radei<ifoidsr' 'The ship passes the longitudes of the 

-^idfilHndsr)of>iMaiiritiiis and Madagascar. Gale of wind. 

iSofierings of the author. Discover the coast of Africa. 

. /Whalea apptoach the vessel See the l^ble Mountain of 

' \Sxe Cape of Good Hope. The captain resolves to go into 

- ; the port. The ship carrried to the southward \)y the ctir- 

-rent. \Pi;eadfiil atorm*^ The author's reflections. The 

vessel loses her reckoning — is in great distress-^gain dis- 

covecs the land — anchcMrs, in False Bay. - «• vol. KT^9«n^$4. 

CHAP. IV. ' 

The Author disembarks, and hires lodgings at False Say— 1- 

descriptioin of his landlord arid fimily — is hospitably re- 

' xeivedby the Commandant of the British troops — ^niafked 

'^ attefttioh of the oflticei-s" of the iRoyal navy— improper 

'"' dftcrdtict of his landlord— he determines on proceeding to 

'Cape Town — account of his jbumey. JDescription olf ' the 

'■ tiwh/atfd^-emailv's bccasioried thereby. Character oi^ {he 

~ ^l)utdh inhabitants,' and their conduct to slaves. t)escnp- 

tfon of the climate, and of the country in the vicinity of 

the Gape 5 also of tlie fruits, vegetables, animals, and 

..j.otl^r prodiactions. People of varioo? nations settled Bt 

tiijfcbe. .Cape- The author meets with' sewral Moham- 

.^., iietEidwM. Panegyric on Genend Duadajs and the British 

r,cf^f:es»i The author sdla his slave and «ome tjther pro- 

c.ripe^je/H»<Mrder. to support km expenses*; . Tbe Panish ship 

i iitflrought'fiom. False Bay tcvTable B«y^h«r jc;^iii prose- 

,oC^t^ifer, pWdertog tbe veflsul in the.rivtar Gangicai :and 
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his ship thereby preventpAfirpm proceeding on her voyage. 
The other passengers prosecute the captain^ an4 recover, 
half the sum they had paid. The author takes his pas- 
sage for England. -------- vol. i. 56-— 76. 

CHAP. V. 

Tile Author quits the Cape, and embarks on board the 
Britannia. ^Description of the ship, and character of Oie 
^ptaiHt Discover St. Helena — anchor in the port^-de- 

- scription of the island, town, and fortifications — hospitable 

. and .friendly^ conduct of the Grovemor. Leave St. Helena. 

jPas9-idi6 Island of Ascension — some account thereof. 

Recross the equinoctial line.- Anecdote related by the 

:f:ap^ijM^v iJ^li^ in withiian American, and an Hambui^. 

xV-^s^lv Agaii^^e the polar star — pass a fleet of outward- 

bpuj^ |jidiaflieA-r-pa!^ the Canaries, and the- entrance to 

, tlw,fld«Jite??;ai>ea» Sea, Arrive at the mouth of the En- 

gUsih Ch!apnel**-contra^. wind— obliged to bear away for 

^ Jpid) or St.,(Jeorge*s Channel. Fall in with an overaet 

. ;f ^sel. , Cold and disagreeable weather. The o^Ktsdn 

determine^ ;to enter the Cove of Cork. - - lb. 78-^. 

CHAP. VI. 

The ship arrives opposite the town of Cove, and casts m- 
cjipr. Descriptioa of the bay. The .Author lands at the 
tqwn^ and is. hospitably treated' — visits the city of Qork, 
wWch he. 4e8qribes — returns to the ship, and det^niMa^s 
on visiting Lord CornvalEs at Dublin —quits the .sJWp, 
^^.ds^^P^*^ foECorkji wh^re he visits Captain BrrrT. Dip- 
^scription of that .gentknian'sjiouse and family. Tbe/(mt^r 
sets out for Publiii-*r?.(:coupt of hi$ journey, , Ib-^Trr^iQp. 



-'•:'•' ■ CHAP. Vli, " '"'■ • '■ 

The Author arrives at Dublin, and hires lodgings. De- . 

scription of the city, and of the interior of the houses. 

Lighting of the streets at night. Squares. Infatuation , 

of Europeans respectmg^ Statues. Account of Phoenix 
. Piaik-^the Light-house and Pier — the river, and canals. 
' Description of the College — Parliament House— Custom 

House, and Exchange — Churches*- Barracks, and Hob- 
: pitals. The author visits the Theatre^— hid accof!*bt of 

an Harlequin entertainment, ahd other '^blic exhibitkitos. 
' . vpt.i. 109— ri34. 

CHAP. Vlil. 

Character of the Irish. Caricatures. Troidblesomc cu- 
riosity of the common people. Heavy fell of 9Dt6w. 

: Si^vere icold.' Climate of Ir&knd-^ advantages thereof. 
Skating. Account of the author's particidar fiiends or 
•patrons. Mode of living of the Irish. The authbr leaves 

' Dublin — his passage to England— he kiids at Hblfhttid. 
Description of Wales, aftd of the city of Chester. T^e 
author arrives in London. ^ • - - '■- lb. 135^-^ f ^7, 

CHAP. tX. 

The Authoi^ hires lodgings in London.' liiterviewwitii 
•Ae-Prtwident of the Board of Controul. Is introduced 
.ii^'CoiMiS—' Attention of the Prinee^, arid of the Nobility. 
^Fiablfe amusements. The author's brigiti^ view in 
veeteifig to England — ^disappointftiienlf-^ compensated ' by 
tfae kihdri^si of his ifriends. ' He visits Wilidsoir^-^'amves 
•M^^Oj^rd -^account of' that UnivferbHy— jprbceed^^ 'to 
^feTlhicibf -fc- dftjcHption ck' the pork indt hoiie — visits 



IV DEDICATION. 

countries of Europe, particularly on those of 
our own, can never be tvithout their interest 
and importance to an enlightened mind: and 
I am therefore encouraged to hope, that your 
Ladyship, after mahing due allowance for 
the disadvantages of a translation, may be 
induced to honour them with your counte- 
nance and protection. 

I have the honour to be, 

Your Ladyship's most obedient . 
and devoted Servant, 

Charles Stewart. 



Hertford, 



TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 

I wijLL not trespass on th<; time of the 
Reader, by any apology for introducing to 
him the following Work. The free re- 
marks of an intelligent Foreigner, and 
especially of an Asiatic, on . our lawSj 
customs, and manners, when they are ascer- 
tained to bd genuine, must always be con* 
sidered as an object of liberal curiosity. 

The Author of these Travels was so 
well known in London, in the years 
1800 and l8oi, under the title of The 
Persian Prince, and has so clearly related 
the principal incidents of his life in the 
introdwction and course of his narrative, 
that it . is unnecessary to enter further 
into his personal history in this place ; and 
it only remains for me to give some account 
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of die Manuscript from which the Tfms^ 

For several months after the Authors 
return to Bengal, he was without any 
employiftent ; during which time he re- 
Vised his Not^s, and compiled his Nar* 
rative. He then employed several Katibs 
(writers) to transcribe a certain humber 
of copies under his own inspection, which 
be distributed to his most intimate friendsl 
Oiie of these correct copies was presented 
by the Author to Captain Joseph Taylor, 
qf the Bengal Artillery, who, in the year 
i8o6, had a correct transcript taken of 
it at Allabstbad, by Mirza Mohammed 
^adik Mpon^by; which copy he gave to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Lennon, who brought 
it to England in the following year, and 
from whom it came into my hands* 

* The Manuscript consists: of three small 
octavo volumes, written in a neat hand ; 
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w:hich^ for the satisfaction of any" persons 
who may halve doubts of its authenticity, 
will be deposited with Messrs. Longman 
& Co. Booksellers, for three months. 

With respect to the Translation, I 
shaH only say> that I have endeavoured to 
render it as literal as the diluent idioms 
of the two languages would permit : and> 
elsceipt in. a very few instances, for which 
I trust I shall be pardoned by the Readeri 
I have net ventured to curtail or ,omit 
any part of ^he narrative. 

The subjects so curtailed are ; Rrst^ 
the poeticd: effusions of the Author, 
which, in the original, occupy a humbet 
of pages. Secondly, the long lists ' cjf 
his* friends, at the principal places he 
visited. Thirdly, a dissertation' oh ana- 
tomy : and Fourthly, a long description 
of a garden hot-house. These are the 
only articles that have been omitted. 
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r . In somie places, I have been under 
the pecessitj of transposing the Chapters, 
jn order to preserve a connexion betvsreea 
the subjects ; an object little attended to 
by Oriental writers in general. 

We have several books of fictitious 
travels, ascjlbed to natives of the, East; 
bi}t, I. believe this is the first time the 
genuine opinions of an Asiatic, respect- 
ing the institutions of Europe, have ap- 
peared in the English language; and, as 
such, I trust they will he received with 
proportionate interest by the Public. 

. I take this opportunity of returning 
my public thanks to Mr. Northcote, for 
tlje readiness with which he lent the 
Portrait, from which the Engraving of 
the Author has been taken. 



Htrtford, May 1810. 
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UiTRODtJGriOI^r. 

Aftsr thanksgiving to God^ and praise- of Mohammed, 
the Author details his reasons for publishing the account 
of his Travels. •.-.------ voi.. i.'3 — 5. 

VOL. I. CHAP. I. 

The Author gives an account of his origiiv, and of his &tnity. ' 
His father becomes a favourite of Abul Munsur Khaja 
Sufder Jung, Nabob of Oude — is appointed deputy to the 
Nabob's nephew. The Nabob dies — is sticceeded by his 
son Shujaa ad Dorwlel^, who becomes jealopa of his cousin, 
and arrests and puts him to death — suspicious of the 
adherents of the deceased-*^ be attempts to seis&e the 
author's father, who fUes tq Bengal. ^ The, author's i 
journey to join his father at Moorshedabad. His father 
dies. The Nabob Shujaa ad Dowleh dies — is succeeded 
.\>y his son Assuf ad Dowleh, whose minister invites the 
author to return to Lucknow, and bestows on him the 
appointment of Aumildar, or collector of the revenijes. 
The minister dies — ^his successor inimical to the autl^or, 
who is superseded, and retures to Lucknow — appointed 
an assistant to Colonel Hannay, collector of Gomickpore — 
is removed fi'om his office, and returns to Lucknow. 
Insurrections in Oude. The author consulted by the 
VOL. I. A 



CONTENTS. 

English on the state of affairs — is employed tp Teikice 
Rajah Bulbudder Sing -^surprizes the Rajah's camp. En- 
mity of the .minister,. Hydec Beg Khan. The author 
proceeds to Calcutta — is well received by the Governor- 
General— -settles in Calcutta. Lord Com^v^aSis reoem- 
mends the author to the British Resid^it, and to the 
Nabob, at Lucknow. Lord Comwallis leaves Indiai. The 
Nabob quarrels* with the Reaidaat, and dismisaes the 
iauthcw, who returns tO: Calcutta ----being unhappy, is in- 
vited; to make a. voyage to Europe -^-agrees -stakes his 
: {>asiage— the ship is burnt-^he engages another vessel. -> - 

VOL. I. . 7 — 19- 
CHAR If. 

Tfci€|^ A^tJbor leasees Catcutta*^ arrives at Kedjeree — embarks 

, pu.board a vessel bouod to Denmark. - Description of the 

ship— :chaiiacter of the captain and cheers. Tlje ship 

fails tp the mou^ of the river, ^mbaigo-^r- disagreeable 

stat^ of suspepse. Au English vessel blamed while at 

.anchor — plundered by the Danish captain. The Frwjch 

j6*igate La.Foste capture by an Eugliah ;frigate, both of 

which pass up the river. The embaigp taken off. The 

author prpceeds on his voyage. - - - - - lb. 20 — J27- 

CHAP. in. 

Commencement of the voyage. The captaiii finds k requisite 
-to go to the Nicobar Islaids for water. Phaehomena. ' 
Description of the Nicobar Islands — their prodtice^ 
inhabitants, &c. Several of the Lascars, or ladian 
saikov, desert the ship, and coQceal themselves in the 
woods— brought back by the natives — infamous conduct 
of the captain on this occasion, Thevb^ leaves tbeidaods. 



=*'>^ltetf vefti^i ' ■ 'Catoi* PoJai* %t^. Eqoindctial Ikie. Cu- 
n ftoiisr. ceremony <Si passii^ the toe; Shd^ of flaring fish. 
':>^P!r«kt^indsr' 'The *hip passes the longkudei of the 
-I'dfiiandbriof^iMaiiritius and Madagascar. Gale of wind. 
..Sofierings of the author. Discover the coast of Afri6a. 
. Whalea approach the vessel See the liable Mountain, of 
' -iihe Cape of Good Hope. The captain resolves to go into 
-. the port. The ship camied to the southward fc/ the cur- 
rent. Dreadful 3torm.^ The author's reflections. The 
vessel loses her reckoning — ^is in great distress — again dis- 
co^«cs the land — anchors, in False Bay. - ^ vol. K^;29t,^4. 

CHAP. IV. 

Tlie Author disembarks, and* hires lod^ngs at False Say-1 

'description of his landlord arid femily — is hospitably re- 

■ 'ceived by the Commandant" of theBritist troops— ^iiiafKed 

^ attention of thie' oflficei-s' of the ISoyal nivy— improper 

" dtodtict or his landlord — he determines on proceeding' to 

■" '' Cape Town —'account ojf his journey, toescriptloh oiT' the 

■■' ti^h/ atfd remarks occasiofied thereby. Character c^ {he 

' "fiutch itihabitants, and their conduct to slaves. Descirip- 

trbn of the climate, and of the country in the vicinity of 

the Gape 5 also of tlie firuits, vegetables, animals, and 

..iio^r. productions. People ofJvarioiQS nations settled dt 

i,,rt>€^. Cape. The author meets with': sewral. Moham- 

.^^^ni^picida^s. J^ane^ric on General Du^das and: the British 

nrj;l!^jDer«s» Tifee author sdla his slave and «onie tjther pro- 

^lipe^fitfoicder to support Jhis ejtpenses.:; TfeenPanish ship 

< )itfl:o«gbt fipia. False Bay toTable Bay^-*MrjcdpteiilproBe- 

o^^ted^ plundering the vessel in the,«veif Gangesi ;and 
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his ship thereby prevented frpm proceeding on her voyage. 
The other passengers prosecute the captain^ and recover, 
half the sum they had paid. The author takes his pas- 
sage for England. -------- vol. i. 56—2,6. 

GHAP. V. .: 

Tile Author quits the Cape, and embarks on board the 
Britannia. ^Description of the ship, and character of Oie 
eaptaiHf Discover St. Helena — anchor in the port— de- 

- scription of the island, town, and fortifications — hospitable 
ranA.ftiendly* conduct of the Governor. Leave St. Hel^ia. 

(Pas9-ith6 Island of Ascension — some account thereof. 
Recross the equinoctial line. Anecdote related by the 
cap^jjuip^ ifidl in with^an American, and an Hambui^. 
^v-^s^U Agaii^^e the polar star — pass a fleet of outward- 

-bpupii lndiaflie»-r-pa^ the Canaries, and the- entrance to 

. thB,fld^ite??;M>ea» Sea* Arrive at the mouth of the En- 
gUsJb Chapnel**-contraTy. wind— obliged to bear away for 
thi? Jfi^ or St. Qeorge's Channel. Fall in with an overset 
v^sel.,. Cpld and disagreeable weather. The captedn 
determine^to enter the Cove of Cork. - - lb. 78-^. 

CHAP. VI. 

The shjp arrives opposite the town of Cove, and casts aii- 
chpr. Descriptioaof the bay. The .Author lands at the 
tqwn, and is, iiospitably treated' — visits the ciQr of Cork, 
which he describes — returns tp the ship, and det^niMa^s 
on visitijig Lord Com^alGs at JPublin'^ quits the ship, 
and sets put foE Cork, where he visits Captain Br^. De- 
scription of thajt gentleman's ijioiise and family. Tbe^cmt^r 
sets out for Dujbliii-^^ccoupt of hi3 journey. , lb. ^Sr^M^ 



-'-'■•'• •■' ■ ■ CHAP. VII.' 

The Author arrives at Dublin, and hires lodgings. De- , 
scription of the city, and of tke interior of the houses. 
Lighting of the streets at night. Squares. Infatuation , 
of Europeans respecting^ Statues. Account of Phoenix 
. Park--^ the Light-house and Pier — the river, and canals. 
' Description of the College — Parliament House— Custom 
House, and Exchange — Churches -^Barracks, and Hos- 
pitals; The author visits the Theatre^— hid accofi^ot of 
an Harlequin entertainment, ahd other public exhibitiotas. 
' . . YQL.i. lQg^l$4. 

CHAP. Vlil, 
Character of the Irish. Caricatiu'es. Troublesome ' cu- 
Tiositjr of the common people. Heavy fell of* widw. 
: Severe cold. Climate of Ireland — advantages therebf. 
Skating. Account of the auth(M''s partictflar friends or 
patrons. Mode of living of the Irish. The authbr leaves 
Dublin — his passage to England— he lailds at flolyhestd. 
Description of Wales, aftd of the city of Chester. T^e 
J^uthor arrives in London. *• - - - - lb. 135^-*1'57, 

CHAP. tk. 
Tfa© Authoi' hires * lodgings in London. * Interview with 
• thd I^asident of the Board of Controull Is introduced 
.at-'Goiirb--*Attentiondf the Prinees, and of the Nobility. 
^Piablfe amusements. The author's brigiiial view in 
vc^ili^- to England — disappointment -^ compensated ' hy 
the kitidrifess of his j&iends. He^ visits "Wihdsc^r— ^arrives 
^'d<k<^x^rd -^account of that Lfnivfersity— jprbceed^^lto 
^felihicSfaf-*- description c^ the pork aindt house — visits 



IV DEDICATION. 

countries of Europe, particularly on those of 
our own, can never be tvithout their interest 
and importance to an enlightened mind: and 
I am therefore encouraged to hope, that your 
Lady skip g after mahing due allowance for 
the disadvantages of a translation, may be 
induced to honour them tvith your counte- 
nance and protection. 

I have the honour to be, 

Your Ladyship's most obedient : 
and devoted Servant, 

Charles Stewart. 



Hertford^ 



TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 



I WILL not trespass on the time of the 
Reader, by any apology for introducing to 
him the following Work. The free re- 
marks of an intelligent Foreigner, and 
especially of an Asiatic^ on . our laws, 
customs, and manners, when they are ascer- 
tained to be genuine, must always be con* 
sidered as an object of liberal curiosity. 

The Author of these Travels was so 
well known in London, in the years 
1800 and l8oi, under the title of The 
Persian Prince, and has so clearly related 
the principal incidents of his life in the 
introd\iction and course of his narrative, 
that it . is unnecessary to enter further 
into his personal history in this place ; and 
it only remains for me to give some account 



rt . TRANSLATOR S PRE**AGE. 

of the Manaspript iixHn which the Trmsi- 

For several months after the Author*s 
return to Bengal, he was without any 
employiiicnt ; during which time he re- 
vised his'Notes^ and compiled his Nar- 
rative. He then employed several Katibs 
(writer^) to transcribe a certain number 
6f copies under his own inspection> which 
be distributed to his most intimate friendsl 
One of these correct copies was presented 
by the Author to Captain Joseph Taylor, 
qf the Bengal Artillery, who, in the year 
iSOjS, had a correct transcript taken of 
it at Allabjibad, by Mirza Mohammed 
§adik Mopn^by; which copy he gave to 
Lieutenani-Colonel Lennon^ who brought 
it to England in the following year, and 
from whom it came into my hands. 

* The Manuscript consists: of three small 
octavo volumes, written in a neat hand ; 



trahslator's prefacb. ' vli 

whicfa^ for the satisfaction of any' persond 
who may have doubts of its authenticity, 
will be deposited with Messrs. Longman 
& Co. Booksellers, for three months. 

With respect to the Translation, I 
shall only say> that I have endeavoured to 
render it as literal- as the difierent idioms 
of the two languages would permit : and> 
e)u;ept in, a very few instances, for which 
I truftt I shall be pardoned by the Readeri 
I have ndt ventured to curtail or ^ornit 
any part of the narrative. 

The subjects so curtailed are ; Rrst, 
the poeticaJ effusions of the Author, 
which, in the original, occupy a numbed 
of pages. Secondly, the long lists of 
his* |riends, at the principal places he 
visited. Thirdly, a dissertation oh ana- 
tomy : and Fourthly, a long description 
of a garden hot-house. These are the 
only articles that have been omitted. 



Vlll .TRA2f SLATOR S PREFACE. 

r In some places, I have been under 
the pecessity of transposing the Chapters, 
in order to preserve a connexion between 
the subjects ; an object little attended to 
by Oriental writers in general. 

We have several books of fictitious 
travels, ascribed to natives of the East; 
bqt, I. believe ; this is the first time the 
genuine opinions of an Asiatic, respect- 
ing the institutions of Europe, have ap- 
peared in the English language; and, as 
such, I trust they will be received with 
proportionate interest by the Public. 

I take this opportunity of returning 
my public thanks to Mr. Northcote, for 
tlje readiness with which he lent the 
Portrait, from which the Engraving of 
the Author has been taken. 



Hertford, Map 18L0. 



C O N T'E NTS. 



WTRODtJGniOK. 

After, thanksgiving to God^ and pvatse- of Mohammed^ 

the Author details his reasons for publishing the account 

^ of his Travels. .--------- vol. i.-3 — 5. 

VOL. I. CHAP. I. 

The Author gives an account of his origin, and ^ his fetnily. ' 
His father becomes a favourite of Abul Munsur Kha^ 
Sufder Jung, Nabob of Oude — is appointed deputy to the 
Nabob's nephew. The Nabob dies — is succeeded by his 
son Shujaa ad Dqwlel^ who becomes jealopa of his cousin^ 
and arrests and puts him to death — suspicious of the 
adherents of the deceased -«^ hid attempts to seize the 
author's father, who flies tq Bengal. Th&,auth(»**8 
journey to join his father at Moorshedabad. His father 
dies. The Nabob Shujaa ad Dowleh dies — is succeeded 
\Y his son Assuf ad Dowleh, whose minister invites the 
author to return to Lucknow, and bestows on him the 
appointment of Aumildar, or collector of the revenijes. 
The minister dies — his successor inimical to the author, 
who is superseded, and retires to Lucknow — appointed 
an assistant to Colonel Hannay, collector of Gomickpore — 
is removed firom his office, and returns to Lucknow. 
Insurrections in Oude. The author consulted by the 
VOL. I. A 



English on the state of affain — w emplo)«ed tp redacc 
Rajah Btilbudder Sing «^ surprizes the Rajah's camp. £n- 
ftiity of the tininister,; Hyder Beg Khan. The awtiior 
proceeds to Calcutta— is well received by the Govomor- 
General — settles in Calcittta. Lord CortxwsiUis recom- 
mends the author to the British Resid^it, and to the 
Nabob> at Lucknow. Lord Comwallis leaves India. The 
Nabob quarrels 4 with the Remdent^ and dismisses the 
lauthoK, whoTCturna to- Calcutta— being unhappy, ■ is in- 
vited .to make a. voyage to £urope -^agrees -stakes his 
; j«fisage— the ship is burnt-^he engages another vessel. -* - 

VOL. I. . 7 — 19- 
CHAF. If. ^ 

Tl^Ci^ 4iut)iuif lea^ Calcutta'^^arrives at Kedjeree— embaxks 

^ PQ ,))oard a vessel bpupd to Denmark. - ]>escriptiQn of the 

ship— : character of the captain and (^cefs. Tl^ ship 

laik tp the nxQuJh of the river. Embajgo-r:- disagreeable 

stale of suspepse. Aa English vessel burned while at 

4mchor — ph^idered by the Danish captain. The Ereoch 

f^gate La.Fcste captured by an English £igate, tfoth of 

which pafis vip the river. The embaigp taken off. /The 

aithor proceeds on his voyage. --.--.- Jb. 20 — ^7- 

CHAP. m. 
Commencement of the voyage. The captaiii finds ft requisite 
•to go to the Nicobar IslMids for water. Pheehomena.' 
Description of the Nicobar Islands— their paodtice, 
inhabitants, &c. Several of the Lascars, or Iildian 
saik»v> desert the ship, and cooceal themsekes in the 
woods -^brought back by the natives "— infamous eonduct 
of the caption this ocQasion, Th^slfipleavibstbeiilaods. 



Cf<»WMnpK 

=*t)iS«tfvt^Wdar'-<5afin§.^^^^^ Eqtiincietial line. Cu- 

naoiigMsepftmohy ob passu^ the Kiie; Shcted of flying fish. 

' :>'l?Srade^inds* • 'Th^ »hip passes the longitudes of the 

-idfilBHds>1>o^ii!Manritius and Madagascar. Gale of wind. 

iSoj^enxigs of the author. Discover the coast of Africa. 

.: 'Whalea approach the vessel See the I^ble Mountain of 

'y.\S^e CapB of Good Hope. The captain resolves to go into 

.; the. port. The ship carrried to the southwardly the eur- 

•rent. Dreadful atorm.^ The author's reflections. The 

vessel loses her reckoning — is in great distress — again dis- 

GovecBthe^ land— anchors, in False Bay. -> y<ii. K^29>ri^4. 

CHAP. IV. ' 

llie 'Author disembarks, and hires lodgings at False feajr-^ 
deiscription of his landlord arid family — is hospitably re- 
'^'eeived by the Commandant of the British troops— ^niafked 
^"atteMloh of the' bfficei-s' of the ftojral navy— improper 
'" dtotoct of Kis landlord — he determines on pfoceedirig'to 
*■ ' 'C%tpe Town —account of his journey, description oiT' the 
^'' tii^h/atfd^-emai^b&^sioried thereby. Character o^ {he 
" "l)ut<^K inhabitants,' and tlieir conduct to slaves. Descnp- 
tion of the climate, and of the country in the vicinity of 
the Gapfe; also of tlie fi*uit$, vegetables, animals, and 
..i.oti^r. prodiactioBs. People of , varioflosr nations settled at 
£,^. Cape. The author meets with': sewral. Moham- 
.^.,T)l^flfi^tojM. J?anfigyric on Genend Dvwdas and the British 
nc^J^er** T^ie author edla his slave and «ome other pro- 
^ripe^tyjrifioirder, to support jhfe expenses.:. TfeenPanisit ship 
r)rbroijgbt ftpift, False Bay taTable Bay^Jb^jciptairii prose- 
..o^tedr.fo'-fliiflderUig tbe ye$a^l in thp.»vfar QangieSi Tand 

A2 ' 



his ship thereby prevent^c^frpm proceeding on her voyage. 
The other passengers prosecute the captain, an4 recover, 
half the sum they had paid. The author takes his pas- 
sage for England. ,vol. i. 56— J6. 

CHAP. V. : 

Tile Author quits the Cape, and embarks on board the 

Britannia. Description of the ship, and character of the 

eaptai^. Discover St. Helena — anchor in the port^ — de- 

- scription of the island, town, and fortifications— hospitable 

and, .ftdiendlyi eondioct of the Governor. Leave St. Helena. 

?Pas^ith^ Island of Ascension — some account thereof. 

Recross the equinoctiaUine. Anecdote related by the 

C9p^W^ .l£^ in with; an American, and an Hamburgh.. 

jyj^^l^ Agaii^^eethe poUr star — pass a fleet of outward- 

bpuj^ Jndia?ne;i— paa^ the Canaries, and the- entrance to 

, t^.^e^itenfao^^Q ^P^ Arrive at the mouth of the £n- 

g^sb Charuiel**- contrary .wind-r-obliged to bear away for 

thw? Jf^ or St. Qeorge's Channel. Fall in with an overaet 

vessel.. Cold and disagreeable weather. The cs^pt^ 

determine^ ;to enter the Cove of Cork. - - lb. 78-*9a. 

CHAP. VI. 

The ship arrives opposite the town of Cove, and casts mr 
char, Descriptioa of the . bay. The .Author Jands>at Che 
tpwja, and,ii* hospitably treated* — visits the city of Cork, 
wWch he describes — returns iq the ship, and det€$n9Jms 
pn vi9itijig. Lord Comijirallis at Dublin-^ quits the ship, 
an.d sets put foe Cork> where he visits Captain B^. De- 
scription of thatgentleman's ][iouse andfamily. Tb^^ autbor 
seteoutfor DubUu-^accou|:}^of his journey.. lh.^rr\0^ 



- : • ' CHAP. Vll. 

The Author arrives at Dublin, and hires lodgings. De- . 

scription of the city, and of the interior of the houses. 

Lighting of the streets at night. Squares. Infatuation , 

of Europeans respectmg^ Statues. Account of Phoenix 
. Park --^ the Light-house and Pier — the river, and canaU. 
^ Description of the College — Parliament House— Custom 

House, and Exchange — Churches -^Barracks, and Hob- 
. pitals. The author visits the Theatre^-^hi^ accoiint of 

an Harlequin entertainment, abd other public exhibitk}tos. 
' VOL. I. 10^—134. 

CHAP. Vlil. 
Character of the Irish. Caricatures. Trowblesome cu- 
riosity of the common people. Heavy fell of widw. 
: Si^vere icold.' Climate of Ireland — advantages thereof. 
Skating. Account of the author's partictdar friefndsr or 
patrons. Mode of living of the Irish. The authbr leaves 
Dublin — his passage to England — he lands at JTolyhead. 
Description of Wales, arid of the city of Chester. T^e 
nuthor arrives in London. *• - • - - lb. ISS-^th^, 

CHAP. tX. 

The Author^ hirfes " lodgings in London.* liiterview widi 
• the President of the Board of Controul. Is introduced 
, at Co«ui>— Attention of the PWnee^, and of the Nobility. 
'■ Publfe amusements. The * author's original view in 
''tiknihg- to England — ^ disappointment -^compensatied by 
the kiiidriess of his i&iends. He visits Wihdsofr— ^'arrives 
■ '^' Oidferd -^ account of' that University -— ]pf oceeds^ 'to 
^eHh^fcSihf ^ dSscHption of the pairk ind house — viJslts 



CONTENTS. 

Colonel C — ^x. Mode 'of sporting in England. The 

author proceeds to the horiise of Mr. H g^; retuhii 

to London. Ode to London. vol.i. 158—180. 

CHAP. X. 

Character ,of the Authors friends in London. His mpde 
of passing the time. He visits Greenwich, and other 
• places in the vicinity of the metropolis. Account of 
the Freemasons. British Museum. The Irish Giant. 
Chininey- Sweepers. King's Library. Pictures. Hiti-' 
dcwistany itadiefe. Panegyric on Mr. S — ^n, Ofie of 
hisftipils. - -^ - - - - lb. 181— 201. 

CHAP. XL 

Geperal description of England. Spil. Aniipals. Div^on 
of Land^- state of cultivation. Roads. Despripjtion of 
London — Squares — Coffee- houses and Taverns — Clubs — 
Literary and other Societies — Opera, and Play-houses — 
Ofreiy— Masquerades— Routs — Public Buildings — CHa- 

"rWes'— ^Kank of England— Royal Exchange — Bridges — 
'"Canals: - '--'-- -^ - - •- - - lb. 202 — 219. 

, CHAP. ?UI, 

Of. th^.$tat6,ojf the Arts and Sciences in England. Utility 
of the Art. of Printing. Newspapers. Facility of tra- 

• veiling.: PricQ of Provisions. Hotrhouses. Ex^^nce 
t)f the British Navy. T^e^ Author gives an accounttof 
the War with Dencoarkf He visits Woolwichr— Des^p- 
tktaof the Docks ;md iBcea-foundery. Account 06. ^e 

; ; British; Army. Grand Review at Windsor. . Tovirer of 



COJ?TEWT$* 

CHAP.>xm. 

Tiie science of Mechanics nduch esteemed in England — 
tvVarioua «ses to which it i$ appli^ — Mills — Founderies 
— Steam Engines — Water- works, &c. Account of the 
modes of Engraving. Manufactories. Staple commo- 
dities of England. Public Illuminations on. the Proda- 
mation of rPeace. Character of the London Tradesmen. 

VOL.1. 237—234. 
CHAP. XIV. 

Mode in which the English spend tt^ir time. Of the 

length of the days and nights in England. Mode of living 

of tli0 Ex^lish. Division of employment between the 

Sexes. Regulations respecting Women. Liberty of the 

Common People. Anecdotes of the P — e of W — s, ari{i 

' G — ^r H ■ G . Engliih Servants. Liberty of the 

higher classes. Duels. Education of Children. - - v ^ 

lb. 255,--^l. 

CHAP, xy. ... 

Analysis of the British Qovernnient. Authority of the Sove- 
reign — ^Eulogium on his present Majesty — Condescending 
and liberal conduct of his Majesty to tlie Author. De^ 
scription of the Queen's Drawing-room. Political situa- 
tion of the Heu- Apparent— Character of the Prince. 
•Descriptioii of Garleton House; Duties of the Mhiisteiw 
of State— of the Chancellor of the Exchequdr-^— ofthe Se« 
cretary for the Foreign Department— of thie Secretaries 

•' fbr the Home and War Departments— of the Fkst Lord 
of the Admiralty — ^Author introduced to Lord Sp— i — ^r. 
OF the Master General of the Ordnaoce-^-^f the President 

'■' dfthe Board of C6ntroul—<3^ the Lord Chancdlor-^-of the 
' -Arrfibithdp of Canterbury. - - - - - lb. 273*«^04. 



CHAP. xyi. , ., 

De^ori^tion^ of the [JBast-India Ck>mpany. r Of the Board bf 

CoBtroul.- Of the Xord; Mayor of Londonrr-the matate 

^ and ex^^t of his jurisdiction — ^Procession to Westminster 

and. Guild Hall, "the Author is invited to the Lofrd 

Mayor's Feast— account thereof. Anecdote of. Mm 

.,C — h^r - ^ - - - - -: - - •VOL. 1.305 — 3W, 



VOL, n. CHAP. xvn. 

Description of the Courts of Law in London— of English 
Juriesr^-of the Judges and Lawyers. The Author prose- 
cuted hy a tailor — his reflections and determination 
thereon — Censiu-es the estabUshment of English Courts 
of Judicature in India — ^Anecdote of a witness. Ambi- 
guity of the English Law — Remedy proposed by the 
author. ------------. vol. n, 3-— 17. 

CHAP. xvm. 

Of Ae Fmandes of England. Mode of assessing the Taxes. 
Government Loans. National Debt. Effects of the 
heavy Taxes, on the Poor, the Rich, and the Middling 
CSas^s of the People. Plan proposed by the Author for 
tie liquidation of the National Debt. - - - lb. 18 — 25. 

CHAP. XIX. 

The Author apologizes for t^ censure he is obliged to 
pass on the English Character. He accuses the Consmotpp .^^J> 
People of want of religion and honesty, and the Nation ,^t|^ 
lar^e of" a blind confidence in t^eir ^ood fortun^^. fd^^p^> 



CalNTENTS. 

cupidity. A desire of ease one of their prevailing defects. 
Picture of a London Gehtlemah. T&e English irritable, 
bad econoniists of their time, >nd Inxuriovis. llie adraih- 
tage^- of Simplicity^ exemplified in the histories of the 
Aiabs and Tartars. The English yain of their acquire- 
ments in Learned or Foreign Languages-^Govemed by 
self - interest^ licentious, extravagant. An instance of 
meanness and extravagance united — ^Bad consequences of 
these vices. The English too strongly prejudiced in 
favour of their own customs. The Author's mode of 
defending the Mohanuned^n customs. The English btind ' 
to their own imperfections. - - - - vot. ii* 2f-^54. 

CHAP. XX; 

The Author describes the Virtues of the English, under t^e 
following heads : — Honourable — Respectful to their su- 
periors — Obedient to the laws— Desirous of doing good 
— Followers of fashion — Sincere in their dispositions — 
Plain in their manners, and hospitable. Peculiar ideas of 
the English of the meaning of Perfection, ^h^ g^thor^ .-^^ 
censures some of the customs of London, ,FirpSr— 4?^- 
scription of the fire-engines — Hai'dship of thp pwoer,Qf 
the property burned, being obliged to pay for the u^^^ <>€ 
the engines. The author dislikes English beds. ^ H^ 
censures the custom of retaining handsome footmen, to 
wait on Ladies. -------- -lb. 55—68. 

CHAP. XXI. 

Of the Geography of Europe — ^its subdivisions into King- 
doms. N^ature of the different Governments in Europe^ , 
Comnteic€fment of the French Revolution— ftisebif 



CONTENTS. 

Boimparte--<!Jonfederated Armies invade France---Hi«taiy ^ 
of Hanover — Confederates defeated-*- English retire from 
Toulon. Success of Bonaparte in Italy and Switzerland-^ 
sent to a»iquer Egypt. Account of the Naval Enga^- 
{bents which occurred in the course of the war— English 
Fleet sent in pursuit of Bonaparte— Description of the 
''Battle of Aboukir. ------ vol. ii. 69— 89^ 

CHAP. XXII. 

Conquests of the English by laod^ during the late war. 

Origin of the war . with Tippoo Sultan — ^ReiObctiona .of 

the Authoff on the events of the contest Invaaon of 

Egypt by "Bonaparte— Siege of Acre. Second Confe- 

. deracy against France. Bonaparte invited to return — cleaves 
Egypti and anrives in France — -dissolves the National 

. Assembly— defeats the Confederates. A Turkish army, 
sent to expel the French from Egypt, defeated — ^The 
English send an army, under Sir Ralph Abercromby, to 
their assistance, which lands at Aboukir — ^Batde between 
the French and English — ^Indian army land at Cosseir — 
The Turks advance to Cairo — joined by part of the 

' lEnglish army — Cairo capitulates — ^Alexandria capitulates. 
Bonaparte threatens to invade- England — Lord Nelson 
destroys some of the French boats. Peace concluded. 

lb. 91— 108. 

CHAP. xxm. 

The Author tesolves to return to India — ^His purposed ^ 
r6ute — ^He quits London — ^Disgusted vnih Dover — ^Em- 
barks fcHT 'France— Accoimt of his journey to Paris — 
Deso^oft of that city — ^Its PnbUc Buildings — Hot and 



Gold Baths— Mode of washing ck)the»—CofFee*hoiMefr— ^ 
French cootery — ^Houses — Lodging-houses — Lighting^ of 
the gtreetsat night — ^Pavemeat — Description of the fiou- 
ieyBrds— Palais Royal*?- Manufactui^e of China— Tuilciies 
V ^^Louvr^-^PubJic Gardens — Pliantasmagoria — Public Li- 
braiy— Opera, and Play-houses. - - vol. ii. lOQr-rlSl. 

CHAP. XXIV. 

Character of the French. Anecdote of a Barber — Of the 
hotel at Marseilles — Author's reflections. Observations 
on the appearance and dress of the French Ladies. He 
meets with several of his English acquaintances;*— Is dis- 
pleased at his reception by Mr. M-— y, the British \^nvdy. 
Anecdote of the people of Mazanderan. Author, visited 
by a sharper — He forms an acquaintance with some of the 
Erench Literati — Is invited to Court. - - lb. 132-^145. 

CHAP. XXV. - ■:::.: :u.) 

The Author sets out for Lyons^ — ^Acooimt of his ^ouriiey. 
Description of the city of Ly6ns-— Cursoitemdde of build- 
' ing — Dying manufiictory. The author visits the hoilse 
. wherein the late General Martin was bom. He takes 
his passage on board a boat for Avignon-**- Acoouht of his 
V voyage — Description of Le Pont de St Esprit. He cul- 
tivates an acquaintance with M. Bamou — Arrives at 
Avignon — Sets out in a Diligence for Marseilles — De- 
. fjCj;iption pf that city — Hospitably entertained by the 
;.Qovernor and his family-:— He forms an acquaintance 
. y('\itk several American gentlemen — Engages a passage to 



• chap: xxvi. ' •' '■ '■■ •"-' 

The Author embirkg for 'Genoa. DesfcriptiOn of the'Me- 
• tfiterraheari Sea. He arrives at Genoa — is hospitably 
entertained by the American CoAsul— His description of 
■ the dty— Admiration of Italian Music— Courtezans— 
Cleisbeos. The author embarks for Leghorn, with an 
Intention of visiting Rome. He arrives at Leghorn- 
Description of that city — Scarcity of water — Distress of 
the author, who is nearly assassinated — Account of the 
inhabrtants. He cultivates an acquaintance with sonie 
Armenians. The Victorieux ship of war arrives at 
Legbom^'with a tender — The British Consul promises 
the mxthor ti passage in' the latter — The Master refill 
t6 take Mm — He applies to the Captain of tlie Victorieux, 
who consents to receive hini on board. He quits Leghorn. 

VOL. II. 107 1^.' 

CHAP. xxvn. 

Politic cpnduct of Captain B — d to the Author. Account 
^ the voyage to Malta — ^Description of the island — Cha- 
racters of the Governor^, Admiralj Commander-in-chief, 
and Conamissary-^general. The author lands, and is hois- 
jpatably enter^tained by all the public officers — Hisrefiae- 
tioos on this subject — ^He discovers a great affinity between 
th^. Maltese and Arabic languages. Account of the 
invasion of Malta by the Turks — Climate of that island. 
The author re-embarks, on board die Victorieux,:. for 
Smyrna, The ship puts into the port of Miletus — Short 
description of that place — Proceed on tlieir voyage — ^'pass 
by Athens— -arrive at Smyrna. The author . 3veU/, re- ' 
c^ive4 v^y tto Conaulr-yisits Osmao Ag^, Tbe^ sl^p^ <|u>|s 



Smyrna — arrives at the.-^eB^ppfit — Description of the 
S^ of Marmora; — arrives at the^D^rdanelles. . - *. r/ *.-^" 

VOL. II. 185—206. 
CHAP, XXVUI. 

The Author arrives at Constantinople — is gracioudy-receljfed 
by the British Ambassador. Description of, CojuitWi- 
tinople --^Of the climate — iPopulation •=— Coffee-bouf;e«~ 
Inns — Hot Baths- — Useful institutions -<- Dress of tije 
Turks-:— their indolence — great smokers ^-AnecdotQ of 
Nadir Shah. Turkish luxury, and 'its e^cts.. Accoupt 
of the Post-office — ^Turkish inode of living-— Hpus^ pf 
. Constantinople— r Frequent fires r-r Furniture rr-Mosquiefr*-- 
Description of St. Sophia — Bazars — ^Pervfiishea.'. r .•» •?\; - 

Ib> a07^^r^38, 
CHAP. XXIX. , . i,^ 

Character of the Turks — Limited power of the Emperor — 
Authority of the Viziers, ihd of 'the Cazies — Freedom of 
the Women — Female Slaves — Hard fate of the PrtricSeis^J 
The Author introduced to the Viziers^*- jjresent^d to ffie 
Emperor — -not visited by any of the Nbtilrty— forms an 
acquaintance with the East^Indik Company ^^sAffeiA, iiid 
the Interpreter to the English Embassy^, alsb vMi' ttte 
Interpreter to the German Embassy -^^ obtains a second 
audience of the Emperor. Passports. A publi6 Met- 
hmAder, or Conductor, appointed to attend tii6' ktithbr 
td Bagdad— lus character, and an account of hik cOhdudt. 
•'^'■'i .-■■.■• ■ *^ -^ 'fc. 234^^5. 

"■•" ■• CHAP.'XXX. 

The AUdibr leaven Constantinople.' Acciofdiit of his jbtimey. 



its neighboorhobd. Acccnint'of Sewas^ or Sebasti^. Anec- 
dotes of the inhabitants of Hussen Buddetjr. Occtihfeiices* 
at Malatia. Description of the Euphrates. Account of 
a salt-water lake. Description of Diarbekir — Author 
hospitably entertained by the Governor. Description of 
Mardine — Panegyric on the Governor. Account of 
Nisibes; -- -.-•---- vol. ii. 256—279- 

CHAP. XXXI. 

The Caravan enters tlie Kurd country, on the borders of the 
Desert. Description of the Desert, Caravan detained. 
Account of the Tribe of Senjar, a race of mountaineer. 
Journey over the Desert. Author arrives at Mousul — 
JPaneg3rric on the Arabian horses — ^^Courteously received by 
Mohammed. Pasha — Visits the tomb of St. George of En- 
gland. Description of Mousul and its inhabitants. Author 
complains against his conductor — He quits Mousul — 
is hospitably entertained by. some Christian Arabs, pe- 
scription of Kirkoot and Karutapa. The Author arrives 
at Bagdad. Computation of the distance jfrom Constan- 

. tinople to Bagdad. - - r------Ib. 280 — ^301. 

CHAP. XpUX. 

Descripticm of the city of Bagdad — ^inferior to the cities of , 
India. The Author's object in taking this route. . Acooont 
of the Mausoleum of Kazemine— its peculiar privileges)^ 
Oppressive conduct, of the Turks — Description of the 
T^mbs of Mohy Addeen.and Abdal Cader. The author 
aets oait for Somerab^-^ccount of- his joame j. Anecdote 



of the l^hdUf Moad^ioL Desci:ip|ipa of the MapsQleam 
of Samerah. Author returns to £ag4a4. vox., ii* 302—3^0. 

■ CHAP. XXXIII. 

'ftfe Author siets out on a pilgrimage to Kerbela and Nejif— 
Hospitably entertained at the house of a Syed, and by the 
Governor of Kerbela— meets with his Aunt. Description 
of the Mausoleum, and of the town of Kerbela— Account 
of its capture by the Vahabies — Plundered a second time 
by the Arabs. History of the Vahabies-r-Lettier of then: 
Chief to the King of Persia. - - - - lb il*-J337* 

CHAP^ XXXIV. 

The Author continues his pilgrijnage to Nejif. Account of 
the canals of Husseiny and Assufly. Panegyric on the 
late Nabob Assuf ad Dowleh. Description of the cities 
of Hilla and Nejif^ Account of the Mausoleum of Aly. 
Anecdote of an Arab. The author devotes his mind to 
religious contemplation— Returns to Bagdad. Reasons 
why he first went to Hve with the British Consul — ^bad 

consequences thereof. Author disgusted with Mr. J s*s 

mode of living. Manner of travelling in Irac. Author 
embarks on the Tigris. - - - - - - lb. 338-^-^57. 

CHAP. XXXV. 

The Author quits Bagdad — arrives at Sook al Shyakh-- 
i description^ of that village. The author taken iU of a 
fev^ — arrives at Mdkul, or Markile, the English i^tory 
at Busfi<Mra— obliged to proceed to the city. Character of 
the inhabitants of Bussora — Description of tiiat city- 
Character of the GovenuM*. Author invited to the house 



COKTEIWS. 

of Mr. M J : His opinion of that gentleman. The 

author disappointed of a passage to Bombay, and de- 
tained at Bussora. Extraordinary occprrence in that 

city — Conduct of Mr. M y on this occasion. The 

author regrets his long detention at Bussora. He em- 
barks on boaid the grab Shannon. - - vol. ii. 358 — ^377- 

CHAP. XXXVI. 

The Author sails from Bussora — account of his voyage, and 
description of the Persian Gulf — enters the Sea of Oman 
and the Indian Ocean — arrives at Bombay. Hospitably 
received by the Grovemor. Description of Bombay. 
Account of the Parsees, and other native ii^bitants. 
Description of the Fort. Account of the Mohammedan 
inhabitants. Marked attention of the Governor to the 
author, v/ho procures him a passage on board the Bom- 
bay frigate. The author embarks for Bengal. The ship 
arrives in Baksore roads — anchors in the Ganges. Author 
proceeds to Calcutta. ------- lb. 378 — ^396. 

Appendix (A.) lb. 397 — 406: 

Appendix (B.) Author's Vindication of the Liberties of the 
Asiatic Women. --- ------ lb. 401—418. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

After thanksgiving to God, and praise of Mo- 
hammed, the Author details his reasons for 
publishing the account of his Travels. 

Otlory be to God, the liOrd of all worlds^ 
who has conferred innumerable ble^ings on 
mankind, and accomplished aH the laudable 
desires of his creatures. Praise be also to the 
Chosen of Mankind, the traveller over the 
whole expanse of the heavens (Mohammed), 
and benedictions without end on his descen- 
dants and companions. 
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4 TflE TRAVELS OF 

The wanderer over the face of the Earth, 
Abu Taleb the son of Mohammed of Ispahan, 
begs leave to inform thd curious in biograjdiy, 
that, owing to several adverse circumstances, 
finding it inconvenient to remain at home, he 
Was compelled to undertake many tedious 
journeys; during which, he associated with 
men of all nations, and. bdield various won- 
ders, both by sea and by land. * 

It therefore occurred to him, that if he 
were to write all the circumstances of his jour- 
ney through Europe, to ^describe the curiosities 
and wonders which he saw, and to give some 
account of the manners and customs of the 
various nations he visited, all of which are 
little known to Asiatics, it would afford a gra- 
tifying banquet to his countrymen. 

He was also of opinion, that many of thq 
customs, inventions, sciences, and ordinances 
of Europe, the good effects of which are 
apparent in those countries, might, with great 
advantage, be imitated by Mohammedans. 



Impressed with these idejis, he> on his 
first setting out on his Travels, commenced 
a journal, in which jje daily inserted every 
occurrence, and committed to writing such 
reflections as occurred to him at the moment : 
Md oh' his return to Calcutta, in the year of 
the-Hejira 1218 (A. D. 1803), having revispd 
and abridged his notes^ he arranged then> in 
the present form. ' 
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CHAP. I. 

The AutJwr gives cm account of his origin^ and 
of his family. His father becdmes a fctvbu- 
rite of Ahul MurisUr Khan Sifder Jung, 
Nabob of Oude--^is appointed deputy la the 
NaboVs nephew. The Nabob dies — is suc- 
ceeded by his son Shujaa ad Doudeh, ivho 
becomes jealous of his cousin, and arrests and 
puts him to death — suspicious of the adhe- 
rents of the deceased — he attempts to seize 
the author's father, who flies to Bengal. 
The author's journey to join his father at 
Mdorsheddbad. His father die$. The Nabob 
Shujaa ad Dowleh dies — is succeeded by his 
son Assuf ad Dowleh, whose rninister invites 
the author to return to Lucknow, and bestows 
on him the appointment of Aumildar, or col^ 
lector of the revenues. The minister dies'^-^ . 
his successor inimical to the author, who is 
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superseded, and retires to Jjucknonhr-rappoifUed 
an assistant to Colonel Hamdy, coUectar 
of Gorruckpore — is removed from his office, 
and returns to^ Lucknow. Inswrrectiem in 
Oude. The author consulted by the English 
.cm the state of affairs — is employed' tQ 
reduce Rajah BuJbudder Sing-^surprjzes the 
RtyaKs camp. Enmity of the minister 
Hyder Beg Khan. The author proceeds i» 
Calcutta — is well received by the Govermr'^ 
general — settles in Calcutta. Lord Cofnwallis' 
recommends the author to the British Resident, 
and to the Nabob, at Lucknow. Lord Corn- 
wallis leaves India. The Nabob quarrels 
with the Resident, and dismisses the author, 
who returns to Calcutta — being unhappy, is 
invited to make a voyage to Europi^-'^^rees'^ 
takes his passage-— ^ the ship is burnt ^'^ he 
,; engages another vessel. 

A N c6mmcncing the account of my Travels^ 
I think it requisite that the Reader should be 
informed of some circumstances which occurred 
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anteoedent to my setting out, and be made ac~ 
qoainted with the general outline of xny history. 
■ ■' , . . . " ' ' ^ 

V- Mjr fether -was named Hajy Moharmned. 
Beg Khan, by descent a Turk, but born at 
Abbassabad Jspah^i. Whilst a young man, 
dreading the tyranny of Nadir Shah, he fled 
from Persia s and, oh his arrival in Iridia,^ was 
admitted .into the friend^ip of the ^Jfal^ob 
AfauJ. Munwr Khah: Sufd^r Jung.^ Upon the 
death of Nowil Ray, depiM^y governor of 
Oude, Mohammed Culy Khan, nephew of 
the Nabc^, was appointed to that inopprtigfit 
afiice,v and my father was nominated one of -his 
a^stants. From this circumstance,^ such ^an 
uitimacy and friendship took piace bet^izeen 
them, that my father was considered as one of 
his fsuthfid adherents^. ^ , 

V The Nabob Suftter Jung died in the year 
of the Hejira I167 (A.D. 1753), and was i>u<> 
ceeded by his son, ^ujaa ad Dowleh; who 
beeoming jeabus c^ his cousiyn^ Mc^iamm^ 



^CiilyKhoni arrested himi and- put himtoxteaHil;- 
The ^ Nabob being ska suspidons of the ad^. 
herents of the deceased, attempted to seize my 
fitther, who, previous to this event, had sealed 
his wife and family in the city of lAicknoir.t 
My fether received intimation of the NabobV 
intuitions, and fled, with a few of his faithiul 
servants, to Bengal; but so sudden was his 
departure, that he only carried with him his 
gold and jewels. The rest of his property, being^ 
left, was plundered by the soldiers. 

My honoured pafent jpjpssed a nuiififber of 
years in Bengal, beloved and respecA^; an3r 
died at Mobrshedabad, in^ the year of tiie 
Christian aera 1768. : v 

My mother's fiither was named Abul Hvr^ 
sen Beg. He was a religious and devout 
person; and being a townsman of the Nabob 
Borhan Al Mulk Saadit Khan, great grand- 
father to the present sovereign of Oude, had 
i^ch ^n affection for him, that, after the death 
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of that nobleman, he abandoned all worldly 
affiurs^ and never more quitted his hou$e, . 

I was bom at Lucknow, in the year 1752: 
and although the Nabob Shujaa ad Dowldb: 
was much displeased at my father's conduct, he 
nevertheless, recollecting the connexion be^ 
tween our families, supplied my mother with 
money for her expences, and gave her strict in- 
junctions to let me have the very best education. 

My father, having resolved to continue^ 
in Bengal, directed my mother to remove 
thither with all her femily. We there-* 
fere left Lucknow in the yeiur 1766, and 
proceeded by land as far as Patna, where we 
embarked on board a boat for Moorshedabad. 
Tbi5 wa* my first journey;, but being then 
only fourteen years of age, and accompanjed 
by my mother, it was free from anxiety.. 

A year an(ji a half after our arrival at 
Moorshedabad, my father died^ and the wholp 
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charge^of his af&irs, both piibUc and private, 
devolved upon me. Previous to this unfortu- 
ipate event, my worthy parents had betrothed me 
to the daughter of a near relation of Muzuffer 
Jung Nabob of Bengal. Irt consequence of this 
connexion, I remained several years, happy, and 
contented in the service of that prince. 

In the year 1775, Assuf ad Dowleh succeeded 
to the musnud of Oude. On this occasion^ 
I received an invitation from his Prime-mini- 
ster, Mokhtiar ad Dowleh, to return to Luck- 
now; and was appointed Aumildar (collector) 
of Etaya, and sevferal other districts situated 
between the rivers Jumnah and Ganges. In 
this situation I continued for two years; the 
greatier part of which time I lived in -teats, 
being obliged, in enforcing the collection of the 
revenues, to make frequent excursions through 
the districts. 

After the death of my patron, and the 
appointment of Hyder Beg Khan to his office. 



,14 . THE URUVELS OF ' - 

J . As I waft; convkiobi that Hyder Beg Khan 
was tha person who had contrived ta ii&sw 
the Nabob'8 af&ir8 into confusion; and that^ 
while he contimied in office, wery endeavour 
km- my part womld only serve to irritate him, 
Md be the prohable cause ofmy ovn: m»i; 
4i4(chned any Interference t but the Bestdetit 
persisting m /his entreaties, ■ and swearings to 
support andi pisdtect nxeagaidst :all enemies, 
i at length consented to be employed. ' ■- 

i £terif)g tWD yeais, < I frequently defeated and 
piOFMed Bulbadder Sing ; and at leiigthy halving 
surpfllfed'his camp^ hexvas killed in endeavQiMv 
ing to make his escape. By this service, 
I rid the Nabob of an enemy of his family 
^Iblf^die last sixty years, and restored ordear^and 
g6od g&verntnent in the counlry. ^^ ■'- 

' ' But from that period I inay date the mitt of 
myself and family; for shortly after, Mr. Mid- 
dteton havii^'beeri removed from Lucknow, 
and Governor Hastings having proceeded^ to 
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Smropei, T j^i^ left n^hout any. protection 
against the jhachinalioas of my enemies. . -. ^ 
■ .'■■• ^ :' ■ ■ •■■ o: 

Hyder Beg Khan^ having by hia cuimii^ 
And hypocrisy gained the favour of the new 
Gc^rnw-^eainSi, behaved to me for some 
y^ifs ttstetifiibly with attention and kindnesB, 
andeven wished to ensnare me to accept of 
nil empk^^iaient mider him ; 'but failing in this 
attempt^ he quaivelled vKth m^ and st<^t the 
allowance of 6/000 rupees per annum, which 
1 rtKMved from the Nabob for .my support. I 
therefore found it impossible to mnain at Ludt- 
u^, md involved again to tr^vd to Bengal.! 

In the year 1787, I embarked on the 
j(3ang^9 and proceeded to Calcutta;, where 
t stated my oomplamt to Lord ComwalUs. 
His lordship received me very politely, and 
made many promises of assistance; but :being 
jmt then about^ to embark for Madras, and 
to take the command of the army against 
TiiqK)Q Sultan, my^ business was delayed. for 
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fooSr* years. During ihis period; I sent ft>f my 
femily to Calcuftta; and' my friend^, seeitDp 
no hope of my getting into office, dispersed 
^etnsehres in various places. ■"■:■' 

The great expence which I had incurred 
by the removal of myself arri.-famify &om^ 
such fir distano^, added to :th6 * buiWifig ctf 
a IWMtte ill Ihc/vicinitjr oT, CWewtta fot Our 
re^^ttiese, qttite:;t>verwhelmed:^me' with debt; 
My distress and misery were further increasisd' 
by the death of my son, ft: .beautiful . boy : of 
four years old, Tvho fell a '^rifibe to the 
unhealthy cHmate; and ignorance ' of thft 
(native) physicians of Calcutta. 

■ . Wheh lioiwIXlIortiWaHis returned to Bengal^ 
he^reeollected hfs proniise to me: and Hyder 
fiq^ Khai^Veing then dead^ he.sent m^, in tfii!^ 
y€«r ti70, "widi letters; of reaxnn^endatioii 16^ 
Mii. Cheny^. the ResidonLt of Lucknow> and t^ 
^ Nabob Assnf Ad Dowldi, with an assuram^ 
that they'^pouldi speedily provide for me; * '« 



, ,Iu cQ]isequi^[>ce of these l^tetts, I was most 
g^iously rec^ved at Lucknow^bpth by the 
Habob and his courtiers ; apd was in daily 
hopes of an appointment, when, unfortunately 
for me. Lord Comwallis quitted India, and ali 
sgty expectatioits were blasted ; for, portly 
afteri the Nabcd> quarrdled with Mr- Ch^rry^ 
ai)d got him removed from Lucknow. He also 
sent me orders to quit tiiat city ; and althou^ 
I ^remonstrated against such ii^ustice, my cx)m- 
plaints were not listened to. I therefore left 
a part of my &mily at Lucknow ; and, having 
s^t the remainder to Allahabad, I proceeded,; 
i^fthe year 1793^ a third time tq Calcutta* . 

Sir John Shore (now Lord Teignmouth), 
who was then Governor- general, received* me 
kmdly, and promised me assistance ; but the 
Nabob Assuf ad Dowleh dying soon afterwards^ 
tjtie confusion created by Vizier Aly Khan, and 
th^ multiplicity, of business caused hy" that 
event, did not leave him leisure jta think of my 
afiairs before he embarked fo;r Europe. 

VOL. I. c 



1, passed ui GiljKjutta^ -all my d^pe^dgiit^^ajjtl 
adherentSs^ smng my . distress,^! li^fl -jp^^ ,; ^ 
^en.eome oC my children^. and titie'domes^j^s 
brought Up in my i^ther*s &mily^.,a1i^Qd<p||Qe4 
t^f^:Jih this, situation, I W9«. cj^ljg.^y^ 
e^^fi(':witb. grief ^d drapondencyi; yfji^^gpq 
day my friend Captam.D-'-rrr R.7rnr?iry§^>!6f 
to visit me. As this gentleman perfectly un- 
4i^tjP^# , jbpth , tjae . JPeraian and. i^^nqfoqq^ 
l^^i^ages^: we convers^ oii varioiu. suhgec^j 
;md at length he informed me, tha^ as b^^^lqifii^ 
bi^i^he^idi on.4jie dfcline^ he meant^^^hortlj^..^^ 
cmbjyjfcvfpr Eupope, in hppes thftt jhist.^^^ive.^ 
fyjight renpyat^ his constitution; and, tliat h$ 
should retiwn tq India in >4^ree jesirs. Hjf 
added^ -V. As. you. are. without emp.loyo)^??!;, 
*' and appei^- depressed injaainfi let ine req^^^ 
f' you to accompany me. The change of scene, 
" and the curiosities you will meet with in 
*^ Europe, wUl disperse the gloom that nmv 
^* hangs over you. I will undertake to teach 
*' you English during the voyage, and provide 



^<fet^aM your iWttitfe'^ After having co*^^ 
felfr prtpoisa! fi>f some time, 1 reffectid, that, as 
fafe jouffiey was long, and ^splete with danger, 
ddriiifr afccideti* might cause my death, by which 
I l^rtild be delivered from the anxieties of 
this '^orld/ and the ingratitude of mankind; 
r*herdbre accepted his friendly offer, and re- 
cked to undertake the j6ume}% - 

5u -^llijit rioHime might he lost, I went 6n the 
foHowing day and agreed for my passage in the 
Chartotte, o«e of the East-India Company's 
ships ; but in a few days afterwards, this ves^ 
was^ unfortunately burned. Notwithstanding 

this impropitious event, as Captain R- ^n^and 

r were determined on the business, we went 
immediately arid' engaged a passage ift the Ghris^^ 
tiana; Captain N — ^n, bound for Denmark. 



c « 
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CHAP. II. 






Th^ Author leaves Calcutta^-^arnves atKeSJe/Se 
^-^-emhdrks on hoard a vessel bound ib'Dint^ 
mark. Description of the skip — chdracier bf 
the captain and officers. The ship scdls to the 
month of the river. Embargo- — disagreeable 
state of suspense. An English vessel burned 
while at anchor — plundered by tlw Danish 
captain. The French frigate La iPorte cap- 
hired by an English frigate, both of luhich 
pass lip the river. The embargo taken off. 
The author proceeds on his voyage. 

Oxv the pt of Ramzan, A.H. 1213 (Feb.8. 1799), 
we took leave of oiir friends, anci embarked at 
Calcutta, on board a hedgerow (barge), in order 
to proceed to the ship. On the third day we 
arrived at Kedjcree, where we found the vessel 
at anchor. We shortly after went on boarcl ; 



and each of us ^k possession of his cabin. 

We found the ship in. the greatest disorder ; 

the, crew principally conjposed of indolent and 

inexperienced Bengal Lascars ; and the cabins 

small^ dark^ and stinking, especially that allotted 

to me, the very recollection of which makes me 

melancholy. The fact was, that as Captain 

R- -n and myself were the last, who took our 

passage, all the gpod apartments had been pre- 

yjopsly secured by our fellow passengers ; but 

as we had paid our money in Calcutta^ and it 

was impossible to get it returned, we were 
■ ■'' ■' • . . ' . ■ . 

compelled to take what they chose to give us. 



In the next cabin to mine, on one side was 
a Mr. G^— d, a very passionate and delicate 
gentleman ; and on the other side were three 
children, one of whom, a girl three years old, 
was very bad tempered, and cried night and 
day: in short, the inconveniences an^ distresses 
which I suffered on board this ship, were e 
^eat drawback from the pleasures I afterwards 
.experienced in my travels. 
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' Cki^agiiBdileitt*«i^ii,'lhta: th^^^ 
be wd! supplied with! watetjfiqtioi^^'^anavp!^ 
visions ; and that we were to l)e contvKylSi^ dir^ 
to Europe, without stopping any where on the 
way. On this account we' looked fo ffj y k^d to 
a spebly and pleasant voyage. ' i^^'J-im?; 

■'■■■'■■•'■'■•■ ■■'■ ■ • • ■■.... ■■■ ■• '"'■^fftlj 

The first breach of promise we experf^ced 
from the captain, was his desiring lis "t^^ g6 
oil board, stating that he would certainly 
follow us the next day; instead of which, 
he remained a fortnight longer in Calcutta, to 
finish his own business. It is unnecessary to 
say, how disagreeable such a delay was to us, 
who had nothing to amuse our minds, and were 
anxious to proceed on bur voyage. At the end 
of fifteen days, he arrived,, and gave orders to 
unmoor the ship. 

'■''■ Thiis captain was a proud self-suffici^t 

Mow* His first c^oer, who was byinrtib an 

ibnericari, resethbled an ill-tempered grdwlifiig 

mastiff, but understood his duty very weJlv llie 



gfecend officer^^ aiid thoc ,ipth^; ms^tes^r were, low 
people^ not. worthy of being rspok.e;n !to^ an4 
ipjite. ignorant of navigation, . 
•A^.' ' -,»,-.■■. .'-^ - ' . . . ^. . ", ■■■ ^ 

^ . Qajthe. I6th of the month we left Kedjeree, 
and proceeded towards the mouth of the ri^ven 
During our passage down, we had several nar* 
pw escapes. Our vessel drew thirteen feejt and 

^ half jof water; and we passed over. ^several 

■' - ■ ■ ■,'."■.•'■■ ."i .''• ' 

SfndSj on which there were not six inphes more 
water than we drewi. Had the ship touched 
the ground, as the tide was running out, we 
should have stuck there, and probably have 
been lost. 

'^-■' .■''.■-.".? '■■ 

The next morning, when we were about 

to weigh anchor, a pilot sloop came along- 

side,' and infonqed us, that a French fiigate, 

called La Forte, was cruising at the. Sand 

ikmii^, and had taken several vessels ; that an 

mnbacgo had iii consequence bee^ ordered ; 

^iBid?;tl»t we must hot depart tiU it wagri?- 

*^»tindad«.- • »-v . ■^■■- ■.■■: ■.^■'- /.-. ^:■.^■i\^ '^ju mj:- ' 



As it would havebem attended wkh dcdqp 
ivid danger to nstum up the«mei^v it AiraSiM-: 
solved we should jremain at anchor wbene.wfe 
wei^ till the embargo should be taken of£ 
Paring our stay at Kedjeree^ we had betn re-^ 
gHlifily auppUed with fresh breads kitter> eggsi,^ 
fish^ and vegetables, from the shore; but as the 
boats would not come down so &r as where the 
i^iapnoti^ lay vtve were recl¥u%d:t0 eat tuapait and 
seilt biiti)^? andj ia feet, t6 commetitce the^sbi^- 
sumption<if our Sea stores: Westrfferedanoliiei' 
greit iaootti^ience from flies, which, nolwith-i 
^tandtiig our distance from the shorie, "swarmed 
i© such numbers on board, that weoould not 
speak without holding our hands to our mouths^ 

ittt thef^iocdd go down our throats. 

^ "■ .' ' ' ■' " * . 

• Vtevponed twenty days 4h this wretched 
state 6f Suspeiisfei C^e dd^y w^ heard the sound 
of eatmOn at ft ^stande, ahd concluded that 
seifi^ 6f Alt Eiiglkli^shipfi of war stadon^ at 
MadM$ had: been i despatched to . /atta(^r»tbi| i 
Fxenchman.,. Shortly tifter we saw thme^ship^' 



JMnin^^p #N^ nil sail oronftt^dl? this (^Mtxiiiv- 
isfemee ' oimimiMad oun cmijeibtore& ; i»ut wli»ti 
l4fty:>«rn^ed, W leftmt «h«t ttey Weite thrtse 
<At>of fbtir EngKsh ship^ whith h^ Men^th 
wteh tbe enem/s frigate^ 3ind h^ (^ng^igei het^ 
that ihe^hsd escaped^ but the fourth^^iMS 
taken. 

V- A few hights =aften an Eft^H^h feWijp^ >l4fl^ 
iwfe* anchored l*6&l^ us, loaded^ chiefly ^Jth»8«ftg^ 
doth V caught • >fu^$ and di^adfoii^ aliirmcfd ii». 
Thfe crew abaildoned h^r^ etui dhe Ibamk to-ihe^ 

Itts iMim oountry, dhd ndt fbariAg ^ '^''^a^ed 
to account by the English, sent liit-^lHKitttxm ^ 
board her for several days successively^ .and 
brought liway a numb^ o£ thesis of half-K^on- 
stunied doth. He had oo^sion^ )tovire^/to 
rfpent this conduet in the isequeL .j 

1 Another day we im¥ sdvera) sh^ €Onmg 
^ one of which «|ipedHred 10 ha?eFren^<)6^ 
Imuri suspended under the English: -we th^ 



conckidi^ that die- frigate .ha4.certjaajily.,J)§e!i| 
taken; but^ on their near aj^roacb^ we. 4ifbr 
covered it was an Arab vessel, in winch .t]|^ 
Frenchman had sent up all his prisonoril:! 
and that those in company were only j)ilQt 
schooners. . -i v,^\ 

On the last day of the month, we received 
authentic hitelligence that an English i^p' had 
afirrived 'from Madras, and, after a severe coa* 
test, had captured the French frigate. Shortly 
after. Captain Cofok, commander of La Sibytle^ 
who had been severely wounded in the action, 
and died §ome days after his arrival in Calcutta 
passed by us. 

On the 3d of the month Shual (4th or 5th 
of March), the two ships cast anchor near us* 
La Sibylle was severely injured ; but La Forte, 
which was much the largest vessel, had not a 
'mast standing, and was towed up the river by 
her conqueror. The English lost only twenty- 
five men dunng the engagement; whilst the 



FWiich had their captain aricf 200 meh killed 
0^ 'wounded. This circumstance was the cause 
df 'mtich astonishment to all oF us. On the 
foltewing day, fifteen sloops, each having on 
board a guard of soldiers, came down the river, 
for the conveyance of the prisoners to Gab- 
cutta. 

,..^ P^nni^siQn. ikying b^n at length granted 
f^ifthejships.ta proceed on their vqyag^ the 
piV)t^again came pn board ; and having pn the 
8th of the month, carried^ us into the deep 
water, calledi^ by. the Engligh, the Bay qiC 
Bengal^ he took his leave. 
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CHAP- III. 

Cgmmeiicement 6f the voyage. The cc^tdinfitm 
it requisite to go to the Nicobar Islands If&t 
water. PhcenoMena. Description of the Nh- 
cohar Islands — their produc^,ifihahiiantiSy &e. 
Several of the Lascarsj or Indian soim^, 
desert the ship, and conceal themselves in iHt 
woods — brought back by the natives — irifafho'us 
conduct of the captain on .this occasion. 7?iS? 
ship leaves the islands. Sun vertical. Cdlni^. 
Polar star. Equinoctial line. Curious cere- 
mony on passing the line. ShOal of flying fish. 
Trade winds. The ship passes the longitudes 
of the islands of Mauritius and Madagascar. 
Gale of wind. Siifferings of th£ author. Dis- 
cover the coast of Africa. fVhales approach 
the vessel. See the Table Mountain of the 
Cape of Good Hope. The captain resolves to 
go into the port. The ship carried to the south- 
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ward by the current. Dreadful storm. Tfie 
author^ s reflections. "Hie vessel loses her reck^ 
oning'-^is m great distress^— again discovers 
tJie land — anchors in False Bay. 

W^E pfoceedai for several days on pur voyage 
with a iaivo^raU^ when one morning 

we 4^scovered that the captain had altered 
the shipt*s .cbiurse^ fix)m south to south-east. 
T^is- ;circum6tanoe created in the passenger^ 
mud) astonis)»nent; but the e3q)lanation only 
4id4ed to our mortificatipn : the fact was, oui: 
ftock of water had been so much esspended 
4*Jring our detention at the mouth of the river, 
fLhat it now became requisite to bear away for 
the Nicobar Islands, in order to replenish that 
aticiispensable article.. 

;< tTliese islamic which are about eighte^i in 

^^ number, are more or less inhabited, and are 

^^'fteqoently resorted to by ships in want of 

^v^ater or provisions. We attempted to reach 

4feft> largest, which is called tiieCamicoba?', but 



^me blown off. ;' We wem equally immo^Mfii^ 
in attempting to gain the second; but wHti 
great efforts we anchored after midnight betti? 
the third. ' 

In our approach to these islands^ a circdrfi^ 
stance occurred which was quite novel to hie. 
When we came in sight of the land, I wished 
to behold it more distinctly, and for that pur- 
pose borrowed a telescope; but upon api^ing 
the: inetrument to my eye, I could not distin^ 
guish the l^id. Being astonished at thils cliv 
cumstance, I requested one of the most intd^ 
ligent officers to explain to me the cattse of itJ 
He replied : " These islands are, in feet, still 
^f below the horiajon,- being concealed from ouf 
** view by the spherical body of water between tks 
" and them ; and what we now behold is caused 
^^ by the power of refraction, which, in a dense 
^* atmosphere, apparently raises all bodies cofi- 
^* siderably above their real altitude. ** Mbi>^ 
plainly to elucidate this axiom, he threw a 
ring into a China bowl, and carried it tq sucli 



{$e> then filkd; the bowl with water, wh^n^ by 
tt)^rref^sH^p pcwer^ the riqg appeared ;tDfi9a^ 
on the top of the water. As this expUmationj 
although interesting, does not solve the diffi- 
Qft|^^,it is , probable the. telescope was out of 
c^^r^^or thftt ,they playqd pie some tri^k oa 
^s^jQpcasicoa,^ 

tiri':hAefttSm digression, I return to mydiavn-^ 
tiye. The island at which we anchored is 
nam^ Tribift^ica^d, is aboolt fortyHfive.milea in 
circumfereace ;^ IH©^ twQrptberftrirt sight j«ere 
cftU^Bfljqu^yjandiBigo Several of the i«- 
|[^^tant? p^in^ pff ta us frpp all the three 
i^lw#^.^^d Iw*^^ lyith tjieip .^bwudftnqe of 
jJgUpip^s., cocoa- ivuUy pine-_^ples, ; pjfiutaijis, 
pjjj^, aj^icji, other fruits, also ducks -and fowls, 
eUt.cjf which^ tJbey rea(Hly exchanged for clo^h, 
t^htsfop^ ^i\d my kind. of cut^ry ; but they did 
not^ appear to set niuch value upon gold or 
silver, these precious metals not being yet cur- 
rent among them. , 



that tei> of ttem ;«fere^ fariia .tobi^ 



These islands, being situated lu^ar thej 
RQctial line,: have two. Springs and tWQ Jlnsn 
tumns.; and a$ .the: sun had l^idy i^MsdJto 
the R^h o^ tlie linejt w€i.)iad ince$£^nt^)||iq)a?^ 



' -The irfiaWtwife^ kffe wdl made, and^veiy 
mb^f^r. The^a#ei9f a lii^t^ dii^p<)sitibii, and 
resemble the Peguers andChisae^fe k^ 
but are of a "wheat colour, with scarcely any 
b^ivti ^llidir dbtbmg ^cinsistaQiereifoCamar- 
f<))r Imrftlige r6iMtd the wsi^ Bdng afio^nsd 
f<>"gd^ on*shore%r'ttie purpose ^shoctttng, -xiif 
had* frei^tient o^pbrtiuMties df sieStSn^ (tMiM^ 

ten, mdny ot'vlhdik I thcrtiglit y^^ handiiJMMf! 
Tfieir hoiiSfesirelbnflt of wood andTjajntibfeoisiJ'^iriBl 
thatched roofe, and are always circular, refeflP 
Wing a «tack of com. Several of them, ftb^eVfe^ 



c«mfii$t4#4hiiid> istoriea ; ^die>groviiid^oar b^mg 
kept for the goats, poultry, &c. The middk 
Mopy isappftipriated to the men, md the upper 
story to the women. They are of the;Mdham^ 
medan religion, and keep their women con-* 
ce»kdy iSot permitting them to have any abm-^ 
Bft^i^tk>n with strangers. They build v&rf- 
6earbo4ts,:a»d have even constructed tvmot 
three ships iti the European iiMinner. I was 'iS^ 
much captivated' by the mildness of the clim^c^ 
the bes^ty of the plains and rivulets, and with 
^ kii^d c^ life ^nd fir^edcHn >ylv^ the ^men 
^jpy^ th^t I bad. n^^iafiy vesol^ 
py-abodftamoiig tbeaoL ' : >! >: 

. Havir^ igeplcnished ouc^ stock' of watet*, 
Bad recetwd qn board a coni^derable supply -of 
fmwi&M0 our aq>tam wbs alxlut' to depart, 
Mibmi ^ ciroM3ps^a9c^ QpP^^i^i'^ f^hich of^ca- 
|l^^$aed;AQ|p^dday, a^ wh^er we 

Ij^JK^ld Jijive been sJ^le to proceed ^ny further 
qg<Qi)f voyage. TTie fact was this : sixteen of 
giurjt^ Lascars (or Indian- sailor^)^ being 

VOL. I. D 
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much disgusted with tiie treatment th^: ref- 
ceived on board this ship, dese^ted^ and hid( 
thepiselvee in the woods; and. it. wa^ di&- 
covered, that the remainder of the crew only 
waited the approach of night to follpw theeji:- 
ample of their comrades. In this dilqmma^ 
some of the principal people of the island^ 
fortunately came on board; and dreading 
the imputation of being in collusion with 
the deserters, they voluntarily ogibred to 
bring them back ; and the captain, who at* 
this period considered himself in a very critical 
situation, bound himself, by the most saqt;^ 
promises, to give them for tjieir trouble a^ 
number of pieces of the cloth which he had 
plundered from the ship burned in the Ganges, 
Stimulated by these promises, and being well, 
acquainted witji the woods and mountaias, th^yj 
in a short time caught the deserters, antf 
during the night brought them on board* The^ 
ungrateful wretch of a captain, however, repaid 
their exertions and kindness by the grioissest 
treachery; for pretending that he could not op^vt\ 
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th* KblliVhite it Wds d&rk, to taKe out the cloth, 
M^rbriiised, th^t if they would then go away, 
aftd* rfetdm in the morning, he would rewarS 
thoTi liberally for their trouble; but as soon 
a^ the day brbk^, he weighed anchor, and, be- 
fore th6 islanders were aware of his intention, 

(He vessel had proceeded many miles to the' 

■? ' • ■ , ■ ■ . 

sthifhwktd. 

• ' W(^ quitted these friendly islands on the 
4th cSr April V and three days afterwards we 
had the sun vertical, fn the seventh degree of 
northern latitude: the heat was consequently 
A^fery great; and for a fortnight Ve had much 
i^aihy weather, attended with calms. Our pro^ 
gress" was now very slow; and some days 
\^e had' riot above ten miles on our log- 
bbbk. it is 'generally observed, that calms pre- 
vdil in tfiie vicinity of the equinoctial line : this 
f suppose is caused by the influence of the sun. 

hi.:.-- ■ ^- • ■'■ ■• .■•...' — 

^- • , - • . ■. • ' 

'On the night of the l6th, being then near 

tn^ line, and the atmosphere perfectfy clear, 

D 2 
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we observed the (polar sterwith great :t»tteaftti^M« 
The constellations Ursa Major jBiidjMioor sifnr 
peared to be elevated above the polar ^tar^ieqtuil 
to thesaltitude which that star has in Qpybuttots 
while the latter was sunk nearly to the margin 
ofjliie hort2»n. I am therefore of opfi^ion 
tbat the polar star is seldom seen niearer ti* 
the ':lihe' than the fourth or fifth dq^nse <^ 
northern^ latitfade ; and, in lact, -we: didvfldt 
kgxm isebnityHM^^ aftsr haying doubledA^^htt 
^apejandiiteicroafed the. line^ iii^ .«rriyod:ji 
siecoAdiinSjf -in the above latitiadefei -i ,;o ^'?r^ 

■'' --'^ ^•-* ; ;i" ' '•■'.. '.:• ;'-■■■., • t^^■ : .\a 

Ori> the igth we creased the^ equirtoctirf 
Kne, Sri the looth de^ee east longitude ^ of 
Londbn^l For several- days |^f we h^d seett- ii 
nilAbet' df birds, some as lafge -as^ a goeddi, 
arid ofhefs about the size of a pigeon. Itfey 
live eritirely upon fish, and rest on tt^ watft^ 
during the night. When they wish te pr6pa- 
^te their species; they gain the coast 'by')^ 
grees, and remain on shore during the -tifiie'^f 
incubation. One of the smaller kind^'aKghked 



dl»ittf*the ift^htit^TV tfiTiasto and 

was ^c&n^t \^ ±bA saAotk v ii y^^w probably 
ttti^llji> for 'when it was ttErr^ loose next 
vxt^tnmg, it couH with diflScuky flyaway. 

'•'■' 'On this d^ ihe sailors exhibited a ridicidous 
&rC9^ Three'^ of the principal ones dressed 
^emedves in a strange mantaer^ dnd^ faavmg 
daabed their feces with red and yellow painty 
sAine upon the deek, their cloHihe^ and^/tirtific^ 
liasr^dri^ing with water. One of thbm carried 

a book, and another a trUmpfeftij^he thi^tJ was 

ft 

more extravagantly dressed, and appeared the 
teipeiior. Chairs having bc^ offiered>( they 
kieattrf. themselves ; whon jthe truj^peter pr<>- 
jcl^medi'jthglL JVep^^ of the Seay had 

•hpjftouredjthe^ship by a visityon its c^proach 
db^H'l^is residence. , The mock deity then coni- 
.,Bqi§ugyde4i }that all persons on board, who had not 
,]g§|bire c^fossed the line, should be surppioned to 
afpe^j:^ iand that they should be cleansed from 
)gjl^,,^ir: former sins by immediate ablution. 
y^^5rx)£,the yoimg men and boys/ wlip had not 
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i^forewitnesis^d tbis cei^mony^i being alant^ 
ran and. hid themselves in different p^^^^ disol 
some of them even climbed ta the very; tojp 
of the mast$; but the secretary, opening his 
book, read over the name of every person 
>¥ho was liable to. this disciplijae, and insifjted 
Upon his being brought to the presence. Tte 
qpjprit, having his eyes bound, was then. forced 
JtQ -silt ;Pp»:.a plankt which was laid aorots ia 
tub, and,. i^everal. buckets of sea water wex^ 
poured over his head ; and the plank being at 
the sa^oe tiine drawn from under hirp, he was 
i^l^ipers^d in the tub. ; Whm it came to my 
turn, by the nf^ediationof, one q£ .the. afficer?, 
jyid a present of some bottles of brandy, I was 
jexcused this disagreeable cere9>ony ; and the 
fai'ce haying terminated^ Neptune and hisxjpm- 
paftions ijetqrned, apparently, to their sub- 
marine abode. 

On the 25 th we saw a numerous shoaLpf 
flying fish. Many of these rose three or four 
.yards iMgh, wd flew nearly tjie distance of 



AOOpaces^* ^b^ mo(30n dp th^ir -i^ittgs was 
miBCtiy lik^ that of a bird; : andvalthough 1 had 
ifcequeBJtly^ heaxd them described by tmvelleiv^ 
dEiiCQuId Dot credit the report, but supposed 
itheir motion was that of leaping; but I am 
incJw perfectly convinced they may be classed 
among the flying animals. Many of them 
'fell upon the ship, and were served at table. 
I thought them good food, aind famed they 
had somewhat the flavour of a bird. ''^* * 

f Having reached the fifth degree of south 
latitude^ we perceH?ed tlie weather 'get ciotl- 
Sideriaibly eodler, although the stth was' not 
yet twenty degrees from us. Whenwe arrived 
in the twfelfth degree, the atmosphere teing 
remarkably clear, I sought in the heavens fdr 
sbme star which might point out the southern 
pole; but we could not even find any constelk- 
tion corresponding either with the Ursa Major 
•lOr Minor, much less a polar star. 

^ ' Oh the 2tth we entered the region cftiit 



4* .;>:.i^hTlH«!xIR*Vlti»Si ORjJli.: 

tifAde/ wit)4«^n}?This being onevof the .pl^ftHflh 
mena of i^tupe^ Jt jiecjuinGid^.soBie mpki^tiom 
Tks^ .EiOropeaiii navigators havey by expenemo^ 
4i^PQvered> that betweea the 10th 3aiid' 2atfo 
degt'eeft of V souther^ latitude the wisid-^icoiib 
staptly blows from the &oud3[> eaBfe^:.wfaiohjis' 
equally serviceable to ships coming to India 
c^ returning from it, and conveys .them. ra- 
gidjy i^hj-jpiigh .eighty degrees of longitudfiirr lb 
i^ gOfiet^y pupposed^ that if it was ^not 'fiii} 
l^e inter veiling pf the Cape of Good Hope and 
oC i ^oniiii M^l^^i ^^p$ mi^ .ciraimaay<3gate< 
tb^f glf^te. 4j^ i thesp >latitudi3s jn a . very ijboitb 
g©r^<;j4v^ AA' these wi^s , were first discovtr^ 
bjr.^^B^pie, e^iployed. in . trad?, and are^ Very> 
%ouyable, to . ppipm^ccj.,^ h^tm. 

n^anjted T^ctde, fi^n^^: but, ^g^cept ia. .tlj*. 
latitudes abojfe iqent^ojijed, tlie CQuirse. of jth© 
win^, fj^rjyrig .the voyage .is variable a^^ .^gn 
c^rlmn. . .^ ... ., . .^oqi' 

^^ ..jpurjflg the ;fir4,wQek of iVIay, whilsl; wc 
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wiadis^itAisb tln^^ itM^ias-^igh ^ the ship^ and 

stfii^-Wiiulav^;^ i U\ was impossible to ^e^^ ibft^ 

. without, great idifikuhy. j i 

r Atohouglj we were then only thirty^rtfe 
dfcgreesdBrcHH die Sim, yet th^ cold waid to'se\iei»e 
ttett we were obliged t(>/|wtiiO|i \^r^ii?writt 
dlothingf . and .spread Waakets^ md^ "qmltB dft 
our.beds* It appeared to^me very exVtawiSMrf^ 

^> theyear >in Bengal^ii^uld^^be so-wctretiidiy 
odd here. ^ We.f>a6sed «he IsljUKtof Matifftiiitfy 
and the «outh' end aP -Madagii^car, ^ it thfe^ 
distance o^ Mxty or severity le^ek "the 
latter, I understand, is governed hy a McP 
hammedan king, and the Arabic^iang^dagb fii 
spoken in some parts of it, 

V As from our first setting out on tfefe voyage 
we had great apprdiensicms of being ca^tiired 
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hy the French^ who were then at was? witii 
the English, our fears were kicreaaftd tai-^^W 
^vhilst in the vicinity of their islands; tod if 
by chance a ship was discovered by our gla»e3, 
we concluded it was an enemy, and were almdst 
reduced to despair: we were however fortunate 
enough not to be molested by any of them. 
■* • - ' - • 

^ About this time we had a dreadfal stornH 
tvhi^h lasted four days, during which period 
the sea ran mountains high 5 and the force 6f 
the waves striking against the ship was sttch 
as to preclude the possibility of standing; aild 
even when seated, our heads were khocbesd 
with violence against the sides of the ship^ 
During this scene, Mr. G-—d, who was of ah 
enormous size, aiid whose cabin was ^epd- 
rated from mine only by a canvas partition, 
fell with aU his weight upon my breast, and 
hurt me excessively. What rendered thfe 
circumstance more provoking was, that if, by 
any accident, the smdtest noise was made ih 
my apartment, he would call out, with all that 



Oiiferbeftping inM^noe which c\mnGb^tizQ$ the 
/vtalgar^paKt of the English in their condiici 
toQFimXsiSy. " What are yo\i abo\it >, you 
^^ idbo't let me get a wink of sleep ! " Bsod mek 
other rqde expressions^ 

©uring the stcMrm, it wm with jmidi 
difficulty we could get any provisions dressed 5 
an4 these we were obliged to eat totting in 
i^mr beds^ To add to our distreSfs^: th^leaks.o/ 
Ithe $hip, which £|t the commwc^ment, of the 
voyage were oaly trifUng, <nQW incr^«fied.tQ 
Wph a deg^Poe, A^t ij^^ piinips w^re k^pt a,t 
^m^k bpth day ^ night- l^hk cjrQUflasta^ce 
.«ivich alam^ed qiany of;;the. passeogers^; .hv^t 
J(9r my p^t^.I was so tireclof life^ that! b^^c^mp 
{(erectly ixidiffereisit about our fate, ,;.,,,: 

hi Notwithstanding thQ r^ing of the e^Dfienta, 
J^.saw a^ei?al birds whose fornx ^d not; appear 
cflcylated to contend with storpjs, . ,Tl\eir 
.|pjodies were not larger than a kite's^ but their 
jwfiijgsext^i^ded n^y fcuf yards. . . , . . . 



- On die 24tli of May we hfed a viewef jiftrt 
ttf the eontinent of Africa, about *iO0^ jmltes ' ttt 
the north (rf the Gape tf Good Hope r aril! 
iakhough we had not the most distaht inXetdidii 
of going on shore here, yet the sight bf ^laht! 
brought tears into my eyes. While sailing al6ftg 
this coast, we had frequent opportunities of 
s^mg one of the wonders of the deep. SweSrd 
fished called itrfutles' approached so close to the 
shJpythafe we cotlld vie?^^ them distinctly: Thfey 
wferdfotirf thhes^Hie «i2e of the largest eleph^tj 
'ifeid'hsul' imniei^ r.6strils, whence they jthreT<r 
np the ti^ef ttt the height of fifteen yii-ck 
As these animals are obliged -fiequetttly Id 
come to -the) top of the sea fojrthe^ purpose -of 
respiration, they are easily discowred/ -and are 
killed^by tiie Europeans for the sake of their 
oil, spermaceti, and whalebone, all of which 
are articles of great value. The capture of 
them is however attended with mucd> daJ^r, 
aodfleqwres great dexterity. ; { ijt; 

5>..: Bumng. the remainder Qf:„the,®onthy,sef 
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h^^^ suQb.,:4r€^^l giv^rtiepj tiajit 1m several 
4^y^.^;^ i^jghte ;we could xiottsee either ^ sifst 
qf.j sta^^.i jai^ as the .wgy^s were ocH^istantlgF 
^^§Im^ over thie ship, we were obIig^^.fc^p 
t^h^tphe^^ cov^redi thereby excluding, aU,ligl>t, 
ayQ4>.CQiii|>elling us. either to sit in darkAe»?^.9r 
constantly, tp burn candles, of which thjere lyja^ 
iijgr^gJb sca5«4,ty on board. In short, we pas3e4 
§ur tjjin€i., li)Le>4ead bodie^ shut up in dart^fffi^ 
^Qpftned, c^Us; , and had. ijt ijpt beeij,%r^j^J}^ 
i]f^qe^^ant nqi^e ^d jarring pf. the ^jpen^ 
^^jXVght have .^wpppsj^ ourgelv^, . ip^bft^^j^ 
c^^^ pother wprl^,, pfJi^fj ^d ^ .Ij^k.pf t^ 
gfrj$q,pl,H^^:. .. .,. ,,, j.^v^p,- , ^r?j; ^A 
i^* ©atfcw ttHBTiifgfiti anddteadfet thtiiiidJieof'tfife 

i i ^^ i Little: dd they kmow ^ ;fmr ftitua*ion^ ; wW ans 
^', , , ; ; . traydling merrily on the shore.'*, f . . ; > ^ 

<--€fe^tMe 4th of June we came in sight tif 
the high land of the Cape,'<^ted Table Mow»- 
tain ; and shortly, after had a view of Table 
B6y>^&etbe bottom of 'which is situated the 
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Gape Tdwn. It wa^ now ra^ fcnoviH, th«t^ 
bur water aend- provisions being nearly expendedi^ 
it wais requisite wie should go into the port foi* 
a fresfc supply. Although this was contra^' 
to our agreement with the captain, and' th^ 
measure would probably be attended with miWfit 
delay and expence to the passengers^ yet, ^s 
there was no other remedy, we were obliged td^ 
consent. As but a few hours of the day 
remained, and it was thought dangerous, on 
account of the rocks, to ent^r the bay irt the 
dark, it aH^s determined that the ship shoiild 
stand off and on during the night, and proceacf' 
in early next morning. It so happened, thjrf' 
throughout the night the wind was extreme!^ 
favourable, and we might haw bcteh all landed ' 
without any trouble or expence at Cape Town i* 
but, contrary to our hopes, the second officeri' 
having gone to sleep during his watch, alldwetf' 
the ship to run so far to the southward/ that' 
during the whole of the next day we could 
not regain the land. A second night Was 
therefore passed in tacking back and forwattl^^ 
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and oa the f<^wing morning, when we 
A^ere about to enter the bay, a sudden stormy 
accjompaniixi by thunder and lightning, caim^ 
on, which carried us, before it ceased, five 
degrees to the southward. The abip vwa9 
also struck by the lightning, three o£ the* 
orew were killed, and two others ^^ver€JIy 
burned. : /=♦ 

• I, .f ..■,■>■ 

For the benefit of my countrymen wha 
mdy be inclined to travel, J shall. here relate 
a f few of the hardshipa and mortificatictoa* 
which I aidured on board this shq), iil- hope* 
that they will take warning by my sufferings, 
a^ derive some advantage from my experience. 
Itt the first plac^ I must advise them^. sever 
to . embark in any but aa EngUsh ve$My 
and if they are not possessed of sufficient 
^ealth to provide themselves with a number o^ 
articles, not. to undertake the voyage*, 

w ' • ■■ .-•.■•«. 

^ J shall comprise the miseries of this ^iip 
unjdeir four classes: • * » 



4« ' ^- im»^^iatMVUJA own i u: 

1^6^ fkTSt ie thai to ^icbieM^eey^i shi^ is 
liable } via^ the want'of geod lapeBd,^ htttler^ 
Qiflk, fruits Slid vegetables ^ to ^ich;dr$irto||9 
Kddedy drinking stinking water^i and. waabiilg 
the mouth with salt water ; also the ampimt^ 
of being shut up with dogs. and. faogs^talEd 
the difficulty of getting to and &o\m tb^ 
cparter-^llery, with the danger of .^baw^ 
wet^: or drowned, while there. To. theae 
(t. :9hoiiki add> the state of .suspense ^md 
«igitatk>n to which a. pensoti ^ iis comt$Lii4^ 
^po«td^ the:confei€(»ent in omypl^f^ ,mi 
:the)iSickiie3» corned J>y the,,mQtiDi|, pf-tjfew 

■ s'-: P.l ;vr-: :':■:/■?/ .h.-^.. ' ■'\ ....■..;■: '.Li-:. -:.■ .ill: ij'i 

,,^Th^i «iea>nd.. ^la$s,^i WQSp %(im: WWt. jsf 
wealth; viz. ^a s»aU -,^ dark cabiaji,,i^i|i 
•the coxiJSieqpentN derivation of a\Xf^^nd,J^^%; 
tiie neglect .of servants ; the waat of a^^gJiijp 
cot, oh, account of the deficiency of |txx>m j 
and the tyranny or rudeness of my neighbours, 
who. ever studied their own convejiienoe »et. 
n^y expence. ,;.i; 
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ti Thfir tlpfri «l4i$iia xxinfiwai to^ fcwreigBi^rs, by 
Ithidn^ Ijaxxm personafwhoiare^not SuropeiWIi; 
V&i^ lhe4ifitt)uky ftf ahavitig oneself; the cutting 
Ctfxidoe^ onm heard and naiJs; not having «oy 
ftha^ pktioe for abkitioa; the iile(:^e£^ty of 
jdsinngrwitl^^ fork; aod ti0» 'inne 

pdssibility of purificattCHi. From the latter. I 
gttftered much iticonvenience ; foi? ae^ ifc was 
wily cusliomary Qw.- board to dfftt5\'iip water in 
bui^kets early in the morning, at which, time all 
th^crew washed themselves and whatever else 
fchty F^^kedy I was fre€pi«»tly u&d^r , 4:he n^- 
c^sity of drawing it u|) ivii^en I wai^ted it^ln 
one of my own copper vessels ; but during-the 
rough weather many of these were lost in the 
Wteinpt, and I was at last- rediiced te one Wer. 
If '^he^^fore relinquished the pracfiicfe of purifl- 
* eaStion/ and was consequently ' in<ihpac!rtated 
<^htn tlfe other duties of our rel^ioh. ' -;-"' ^ ' 

^2i; xTfie fourth class is confined. ta;*s^s.«o^ 

Jbeksnging to the English; -vi55:*..iidise andrto- 

mvdt when any business is done ; - tte «4)ii$ive 
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language made use of while heaving thf 
anchor ; the quantity of bilge-watet allowed 
to remain in the ship; and the unnecessary 
destruction of every thing on board. To thes6 
may be added, the quantity of stinking salt fisl^ 
and putrid eggs^ of which the sea store is. com- 
posed, and the absurd custom of the cre\y 
lying on the wet decks ; with a total want of 
discipline in the sailors, and science in the 

officers. 

, . . .■..••« 

It was from a thorough knowledge of alj 
these circumstances, that my good friend Miv 

A B — k of Calcutta strongly advised me 

nbt to embark in any but an English ship ; but 
finding I was detennined to go in the Dane, 
he repeatedly desired I would carry on board a 
number of dried fruits, preserves, biscuitsj^ &c? 
and also take with me a plentiful supply pf 
warm clothing. Not content with this advi^f 
alone, he sent me a present of all the^e 
things: and fortunate it was for me that I 
had such a friend, as without these ^ article;? 



i' should either havered of hunger, or perished 
with t!he cold/ 

'^ The gale abated oh the 13th of the month, 
but bur condition was not much improved 
thereby ; as, in consequence of our not seeing 
the sun for several days, and not having a 
obri^ect Ephemeris on board, together with the 
v^ht of skill in the officers, we had completely 
lost our reckoning; and not a person in the 
ship could tell where we were, or how we ought 
id steer. To add to our distresses, it was now 
dliS'eovered that we had only water for a few 
ilSays remaining. Thus we were nearly reduced 
to (despair ; and had it not been for the mercy 
dif <jod, we must have perished. During this 
dreadful state of suspense, apd at a time when 
ail file officers supposed we were far to the 
we^ of the Cape, and nearly half way to St. 
tieleha, it happened that the steward of the 
slSp, who possessed a keen sight, and who had 
lade several voyages to India, came on the 
]»5 to' ascertain the quantity of poultry 
R 2 



■j^ 



remaining. Having cast his eyes as£em of the 
ship^ he exclaimed^ ^^ There is tjie' land 1 x oii 
^^ are leaving it behind you." On hearing this 
jo3rful news, some of the officers went to the 
mast head, and with their spy-glasses clearly 
discerned the land, but even then could not 
say what place it was : they however put tKe 
ship about, and stood towards it, and in tne 
course of a few hours ascertained it to be tifie 
Table Mountain and Sugar-loaf Hill of the 
Cape, lliis intelligence roused the drooping 
spirits of the crew, and every exertion w^ 
made to gain the wished-for port. 

On the 21st we were opposite, the eri^ 
trance of Table Bay; but the monsoon having 
changed, it became requisite that we should 
now go to False Bay ; no vessel being pemiit- 
ted to enter the former after a certain perib^ 
when the wind, coming to the' south wl^% 
renders it, for four months in the year, a Very 
unsafe anchorage. On this account the ^Gfeh- 
Vernor has positive orders not to allow iany rffel 



to, wter the port, and even to fire cannon 
at them if they refuse to obey the signal. 

On the evening of the 23d of July we 
with some difficulty entered False Bay ; but as 
it soon became dark, we were obliged to cast 
anchor, lest the ship should run on the rocks. 
Chi the following morning we again got und^r 
W^y, and at noon anchored opposite the town. 

This town is situated at the bottom of 
B, verdant mountain, clothed with a variety 
of flowers and odoriferous herbs. It consists 
of about thirty houses only: these are, how- 
ever, very regular and well built, and each 
of them contains a pipe of running water : 
itj is therefore peculiarly well adapted as 
a place of refreshment for ships during the 
south-west monsoon. We accordingly found 
sixteen vessels lying here, two of which were 
men of war, stationed to protect the harbour 
f^nst the French. As a long time had 
elwsed since I had seen the habitations of men« 
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I was much struck with the appearance of 
this town, and the beauties of its port; nor 
did I ever before experience such pleasing sen- 
sations as when I landed there. 

On the 24th, all the passengers, except 
myself, went on shore ; for as I had very littfe 
money with me, I dreaded the expence, and 
remained oil board. My situation was how- 
ever rendered more comfortable by the supplies 
of ff^h provisions^ fhiit, &c. whidi were daily 
received from the shore. 









CHAP. IV. 

Tiie Author disembarks^ and kdre^ 4adgm^ 4jU 
y^.^Fcdse. Bay — description of his Ic^i^lordan^ 
, familyr—is hospitably received by tjie Com^onr 
. dant of the British troops-r-markef^ utj^nttQn 
r ^ the queers of the Royal Tiavy—riiK^r^p^ 
conduct of his landlordn-rhe det^mP^s.Qv, pro- 
ceeding to Cape Town — account of his journey. 
Description of the town^ and remarks occasioned 
thereby. Character of the Dutch inhabitants^ 
and their conduct to slaves , Description of the 
climate, and of the country in the vicinity 
of the Cape ; also of the fruits, vegetables, 
animals, and other productions. People of va- 
rious nations settled at the Cape. The author 
meets with several Mohammedans, Panegyric 
on General Dundas and the British officers. 
The author sells his slave and some other 
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property y in ortkr to support his expeuces. 
The Danish skip brought from False Bay, 
to Table Bay — her captain prosecuted far 
plundering the vessel in the river Ganges, and 
his ship thereby prevented from proceeding, 
oen her voyage. The other passengers prosecute 
. the captain, and recover half (he sum they had. 
paid^ . The author takes his passage for 
jRngland*^ . . i 

AivTiRR some da3rs i learned that all the pasr 
sengers^ being disguafaed with the bad ccmduct 
of the captain, had resolved not to return on 
board again, but to proceed to the Cape 
Town, and wait there the arrival of some 
EngUsh vessel, in which they might embark 
iffr Europe. I was therefore under the nei 
cessity either of abandoning my companions/ 
or of incurring a heavy expence by quitting 
this disgusting ship : and having reserved upbi( 
the latter, I went on sliore, and took up my 
residence at the house where the other past- 
dengers were staying^ .1 



^ >Otiii'-^ljtttfil<»tii who ^vas called Bame^3 was 
a^v;viery aSiootfa s|>e«fcaf'^ s^d appeared very 
polite; He said he was by tl^lsofent a- Scoteh- 
Mm, tfacmgh born and bred aniofigst tlie 
Ihitefa. With this person I agreed for my 
bbai^ and lodgings, at the rate of five rupees 
a day. His family consisted of his wife, two 
childretii and five slaves j and notvkithstanding 
there were fifteen of us, including swvants, 
who lodged in the house, they attended mi- 
nutely to ail < our wants, iindoevenTantsGrpat^ 
dw wishes^ withoat asif 4ioise> buslte^ or 

>n Some time prefvious^ t<> otif arrival at/th^ 
Gape, it had been taken possessicmofby tiie 
English^ and wa$ garrisoned by about 5000 
Bnropeapf) soldiers, under the command o£ 
Generd Dundas (a nephew of the celebrated 
Mr^iDundas, one of. the principal ministers o£ 
the British Empire), who also" acted asGoverw 
nor during the absence of Lord Macartney. 
The troops at False Bay were oommrmded 
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by. Captain Ct — -s> on whom I waited^ an4^wa^ 
received with grjeat attention and politenjesis,. 
He returned my yisit on the following day, 
and invited me to dine with him* We foua4 
a large company assembled, and were enter- 
tained in a very sumptuous manner. Althouglj 
I then understood English but imperfectly^ 
yet the marked attention of Captain and.Mj^^ 
C — I — 6 and their friends was so flatteri«g, 
that I never spent a more agreeable day in 
my life. On. ;taking. leave, they reque€ft(2d 
me . to drink tea with theni every ev^iqg 
I was disengaged, during my stay at False Bay* 
From the captains of the ships of war I al^o 
receivedi the great^est attention. They ii^vited 
me twice to entertainments on board, and sent 
their own barges to convey me. Upon en*-' 
fering and leaving the ship I was saluted by 
the discharge of a number of pieces of cannon^ 
and was treated in every respect as a per^K;)^ 
of consequence, » 

After a short residence with Mr. Barncitj 



I- experienced a very great clmi^ in his beha^ 
#3Uf. Our table became daily worsfe supplied^ 
aihA hii'coiiduct was sometimes rude. Hfe one 
dSy banie and desired I would change ifiy 
apartihent for a smaller one, as he expected 
tl[ibi*e guests, and could put up two or thrae 
tfeds in my room. After I had temoved my 
liiggage to another, he then- t6ld me'^^A^r^ 
r^rii \\^s pre-engaged, and that I must remove 
td a third, in which L fdund a gentljmkn's 
triihlts, who was gone toGnpeToviW, andimi^ 
possibly return during die night. I waismuch 
irritated at such coiid^t, tthd asfced^htei what 
hfe mfeant. He replied^ that he had let nie' have 
hiy lod^ngs too cheaji; and that if I widied 
to remain there, I must pay him ten ri;^)ec8 
{!st. 1 . 5s.) a day. I observed that his behaviour 
Wis that of a blackguard Dutchman, and that I 
shduld quit his house the next day. laocoi^ 
^gly made my preparations for proceeding t» 
Cape Town; and although I left His' hou^ 
before sun-rise, he insisted on my paying him 
fbrthe whole of that day; He also charged me 
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by. Captain On s, on whom I waited^ an4ywa$ 

received with grjeat attention and politeiiess. 
He returned my visit on the following day, 
ond invited me to dine with him. We foun4 
a, large company assembled, and were enter- 
tained in a very sumptuous manner. Although 
I then understood English but imperfectly, 
yet the marked attention of Captain and Mrs. 
C — ^ — 6 and their friends was so fluttering, 
that I never spent a more agreeable day in 
iby life. On ;taking. leave, they requested 
me . to drink tea with thert every evening 
I was disengaged, during my stay at False Bay. 
From the captains of the ships of war I also 
re©ehred: the greatest attention. They invited 
me twice to entertainments on board, and sent 
tiieir own barges to convey me. Upon en- 
tering and leaving the ship I was saluted by 
the discharge of a number of pieces of cannon, 
and was treated in every respect as a pqraon 
ef consequence. 

After a short residence witli Mr. Barne;t. 
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I experienced a very great change in his beha- 
\*iour. Our table became daily worse supplied, 
and his coriduct was sometimes rude. He one 
day came and desired I would change my 
apartment for a smaller one^ as he expected 
more guests^ and could put vip two or three 
beds in my room. After I had removed my 
luggage to another J lie then told me that 
room was pre-engaged^ and that I mu^t remove 
to a third^ in which I found a gentleman's 
trunks, who was gone to Cape Town, and might 
possibly return during the night, I was much 
irritated at such conduct^ and asked him what 
he meant. He replied^ that he had let me have 
my lodgings too cheap; and that if I wished 
to remain tltere, I must pay him ten rupees 
{st. 1 . BsJ) a day. I observ^ed that his behaviour 
was that of a blackguard Dutchman^ and that I 
sliould quit his house the next day, I accor- 
dingly made my preparations for proceeding to 
5^ ; and although I left Ws hou^e 
•ise, he insisted on my paying him 
^ of that day. He also charged me 
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Very iextraragaotly fi>r my washing, and other 
iimtters wherein I had employed him. But I 
was still more provoked at the behaviour of hia 
tirife, to whom, on the day of my arrival, I hfld 
presented a bag of fine Bengal rice, wbrth 
at the Cape forty or fifty rupees : she was in 
consequence very polite for three or four days,^ 
litit afterwards totally changed her conduct. ; \'- 

■On Iftie 2d of July I set out for Cape Town; 
iflkicioach drawn by ^ght horses, all of which 
Wwti driven by one mah, and with such dexte* 
rity as I have never' witnessed. Part of Ihe 
road was through water up to the horses' bel- 
IteA; in toother place the wheels suftk nearly 
Tip to the ^xle-trefeS'in ' s^nd ; and although we 
dhnbed and descended very steep mountains,' 
y^ were seldom out of a gallop. When we 
approached within four or five miles ctf ' the 
town, we found the road broad and even, lined 
W each iide with hedges ; the country wa^ also 
well cultivated, and adorned by groves arid 
gardenss tvith here and there wiiidihiHfif and 
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^Mrm -houses, which much ornamented the 
icenery. On this road the English and .^ 
genteel Dutch families take the air, eit)ier-Q^ 
hpjsseback or in carriagea, every day from noon 
till four o'clock. ■■,.-■ ^r 

At the dist»[)ce of three miles, the town 
appears very beautiful and superb, £M;id.jmuch 
delights the beholder. The distance from 
False Bay to Cape Town ia a day's ; journey; 
but as there are houses for the .^tertdinment 
of travellers on the road, weliad a a)mibrtahle 
breakfast and dinner at theproper hours. . - 

It was nearly dark w^en we wtered tho 
town; and lodgings having been ^^ecuried ^ 
roe by one of my ship-mates,. I drove directly 
U^fMr. Clark's, the best house.. of th^t dt^ 
spription in the town. 

o Two sid^ of the town aresunpunded' by 
fj^pun tains; and sjome of the houses are so ne^ 
ifeg/^f^te^I^and, that a.jtrangea- i» m <k^^f 
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it^ fiilKfig 4m them. These mountains are 
oblv^red with a; variety of flowers and sweet 
lie^,'' and sefford an excellent pasture fyi 
itettlettiiey also abound with springfe of jdcli^ 
oious water, which not only ^pply the ii^abiM 
tants with that indispensable element, but 
^elBo- serve to turn mills, and to irrigate the 
Jands when requisite, : • 

. . ,^^\ip. imbabitaut^ of the Cape freqvi^^itly 
o^rin .pextjes, of-plea^jiire qji ,the top. of the 
5?}^^/e]Z((z^rf- ^d althou^^ sever^ places in 
the rpad are so, sjteep that they cannot be 
ascended without the aid of ropes, the Dutch 
Ij^es are ,SQ accustomed to qlimb precipices, 
th^t they ^vvays accompany the men on these 
excursion^., . . 

On another side of the town is Table Bay, 
on the shore of which are erected very fornii- 
^ble batteries, sufficient to prevent any enemy 
from entering it. Some batteries liave also been 
constructed on the land side, lii short, the 
foitifications of this jplace were sb strong, that 
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wlikeri the English came to attack the Gape, 
they, found it expedient to proceed to Falat 
Bay, and effect their debarkation at that 
p6kit : they thence proceeded by land, and 
ImViilg with great difficulty clambered oi^r the 
mountains, made their attack on the land 
side, and thus compelled the Hollanders to 
capitulate. < 

The town is about six milesin circumference. 
A few of the houses ate* built of stone, bttt 
the generality of thefm are only brick and 
mortafr. The street^are vefy br6adand'i§traigttt; 
atttl jmved on each side with llttge bticks or 
flag stones. Each street is also provided wifli 
one or two channels for carrying off the w^ter, S6 
that even in winter there is scarce any mud <5r 
dirt to be seen* Each side of the street is also 
planted with a row of trees, . which afford an 
agreeable shade ; and along the front of every 
house is erected a seat of masonry, about 
a yard high, for the inhabitants to sit on and 
smoke their pijpes in the summer eyemngs. 



^e Heliahdersy fippeared to me ex^U^t. - - 

' The fiimiture of some of th^hoi^s -^s very 
degant, consisting of mirrors, pictiir^^ g^^MK 
dolesi - lustres, and a "great ^^lantity^ of pfote^ 
The ^Us of the rbom were covered vith 
vatiegSked paper, and hung with hahdsprne 
window curtains, some of chintss, others of 
Velvet 5 in -*h6i^t, the splendour^ of- -this town 
i^ttite obliterated -from my mind ^U the - itiag*^ 
riificente of Gsilcutta, which I tetdpreviou^ 
csartisid*rfed a$ superior to aay thmg to^be ^afed 
hetvfe€h India rind Biiropev In the' 'setjttel 
I ^changed niy epinion r^a^teting the Oape!; 
ittid-'fftdeejd I m^y gay,' that •frWnopnyviitiit 
setting out on this jourtiey, till my arrival nki 
England, I ascended the pinnacle of magnifi- 
oiKrice and luxury; the several degi'ees 6r Stages 
i>( which were, Calcufb, the Gape/ OAHi, 
l)ublin, and London ;^ the bc&uty and gfrtit^etir 
\>feachcity effacing that' of the fermeh'' On my 
Vetum tdwkds Ihdia every tiiing %aS revfeM, 
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the i«t i^aee being alwaya infeiioir .to that 
I had quitted^ Thus, after a long residenee iii> 
London, Paris appeared to me much inferior ; 
for. although the latter contains more superb 
biukiipgs, it is nieitiier so regular^ kept so! 
dean, nor .so well lighted at nig^t as the 
former, nor does it possess so many square 
wr gardens in its ^vicinity ; in short, 1 thought 
I had fallen from Paradise into Hell. Bui 
«^en I' arrived in Italy, I was made sensiUe 
of the beauty of Paris. The cities of Italy rose 
in my ^estimation when I arrived at Con^ 
afeantinople : and the latter is a perfect Para- 
<di8e, compared to Bagd^, Mousulj'and other 
towns in the territory of the Faithful. AU 
these places I shall describe more particu- 
larly in the course of my Travels. *. . 

Ne^ly in the centre of Cape Town is a large 

handsome square, two miles in circumference, 

.ifi which the troops are exercised. Two. sidea- 

^itf the square are inclosed with streets of lofty 

liftuses^ a third is bounded by the Fort, and 
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tbarfowtk fecefii. th^-s^ ^JRb; Fort ^ rtiffik^, 
and mucfab reseoi^lea > tiiat of Calp^^%^ 1«i^t 
simalfer.r 7he iazam are well ^ilt> ^nd: WKJil 
supplied with ewiy i!equiikt;e. : ;, ;- . r 

Haviag said so miiGh of the place, I w& 
HOW take the liberty of describing th^ mkei^. 
]^itants« M thie Eun^im Putch ^iKomen whom 
I si^w, wefe v^ry fat, grdss, and Hisipid t but 
^ girls, bc^. at ^ Cape qre w^U. m^^ 
handsonip, aqd sprightly; th«y are al^ good? 
t]^ure4 but require costly {^-e^nt^^ i^vea 
the in^rrie4 woixien< are suspected; «nd each 
o^ th^ EngliiM^iB/^ of rank had his pwr 
ticular lady, whom he visited without any 
interruption firom the husband, who generally 
walked out when the admirer ^ entei;^ the 
house. The consequence was, that the English 
spent aljb tjie Paone;^ the^j^ got ; whil^ the Hol- 
landers becajpae rich> and more .afiiuent^ti^ 
!ivh^n under their own govemmentt . 

The generality of the DutchmiWr are Iqw^ 
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wif^isA asA ittJioBf^ksUoy nei^^ 4c> (hey ^^ 
^If^to imputation 6f a hiaA namey and are m6t& 
dppreMi^e f<> tlieir slater than any other people 
in the world. If a sb^re understands any tradejt 
they permit him to work for other people, but 
oblige him to pay £roBl one to foilF dollars 
aday^ accof dii^ to kit& abilities^ fdr such tndu]^ 
g&tieet^ The daQ^ter» of these slaves^ who 
are haitclsofne* they keep for their own Mei 
but tiie rigly ones ar^ eSftier sdW,' w obliget) 
to work with their fathers. Sbomid a slaved 
perchance save money sufficient to purchase 
bi» freedomy thdy daute hiD» tcK p»y »' greet 
pice for it, and throw many otiier obstacleil 
in* his W2^: ' ■ * 

I saw a ta8or, who was married, and had 
forii^ <5Hildrei¥; he Was then forty yisafs of age,' 
and had, by great industry and oeconomy, pur- 
dtesed the freedom of himself and wife; but 
the chilA^en still continued as slaves. Ottfe ci 
them', a fine youth, was sold to another master, 
aft* carried away to some distant fewdt the 

F 2 



ddest girl was in the seivice of her,^^ 
and the two youngest were suffered to remakif 
with tjheir parents till they should gain suf^ 
ficient strength to be employed* • =; 

As the female slaves are employed in 
making the beds, and looking after the ropmsi 
of the lodgers, they fr^juently have opportunir) 
ties of getting money ; great part of whkh. ' 
they are however obliged to pay to tjieir avari- 
cious owners. 

During my stay, at the Cape, I sufiered 
great inconvenience from the filthiness and^ 
stench of their privies, which they take no. 
pains to keep clean. Neither have they any 
baths, either hot or cold, in the town;. and 
ablution is quite unknown to the inhabitants. 

Al^fhough I was ignorant: pf th^ Qutch.Un-: 
guage, and could not converse with the young 
women, yet in dancing they made use of so 
many wanton airs, and threw such significant 



lodlHmvitMs txle,-"thdt I was often put to Ihrf 
Mtish^ ' and obliged to tetire to the other side of 
dte^roioffii, "A pirty of these giris once attacked 
me: one of them, who was the. handsomest 
and most forward, snatched away my hand- 
kerchief, and oiFered it to another girl of 
hdf'own age; upon which they all begian td 
kugh aloud : but as the young lady did ho* 
^6em inclined to accept the handk^chiefi I 
wittidrew it, and said I would oiily ]part witH 
it to the handsomest. As this cirCumstancte 
was an allusion to a practice among the rich 
Turks of Constantinople, who throw their hand- 
kerchief to the lady with whom they wish td 
pass the night, the laugli was turned against 
itiy fair antagonist, who blushed, and retreated 
to some distance. 

I continued to reside with Mr. Clark till 
tile 15th of July, during which time I formed 
ifeveral acquaintances, and found that a number 
of Mohammedans dwelt at the Cape. My 
larMilord in a short time proving himself to 



be: a tnie Dutehmari^ bytlje exorbttanoe of 
his chargei^> aiid various imposHions^ I qmr^ 
relied with him ; upon which he was vwjr 
slbusive, and threatened to summon me beftW 
tfie court of justice. I thereon complainfed to 

ifiy ship-mate, Captain W n ; but he, hiW4irig 

formed an attachment to one of the females 
iiii the house, took my adversary's part,' and 
insisted upon my paying all his demands^ He 
had occasion, in the sfequel, to r6pent his coh- 
diict; for the gifl having been detected, was 
severely punished, and compelled to pay to her 
oppressive master all the money the captain 
had given her, who thereupon quitted the 
house, and apologized to me for his conduct. 

In consequence of my dispute with Mr. 
(jlark, I hired lodgings in the house of a worthy 
Mussulman, who behaved to me with the 
greatest attention and kindness; and as I had 
constant invitations from the English officers, 
I passed my time very pleasantly, aind lived at 
% small ejtpense, 



the treea wef&.aU hi ^mII v^rdune^ and thi 
gwdea« were replete with flowers of every kind-? 
|i^.|ruits were also delicious^ and ia .3uck 
vaiiety^ ikai. we found here the produce of 
both the torrid and frigid zones. At a short 
distance &ofa the towa isusituated a celebmt^ 
g^fden, jcalled Constantia^ the grapes 9f vflpi^ 
^je sup^ica* to . any I have ever tasted, and 
from which they make a& excellent sweet wjne, 
that is much, admired^ and carried to al) 
parts of the world. , 

, . The, markets are well supplied with good 
bee^ goat, and mutto|i. The sheep are of 
the large-tailed species, and afford a great 
q^^itity of grease and tallow. The vegetjables 
here are also very good, and in great variety ; 
but their wheat and rice are indifferent. Fresh 
butter is with difficulty procured: and not- 
withstaridirtg there appeared a great abundance 
pf every thing else, the prices were high^ Meat 
was seven-pence halfpenny a pound ; bread 



thfOB-pctoce -a pound ;« «>d eggs ti(U»ef!Ben« 
<5adjV WaifthijQgfBidso very lifted ^^ v,. (>^ i^w 

ii Hie hcDsefr of the Cap^ are,rvdr}r s^i^i(|( 
tod active, and under exceUenti^Qffm^^^i 
OsGiy' have probably some of the Arfibtjbloi^ 
ill dotem; Here are also very, good rmute$i 
which are principally used for carriag0a: t^ 
waggons are drawn by oxen. Ostriches are 
ib6nd ^}ii this part of Africa ; and they showed 
^ a-^rticular species of dogs and cats^ both 
of which run wild in the woods. ^ 



Besides the Dutch, there are to be found 
at the Cape people of many other nations $ 
and at least seven or eight languages are 
spoken here. The common people are prin^ 
cipaliy Malays and Negroes. Most of these 
wiere originally slaves, who have either pttf- 
chased their freedom, or have been nianuAiittM 
by their masters. Among thein I met ivith 
matty pious good Mussulmans, several of 
wifiom possessed considerable property. I had 



the >pk«ure ^kiforixmg M^>ttquaiiit«iiQe;iitili 
with Shaikh A%dijUa,'the^^ati;^ Abd^al A^ 
a native of Mecca, who having come to the 
C^fi&^n' scmi^ coHtmerm advM^ura^ jnsirried ' 
thft'*dattghter of on6^' 6f tha Malafs^: ktki 
filled th^e. He w^^ery -civil; intopodooctf 
mti^J'ft) ;att^^ hid friends, and- aiiticipatoft dl 
my willies.' :^-'- • v ^*:j- ■■■ ■ \ ^^y^ iv^^iw 

{yvErem MtiB-^y a Dutck igen44eniftni>i^^ 
had resided twenty years- in Bengali r^d^h^^ 
been for some time governs ;of>Chii^V(rairt^e|(rr 
perienced much kindness. His wife was a very 
agreeable and clever wom^nj^jand^sppi^eapven 
languages. ■ ..... ^viO ,■><} a 

: J Were I to. felate all the pjjv^itie3, X^ rj^peived 
ffpp[i jGreu^r^l Dui^das ajnd, the oth^r, B^tish 
oncers,., they would fill a volume. I cannot 
howwer refrain mentioning, ^ many d^li^t^il 
^V^in^^ I passed at the house of LadyiAn^ 
j^ — ^rr-iy who every, wp^ gave an entert^in- 
'SfxepX to ^^ her, acq^ia^ces^, and ;^hq^Qop- 



ttantlj dsi me the honour to invite^iiie. JUodjf 
Axm is the daughter of an J&igHsh .jipl^emwi 
ioci hlu$ all the dignified maQuvW of fi. person 
6f 4|9ftlity* At her house I fi\^ueatly iQet-wkh 
a Mrs. C ■ d^ a young Irishwomof^ w)ip wa« 
exceedingly beautiful^ but spoke little, and was 
rather reserved : it> short, she had quite the 
elegant bdiaviour of our Indian princesses^ and 
completely won my heart.. These were the only 
IpvifO j^^h women of rank Whose husbands 
wsere at the Cape^ The rest of the officers were 
obliged to amuse themselves with the Dutdi 
ladies, several of whom, in consequence, got 
well married. . 

Although I lived with iJie greatest posr 
sible oepconomy during our loxig stay at this 
place, I could not have borne the expense, but 
for the sale of some articles. Of these, the 
most valuable was a Negro slave, whose 
manners and disposition had been sor m^xcb 
corrupted on board ship, that I found it rew 
quisite to part with him^ and disposed ^f 



him for MD doUars. I also sold a talinnaxr anil 
some ^eoes of muslirr ibr 200 dollars moral 
% these itieans f mis ei^bled to live without 
hvenrring any debts, till an opportunity offered 
of proceeding on our voyage* 

.-■.•.. . ■* 

During our stay at the Cape, the moneoon 
hfti^ng changed) Captain N-— n was enabled 
tp bring his ship, the Chri$tiana, frort Fahe 
Bay to Table Bay; but immediately on has 
arrival, he was accused by Mr. Pringle, the 
East-India C(Hnpan/s agent, with having 
plundered the burnt ship in the river Ganges 1 
and a prosecution was filed against him in 
the court of justice. The fact was easily 
proved, and he was sentenced to pay jiP.aoOO 
damages. During the prosecution, the ship 
was laid under sequestration; and the crew 
having dispersed themselves in various situ- 
ations. Captain N — ^n found it impossible to 
proceed on his voyage. He was however, I be- 
lieve, not sorry for the event ; for he shortly 
after married a Dutch lady, and settled at the 



O^. His passengers thereon prosecuted him 
for the amount of their passage money, and 
Compelled him to repay them half the sum they 
had given him. I very imprudently declined 
joining in the prosecution, for two reasons v n» 
the first place, I was afraid of the chicanery 
of Dutch lawyers ; and, secondly. Captain 
N— n assured me, that if the cause was 
depided against him^ he would rqiay me in' 
proportion to the others. . This agreement he 
af^nyards denied^ ajad I lost my money. Glad, 
however, to get rid jof such a wretch, and an 
opportunity offering at f this time of proceeding 
to England^ -I. engs^^ed a passage^ for forty 
guineas, on board the Britannia^ a South-^a 
whaler, boivxd tovLondon» * . - :» 
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The jftdk^r ^ quits the Cape, and embarht &ii 

. , 1. 
' ibdrd the Britannia. Description of the ship, 

and character of the capiam. Discoi/er Si* 

"^ Helena — anchor in the port --^ description Sf 

^^ the island, toum, andfortifieationi-^ha&pitcSlt^ 

^ and friendly cortduct of the Govt^or: ' Lec^S^ 

^St. Helena. Pass thef Islctnd tf Ascejist&n^ 

some account thereof. Reeross the eqitittotiiad 

[line: Anecdo^ felat^Ekt h^^ captain. ■ -fill? 

^^with an American and miH&>mhwghv^sei^ 

Again see the polaf' smr-^pass a Jkethf 

outward-bound Inditmeft'^'^pass tke^'-Canktriei 

and the entrance to tfte Mediterranean Sea. 

Arrive at the mouth of the English Channel--^ 

contrary wind—zobliged to bear tmay for the 

Irish or St. George^ s Channel. Fall in with 

an overset vessel. Cold and disagreeable ivea- 

ther. The captain determines^ to enter^ the 

Cove of Cork. 



%B wi» tEAvsii or 

"n the 29th of September, my friend Captain 

R ^n and I embarked on board the Britannia, 

and were soon under way. This was one of the 
vessels employed in catching whales, and was 
loaded with the oil of that fish. She bad 
also a LeHer of Marqae, and was therefore well 
equipped for war; and had been fortunate 
^nougb t^ capture a Spankh prize on her way 
out^ which sold for a Wge sum of money. 
The crew consisted of between thiity and forty 
meft ; but a& they were all able seamen, and 
h^ ilnder the same discipline as 01^ board a 
$diip of War, the dulj; was performed with great 
aiacFity,, and without any noise or confusion. 
Although our accommodations w«re rather con- 
fined,, every thmg was^ so^ weR arranged, and 
the gmu^ armsy. ftc« so well secured, that we 
feknone of the ]infiOiiwiissiice» which we had 
sufiemd itt die Dkntiu 

The Britaiuiiat saifed>ery fest ; and during 
the ?oyaga we pursued severalr ships, but did 
npt succeed in making any captuies. The 
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<>.aptain was named Clark : he was an excell^ 
navigator ; and whenever we approached any 
land, he predicted to an hoiir when we should 
arrive at it. Soon after leaving the Cape, we 
were again favoured by the trade winds, and in 
two days ran 400 miles. 

On the morning of the 13th of October 
we discovered the Island of St. Helena,^ and 
at noon cast anchor in the port. I soon after 
landed, and was honoured by Governor Brooke 
with an invitation to dinner^ This gentleman^ 
having served thirteen years, as an officer in 
India, some part of which period he resided 
at the court of the emperor Shah .Alum, spoke 
Hindoostany with great fluency, and conversed 
with me a long time, on Indian politics. 

St. Helena is an island in the midst of 
the Great Western QcosLit^ situate many 
hundred mil6s from any other land^ in the 
tixtcQnth degree of south latitude, and is about 
twenty-eight miles in circumference. The 
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l^ii& fbpm the ^8ea appear bl^ck and burnt up; 
but^ in the interior^ some of the yalley& ai$ 
olothed withfdelightful, verdyre: the hjills aris 
also adorned with a variety of beautiful shrubi^ 
fllid every spot fit for. cultuj<e is l^d oufcitt 
picturesque gardens. . The inbabkantS: havf 
with great labour formed zigzag roads up tht 
tills, fit for two horses to ride abreast; but^ oa 
account of the steepness of the ascent^ car^ 
viagea are seldom made use of. The most 
elevated of the mountains is said to be about 
a mile high, from some of the erevices in 
which a smoke and strong smell of sulphur 
are often emitted. There are only two, cpnr 
suje^'able streams of water, in. the island ; and 
as the vegetation is therefore entirely depenv 
deot on the raip, it often happens, that^ from 
a want of moisture, the grass for the cattle 
and the produce of the gardens are destroyed, 
which (»u^ much distress to the inhabitant^ 
In fa?^ourabIe seasons, the quantity ^of spfi0$ 
land btixer fruits produced in some of t^ 
gardens 'te ^onishi!ig> A garden belo^gic^. to 



ttHirt 6fficer yielcted in ^6 ytear a diear^ pi^Bftt 
hi iP^1250.' As th&* island does hot producfe 
liny gi^in^' it is principally supplied with fiotti* 
and 'other artides of food from Eupope. Beei^ 
Mutton, tod poultry, are procurable, biit at 
tefy high prib^. Milk is not in plenty, but 
to rich, that it pi^iices cream twice.- Betie 
you frieet >«^ith the trfees and fruits b6th''^ 
Europe arid Asia; but the mbst surprfefeg' 
^irig about this island is, that thiinder at!d 
Hghtnihg are never Heard or seen. ' ^ 

- The only town on the' island is situated lA 
i 'narroV valley; which ' seenis * to' hav^ been 
'formed by torrents from the mountains : 
this A^ir^y IS about two miles in -length, and 
fnwn twenty to a hundred yards in breadth: 
*Pbe town was fouMed by the English^ abbiA 
4brty years after they had obtained seltlementii 
ih* India." It eontains some good huiWings 
ibWM^ of stone> but the roofs of^: thevfejuses 
ttte thatched or tiled. Here are several good 
«lu%^ ■:. ?n whkfe both Indian aM Eui^erpeto 
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cojouBodities are sold ;< and alsa a tavern 
afid cofFee-houfie. In the broadest part of 
the valley there is a small square^ used as a 
parade for the troops : towards the sea there 
aije some very, heavy batteries erected; andoa 
the tops of two of the hills are two strox\g 
fcrts, which could with ease sink any enemy's 
ship . that should venture to anchor in the 
Roads. Some little way in the interior there 
is ^ remarkable strong tower, built entirely of 
stone, the walls of which are fifteen feet thick. 
The engineer told me it was impregnable ; that 
it was as solid as the rock on which it is built ; 
and that he hoped it would be as durable. 

The only place at whidi ^hipSr cai> anchor 
is opposite the town : ax)d thp water is her^ s^i 
deep, that they lie within a hundred yards of 
the shore. 

.■ . }■'■ ■■'«/ 
1 was told, that when the English first sstr 

tled here, the island was overrun by wild goatsf 

^nd that these animals> in bounding frQm rock 



to rofck, fr^uenNtly tha-ew' down large stones, 
which, <^Kng on the roofs of thte houses buih 
under the precipice, occasioned much damage ; 
tbsit d reward was in consequence set lipoii 
iheir he^ ; and every person who brought 
^ite/ skin o£ one of them to a particular office, 
received a sum of money for it ; by which 
means the goats were gradually extirpated. 

The lower class of people here are of a 
tawny colour, being a mixture of European, 
Indian, and Negro extraction. Of the two 
latter denominations there are still a number 
of slaves on the island. 

Governor Brooke, whose hospitality and 
liberality were extended to every person wh6 
visited the island, having requested me to live 
with him during my stay, supplied me with a 
horse, and directed his son to attend me into 
the country ; by which means I visited the 
Governor and Deputy Governor 's gardens^ 
drid every other place worth seeing. When 
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yi^were/^borut tb.embiu-sky he sen* on. board a 
j^rge stock of fmitiand vegetables for my useu • 

- On the evening of the 15 th,- after haying 
dmed with the worthy Governor, we r^epaired 
on board. The anchor was immediately 
weighed, and in a short time -we qiiitted thiai 
romantic scene. 

, \ On thfi: ^th we passed by the Island of 
Ascension, at the distance of only twp milesi 
^hia island, like 3t*. Helena, is also a rock, 
tttuttted in the great Western Ocean, in th^ 
eighth degree of south latitude ; but as it does 
not possess any springs of fresh water, it is 
hot a {Jace of rendezvous- for ships: they 
however often stop here to catch turtle, foif 
the number and goodness of which this place 
is celebrated. These animals come on shore 
during the night to deposit their eggs^ and the 
people employed to catch them then turn t)^m 
pn tUeii* backs, and carry them off at their 
-leisure during the day. A few goats are alsp 



to b6 seen'he!*i which ^irobably fittdtain vr&tei^ 
deposited in the cavities of the rocfcsy or in^ 
some stagnant pools, which enables them to 
subsist. On this day we again had the sun ver* 
tical; and although we were only eight degreefe 
fftHh the equinoctial line, we found tihe necesn 
sity of putting on our warm clothing. 

On the 25 th we re-crossed the line, the 
iveather still continuing uncommonly cold,- In 
this latitude we caught ^reat numbers .of fidhii 
we were also followed by a number of birds 
resembling swallows. It i^ said that these 'birdt 
never go to the land, but form nests of weeds 
and the scum of the sect, which amstantlyfloaA 
on the water, in which they lay their '^gs and 
bring forth their young ; but this story appeard 
v^ imjirobable. 

I was however told a circumstance which 
ife more extraordinary than the above. Captai^i 
Glairk, who was riot addicted to fiction, related 
to me^ that once he went 6n shore on the coast 



86 Af VHB "TRAVELS OF ' 

of Africa^ 'With two boats, to procure water for 
tiae ship v that while he was ^re, nearly 300 
ai)imald|; of a size between a horse and an assy 
which they eail sea-horses (probdbly seals ^y 
(sam^ out of the aea, and went above a ^ mile on 
kmd^ leaving wery deep impressions of their feet 
in the sand. When they were returning, he 
(the captain) fired his musket at, and killed one 
of Ihem^ thaft the others, in onder to* rf^^nge 
their .companion^ instantly pursued him*; and 
diathe and some of his companioiiB only 
ese^)ed by hiding dieidselves among theirocks^ 
Some of Ahe party got' on board one of the 
boats, and pushed ofF to the ship ;• font the 
other boat was broken to pieces by dieenhiged 
animals:--' ■.■;■■• ^^ - ■ 

On the 26th, at noon, we saw a ship at a 
distance, which the captain believing to be 
a French vessci, cleared his own for actkm.' As 
we were then in the track betw^ien Europe and 
America, and most of the kings of EUirope 
were at war with each other, these latitudes are 



oolisidered to*be mote replete with- ganger tha»i 
tny other, part of theooten^, it being the 
practice of Europe^ that ivhenever the ships 
of two enemies meet at sea, the most ^powerful 
carries hiis adversary with him into one of his 
own ports, and there sells both ship and cargo 
for his own advantage. . 

After a run of some hours, we discovered 
that it was an American ship; said although 
the English were not at war with that nation. 
Captain Clark ordered the itiastdr to bring to, 
and to come on board' with his papets. Ibe 
poor fellow, being much frightened, came on 
boards and brought with him his Journal and 
certificates. During the whole of the day he 
was kept as a prisoner, but in the evening 
obtained liberty to proceed on his voyage. 

/ On the following day we fell in with anoth^ 
vessel, from Hamburgh, laden with salt pro- 
visions for the Island of Mauritius. This was 
a fine large thre^-masted ship; but tfie captain^ 
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i^}on being ordered to ^top^* ixomediatdy iDdwaft^ 
pHed^ and came on board with his papains v,ha 
also brought us a present of some fresh cheeses, 
»rhich were very acceptable ; Mxd he waajper- 
jnjited shortly to depart. . . .^: 

On the night of the 27th, being thenii[i Uie 
fifth degree of north latitude, we had again the 
idea^ure- of bdiolding the consteUations rUrsa 
Majof.randMinory and the. polar star. Aboat 
this time we had a great deal of rain ; and tb^ 
captain assured me that he had constantly 
j^iiperi^liced^wet weather in these latitudes. 

5. On, the 7.tb of Noii^mber we a third^.time 
eigiitered the region of the trante winds, for these 
also, prevail between the t^ithand tw<gnty'«eighth 
degrees of north latitude, which carried^us <M 
with such rapidity, that sometimes the i^ip wesnt 
ten miles in the hour ; the waves were iu; coOr 
sequence much agitated, and the sea ran nearly 
ashigh as off th|? f^ape; «but,:4S tteiship^was 
w^U )iecured and well managed^ we. did. not 
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sufier those M isieonveciiences ! whichu had been 
eiiperieiiced on board th6 Dane. 'i 

• ^On the 1 1th we passed wifliin a mile df 
six English Indiamen, under convey of a ^kip 
of war. We showed our colours to each other, 
and ^passed on. During this part of the voyage 
we ^Jao passed by the islands called, by thefinV 
glish, The West Indies \ but did liotsee aHy>la^ 
theo), as they lie fanwe^t of ithe trackittvfe 
pursued. > 

On the 14th we were opposite the Ganarle^ 
or Fortunate Isles, whence the Mohammedans 
commence their longitude. Thiese islands are 
itt the thirty-third degree of north latitude t 
we however passed for to the westVi^ard of th^m^ 
We shortly after passed the entttirtce of thte 
Mediterranean Sea, which runs eiast as far as 
Aleppo. V 

: Erom the 19th to the 27 th we had cohti^ai^ 
uinds, and the sea ran very higher btit^¥e 
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suffered no other incoitFenience than the wuit of 
food and sleep. On the 29th we were opposite 
the entrance of the channel which runs between 
England and France, but which takes its name 
6x)m the former; and expected to have cast 
anchor in two days at Portsmouth, one of the 
most cdidirated ports of England ; but a strong 
easterly wind continuing to blow fight against 
U0, we were unable to enter it, and were obliged 
to b«ir away for the coast of Ireland. 

It becomes in this place requisite to explain 
.(to my countrymen) the signification of several 
Jgr^lifih terms, in order that th^ may more 
fyil^ comprehend my meanings . 

A Channel means a narrow part dT the sea, 
confined between two lands, but open at both 
ends. ' . 

A Bay extends &r into the land, is of a 
circular form, and open only on one side. ' - 

A Sea is a large extent of the ocean, IkA 
nearly surrounded by land ; as the Mediterra- 
nean Sea, the Gulf of Persia, the Red Sea, &c. 
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: As the English Channel runs nearly east 
Md west, it is impossible to enter it if the wind 
blows fitom the former quarter : when there*- 
fore a ship arrives at this place, if the wind 
be easterly, she is obliged to beat about till it 
chianges. This was precisdy our situation; 
and for two days we continued to taok from 
one side to the other, without gaining any adr' 
tantage. 'Dius situated, and our captain seeiiKg 
\\o* prospect of a change of wind, and being 
also apprehensive of falling in with some of 
the French cruizers, resolved to go into the 
channel which runs between Ireland and Eng-i 
land^ called St George's Channel, as bfeing a 
much more safe place, and out 6f the track of 
the ei^lny. 

In consequence of this determination, wc 
changed our course, and during the day fell in 
with a two-masted vessel, which had overset in 
the late gale, and been abandoned by her crew ; 
but which, being laden with buoyant artides, 
floated on the water like a half-droumed animal. 



Captain Clark ordered out his boat, and w6nt 
on board her; and with the assistance of his 
men, who were good divers, he got out several 
chests of excellent wine, and a quantity of de- 
licious fruits and sweetmeats. As we were now 
Hectr the land, aiid the weather was excessively 
©old, we wer^ permitted to have a fire in the 
c^bin, over which we enjoyed these good things;. 
9$A .were thus in some measure compensated 
is& the -want of a favourable wind, though- at 
the .expence of our fellow-creatiires, who had 
lost or rather abandoned their prc^erty. 



" After cruizing for several days in the Irish 
Chdiinel, and the wind stilt continuing advfetse, 
the captain resolved, instead of wasting his time 
ih cdntending with the elements, to go into the 
Cow of Cork, and pass some days there. 



MIR»A A8V TASjE19i iWIAK. g% 



: . ■ i . . ..• . . . . •. > c ;' 


• M .;•;■•:) 




K, 




..ur: 


CHAP. VL 


' ! ' 



The ship arrives Opposite the town of Cove, und 
casts anthori Destription of the hay. 7%e 
author lands at the towriy and is hospitabhf 

{. treated*^ visits the city of Cork, which k& 

* describ^s-^retums to the ship, and ckterkinei 
on visiting Lord Cormvallis at Dublin -^ 
quits the ship ^ and sets out for Corky wher9 
he visits Captain B — r. Description of that 

^.gmuleman^s house and family. The Muthor 
sets out for Dublin -^account xf bis joum^:^ 



On the 6th of December we had a view o£ 
the land in the vicinity of the Cove erf Cork ^ 
it consisted of a range of hills, approaching the 
sea with a gentle slope, and divided by inclo- 
sures into numerous fields. We soon after 
entered the mouth of the Cove, between two 
forts, which have been erected to prevent the 



ships of an enemy from entering the hafbour. 
After proceeding some distance, we came to 
another fort, built, with stone, upon a rock 
in the middle of the bay, which is thereby 
divided into two channels. Having passed the 
fort, w« in a short time came opposite die 
town of Cove^ and c^ anchor. 

We found here, not less than forty or fifty 
vessels of different size% three of which were 
8hif» of war* The bay i^esembles a round 
l^sin^ siiUieen milea> in circumference* Qn its 
$hore is situated the town, which is built in 
the l^rm of a crescentj, and defended at e^ 
^Bdhj small forts. On one side of the bay, 
a large river, resembling the Ganges, disem- 
bogues itself: this river extends a great v^af 
inland, and passes by the city of Cork^ The 
circular form^ of this extensive sheet of water, 
the verdiare of the hills, tiaie comfortabte 
af^arance of the town on one side, find th0 
number of elegant housies and romantic c^tt^geiB 
cm the other, with the formidable aspect of 
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^e.«fort8> rand $o many large shipa lying 
aecwely in the harbour, conveyed to my miq4 
9Uch sensations as I had never beibre exp^ 
rienced: and altho^gh^ in the course of n^ 
tvavds^ I had an opportunity of seeing tbq 
Bay of Genoa^ and the Straits of Constanti? 
nople, I do not thinik either of them is to b^ 
compared with this. 

In tiie afternoon we landed, at the towo^ 
but found that its interiol: did not cxDrrespoud 
with its exterior appearance. It does, not con- 
tain any handsome buildings^ and is, in faet^ 
morely the anchoring place for ships engaged 
in the commerce of tb^ city of Cork. It con-r 
sists only of one street, little more t^an ha^ 
a mile long: in the shops, however, wer^ 
ahiindanoe of £4>ples, pears, and grapes ;^ also 
a variety of dried fruits. Having satisfied 
our curiosity, we went to the post-office, to 
despatch our letters. The mistress of the 
hoMse being of a hospitable disposition, insisted 
4ipoa our staying to dinner, and, assisted by 



table. Oilr meal consisted oF- fiMt/-- Bft^ 
butter, potatoes and other vegetables, all of 
s*(^^3K3feHent a qttaHty, tiiat iA my ^Itafc^life 
^ ne^er tasted toy 'eqttal M thietnc i^C(nk W 
^brUti^ ^for all lfe^6 ar^olSs )* alld' ^sbip^ IH? 
s©fif here; otF the ttoy-'frOm Ldfidon, to {pW^ 
ettre them for that market.' "Wliten ^ weHtf 
d[k)Ht to fetunV to oiflr ship, tve wished*© 'pay^ 
fep 'bttr dinner, ftS"^ i> tfie •^«iif6m*'in fiufo)pet^ 
Rftt-^otW ffosteS^HWwacf tibl accfepe'a'fifftfeiftgf 
and str^^* aiiMsed^tts ■ ta' ibbn^e on shore' ^M 
the morning, and proceed to the city, which 
dhe fesnrea 'ift iim<^m ^rft^Hfeeiftg? -"^e 
igrfed, a«4 )gai*y next; ifc;^ 4ffe!ii?td^^*iei>^t*^i 
Siir fiirmshed ^%k JoHth'iK^tesK'^fiid^'drdet^d* 
her son;'«f fin^ yoxrth ot^ftftJbsn^je^'&f jqgjei^ 
te accomptoyr tis;^ * cl^e ccddbct dnd^Jj^|^e«^^ 
ance of i^this^ *aiiiiid)le womaA astdnii^icd'niiet: 
she Had been 'the mother of .twwutjr^oniii 
ehildren^f eighteen- of whom were theiir4i|vii^J' 
and .most of them present in -the hidusd ; wiot*^ 
Witb^ta^^jfeig which ^ had not tl^^pjieitaiteqi 



q£ o4d agei^ and I diiould aot hafve iH^>po9ed her 
^niare thaa thkXy. 

: A^€^ gravelling about three miles^ we caxit^ 
iQ the bank of the river (Lee), in whidi wd 
found a number of small ships at anchor. At 
'this place there is a good ferry ; and our horsei^ 
bemg very.qaiet, we easily got them into th^ 
hoat, and in a short time crossed over. From 
hence to the city was nine miles, the whole of 
Which extent is highly cultivated^ and adorned 
With country-houses, groves, gardens, &c. 

We arrived at the city abput noon, and put 
up at an excellent hotd, the ap^ments <^ 
which we found elegant, and the servants attefie^ 
tive* After a short time we walked out to see 
the town; but it being the wint^ seai^m, and 
the streets, very dirty, we did not derive so 
much aattsfactioh as we otherwise shoukL 
'Jlie part of the town we visited consists of 
hoiiaes built of brick and mortar, very regular, 
'H^i foQf stories high, with hand^oibe ddors 
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terior with great eleg^ice. . The s^ayppp, jr^ 
handsome^ and filled with every requisite, 
<^ther for use or luxury; but ^ ^VS; dy^ has 
been erected for the purposjBS of conuner9^ 
more pains have been taken to facilitate the 
il^Ciport^Qn and exportation gf goods,. ^than tQ 
|)reserve xviiformity and regularij^ ;, it, J]^ 
f^&refore^ no, qctensive ,$qu^rje^, and is. int^j- 
^cted.,^y canals, lin^wiUi stone^. l^y vf)j^^ 
vessels can eijth^. apprcxidbi the ware^usejsf of 
the rnerch^^§, pr ipay b^ hauled i«to dock, l^p 
be repaired. Over these canals are thrown draW'- 
bridgps, wl^qh c^ j{?e, Qpeaed ^ j^ut #t pl^ 
^ure ; but,.pwing to the,?tp^^i|nt jivatei;;^,3Jad ^f 
jSlUi wWdj is. thrftwjfli ipljo thenp^ 4i53gr^blf 
.smel]s frequ,ently arj^,, which are not oiUy j^aifi- 
seous^^ ,t)VJt rawst .l^e unwliol^ii>?. TTJ^ jfi^Mr 
tioncrftbe.futy '^bIso so low, that yq\i «o*^y 
discover U t^llyou come close to it#, i^^,, ^i^ji^^i^ 

,. Having pade ,a l^earty dinner at tbfi l^P^ 
anjd. the> paptain. being ia exp!^ati<^)^^j^i| 
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dhange (rf wind/ we deemed it imprudent to 
remain here any longer: we therefore mounted 
otiir horses,^ and returned, by the same road 
tve came, to the Cove, and slept on board our 
«hip. 

During my visit to Cork, I learned that 
Lord Comwallis (late Governor of India), whp 
was the representative of the King in thii^ 
island, having quelled the rebellion which had 
disturbed this country for several years, was 
Settled in Dublin. As this citywais only three 
days' journey from Cork, and it had alwayd 
been my intention^ after seeing England^ to pay 
my respects to his lordship, it now occurred 
to me, that it woujd be better, as chance had 
thrown me in his vicinity, to anticipate my 
intentions, and to take this opportunity of 
wailing on him. I was further induced to this 
determination by the beauty of the country^ 
and from having learnt that two ships had 
lately been lost in the English Channel, I 
therefwe resolved to quit the ship at this place^ 

H 2 ^ 



dtid, after fit«: vi$itiiig I>ublin, j*6cl5fei Ift^i^ 
to London . Having communfcated ■ my^ f^^ 
^nt4ons to my friend, CaptMi R*-^-**-ii; vshft 
Resolved to accompany me i we therefore i«fft 
our heavy luggage and servants cfa board- 1|ie 
6hip, and^ having landed with a small trunk of 
clothes, agaia set out for Co A. This time 
yre proceeded by waterj in an open bodft, and 
Cook up 6tnr lodgings at the hotel where we had 
fearmerly dined. ■■' 

' : On' the' da;^ aftser oiu" arrival, we were 
flg'ifeeably surprized by a visit from Captaiji 
B*^r, an lold friend of Captaiti R n ^'ahd 
a gentleman with whom I had formed ah ad^ 
quaintance' in Rohilcund, during the war with 
Ghoolam Mohammed Khan. He had hcfard 
of our an^ival, and came to see us. Aftfer tfife 
usual inquiries respecting bur healthy &b. hi 
insisted that we should accontpany Kim to lift 
house, which was situated a few ihilfes in thi 
country ; to which we agreed, arid were most 
hospitably entertained. I was delighted WilH 



ibft: bpaaH^jFr of hi» pork, apA gardwte/ and the 
regularity ami good arrangement of alt his 
apartments and ofEces. I was partiinilarljr 
{iteaaedwitb his cook^opm^ it being the iSrst 
M^^ubir. kitchea I had seen : t)ie di^eds ika 
liolidmg china>^ the racks fqf depositing the 
difihles^ aftcir they were washed, the pipes of cold 
md boilers of hot water, which, merely by 
l^lilliing a cock, were supplied in any quantitj^ 
that could be required, with the machinery for 
roasting meat, which was turned by smoke, 
all excited my admiration. At Cove L saw a 
spit fpr roasting, meat turned hy.a d9g. TJie, 
poor animal was put into a hollow wheel, an<^ 
b^ing impatient at his confinement, endeap; 
youred; tQ clarobear up the .wheel j by. thj* 
exertion he gave the ; majghioe a rotatory 
jOfiptiQK^ whiph^ wa$ communicated by a. chain 
|9 tlj? gfpit,. :and thus regularly turned every 
U^tr of jthe, meat towards the fine. I was 
Ifjld that the, 4og ^ been thus iomployed, 
fp5-, two pr three hours every day^ for fifteen 
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Captain !&^ informed me 'that hfe haft 
purchased this e^ate, which was situated oh ttier 
bank of the rivfer, and otlly fbtif miles frsm 
Cork, for 20,000 rupees (jf .2^00). Part of it 
\<ras arable land, some of it meadow, and the 
i^St, except the garden, was laid out in pasture* 
for sheep arid cows. He told me that it sup-' 
plied him with more com, straw, and hay, than 
he cbiild use, also with abundance of milk, 
fiptrit, pdtatoes, and oth6r vegetables ; that he 
feared hi^ oXvri sheejp and poultry; and was 
Only obliged to go to market for beef, gro- 
ceries, and wine: iii diort, he lived on this 
Kttle estate with more comfort and plenty than 
ah English gentlemah oould in India' upon an 
annual income of a lac ofritpkes (ifi^/l 2,500). ^ 

This gentleman's family consisted, in all> 
of twelve persons, two of whom were his 
nieces. One of these ladies wais witty tind 
agreeable ; the other handsome, but resent; 
Several of the yomig men of Cotk had made 
Jjiem oflfers of marriage; but they wef6"ja 



iftj[Jressfed-wth their ovra powerfttl attractions, 
that they were difficult • to please, and would 
not yield their Bberty to any of their admirers. 
These ladies, during dinner, honoured me with 
thfe riiost marked attention ; and as I had never 
before experienced so much courtesy from 
beauties, I was lost in admiration. After dinner 
tke^ angels made tea for us ; and one of them 
having asked me if it was sweet enough, I' 
replied, that, having been made by such hands'y 
it could not but be sweet. On hearing this, . 
all the company leughed, and flay fair one 
blushed like a rose of Damascus. 

' Another remarkable person in this family 
wasl&med Been Mohammed. He was a native 
of Moorshedabad in Bengal, and had been 
iJrbr^t up from his childhood by an elder 
brbther of Captain B — ^t's, who, on his return 
f6'EuWpe, brought this lad with him, and sent 
Hte to school in Cork, to learn to neiad ana 
write English. At the school he became ao^ 
quafatted with a pretty girl, the dai!i^hter cf 



respectable. parents^. and persuaded har to dix^[ 
\fith him. They went, toanother t6wn> \^\m^ 
thejr were married^ and thei^ returned to Carfc. 
They have had several fine children ; and Jfee^ 
hii8 publiahed a book, giving some account ^of 
hipYiself^ and of the customs of India. C; : 

■'■■'..'' . " *.■.■■.'»' 

. Oil the, 8th of December, having previously 
i^fig?8^-P^^^<^^ for Dublin, at the rate pf thffiie 
)goj^fi^ each, we set out in the mail ogach. 
j^ this,. carriage has j^ privilege of con- 
•W*?S^ letters. from the post-offioey aiid the 
^ipads were not yet . quite , secure, we w^iie 
f^cprted by three dragoons, who were r^^ularly 
ypjieyed iWrhen^y^r i[^eftppped;tp: change, hofseq. 
^pr the above rea^n.:^ sisf) ^topped dij(niig 
.jtjie ;night On this road we found ^mple f^upr 
jplies^of every thing requisi^. We breakfast^jl 
the first day at 9 small newly* built town, 
called Fermoy, and d^ned and slept at Clonm^. 
T^ people of the inns, on hearii^ the scfUQd 
XJj^jtbe „cq9pl|man's horn, had every^ thing jh'6- 
l^re^ ; S9 jtl^iat there was nev^' the €^1^ 



-dblfly* : Wfe hdwever oaul4 not ^iflier cat ^dr 
steeps Qomfertably for the huiry of the coaeh-. 
rtiaR^ \A\o threatened, if we were not reac^on 
tke blowing of his horn, that he would Jeate 
us behind ; in whidi case we should not; only 
have lost our passage, but probably our luggage, 
and at all events have been separated from our 
potnpanions. The second day we breakfasted at 
Kilkenny : this city is celebrated tkrotigbom; 
Ireland for the purity of its air, the fineness W 
its water, the healthiness of its sitiiatioti^ ^bftd 
the beauty and urbanity of its iiihaMtaute* 
I Avas so delighted with;th6 transient view I-liittl 
of it, that I wouW not 6it down t6 breaklil^ty 
btA> having taken a (uece of bread iii my hdn6^ 
.wialked to the river : this I found came roIlii% 
do^svn a verdant hill at soine distance, but wini 
iii its progress interrupted by a fall, which 
iKlded much to the beauty of the scenery. Qfi 
the opposite side of the river, the ground was 
\€iA out in gardens and orchards, resehftbtiln^ 
a terrestrial paradise; in short, I am at a Ic^ 
fefi words to express the delight I- felt' dil 
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beholding this charming place. During 4icc- 
tiight, we slept at the town of Carl6w, and ah 
the following evening entered DubKn. '^ 

This three days* journey was thrbugft' 
^ Wily country, so that we were constantFf 
Ascending and descending ; we did not however 
meet with any very steep mountains. Th6 
in this cotmtry much resemble those of 
ITie f oofe of the houses are thatched 
^1^ straw, atid bbund down with osiers; birt in^ 
*ftSe instances they are covered with sods^ 
^teh have the grass growing a span high out 
cjf^tlvem. Pew villages* cbntairi more than * 
dbzleh bouses. Hie poverty of the peasaitts, 
tSr common people, in this country, is such, 
dfal thfe peasants of India are rich wfteh Com- 
fkte& tor tlierii. This pofverty arises frAm tvrt^ 
6atases; first, the high price (rf prdvisiotiS ^* 
ifiS, secondly, the qijTantity of clothes and ftftf 
iftquisite to keep them warm in so cold a cii^* 
tS6lie: Notwithstanding the sharp fitoiies owf 
\ffiSch'(h^ife obliged to trsvel, and th^ ex^ 



eeteivc cdd of the climate, ihej ritever iratt^i 
shoA, but rffiring the whole year go about Tfiflt 
bare legs and bare artns; m consequdice-af 
which, these parts of them are as red a^ thfe 
the feet of a Hindoo woman who has bean ap^ 
pfy'mg Mendee : (the leaves of the SpfuprdHtkus 
Indicus,) . • . - 

I was informed, that many of these peofi^ 
liever taste meat during their lives, but sub«Jjfl({ 
entirely upon potatoes; atki thit, in the &raft:r 
bouses, the goats, pigs^ dogs, men, women, ^^^m^ 
children, lie all together. Whilst on our joitfr 
aey, the boys frequently rah for m9es with thj?, 
coach, in hopes of obtaining a apiece of bread«,,)i 

Notwithstanding the poverty of. the pea^. 
sants, the country is well cultivated, and very, 
fertile ; it produces great quantities of wheat, 
barley, peas, turnips, and, above all, potatoieiL 
Rice, both of Bengal and America, is prg^ 
curable every where, though at a higti price. 
Wherever I dined, a plate of this gvtdi\ was 



idways boiled^ and brought to table for my ex- 
clusive use; my host and his other guests 
contenting themselves with bread and vegeta- 
bles. The horses and cows are fed during 
winter, while the ground is covered with snow^ 
on dcjr grass and grain^ and the she§p on 
turnips. 

,.^, ^\-^-: • r^-. r: ' ^ ■ . . ^ ': 

Here is found a kind of earth, called Tterf, 

which is unfit for tillage, but makes tolerable 



^■n>^- ^C:^*'^^ 



fuel ; it is however not equal to the other kind 

\jr^ ..r ■"■"./: i '^lA^ — -■"^; '^ ■• : .*- •- -' - ■ ■-■■■" ■■ -i- ''^'- — 
of fiiel used in these countries, called CoaL 
^tr^'tv^t.— ''vv^'"'^ '-'-^ '*■'"■ ■ '■'■ • '•"' ■ •'^■■■'- • 
which is a species of black stone, dugout of 
v^j^ ;.?.■.: v''\ V ^ ^'.'*.]'^^. ii^.''i'/:''0 - - - .:.'..r*^:^^ • 
irimes, and affords a great heat. Ti^rf is. never-' 

theless better than the^^composition of eow 

dung, used by the poor in India. 
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TAe Author arrives at Dublin, and hires lodgings. 
Description of the city, and of the interior 
of the houses. Lighting of the streets at 
night. Squares. Infatuation of Europeans 
respecting Statues. Account of Phoenix Park 

— the Lisht-house and Pier -^ the river, and 

. ^ ^ ./i •:--... ' s-\ }o 

canals. Description of the College — Parlifl^ 

.•■••'■ •, , ' 'i .-.■. ' ■ '..'••■^'l*''-" 

ment House — Custom House, and Exchange 

— Churches — Barracks, and Hospitals. Thfi 

Author visits the Theatre — Aw account of 

an Harlequin entertainment, and other puhlic 

exhibitions. 

Upon our arrival in Dublin^ we found the 
inn, at which the coach stopped, quite full: 
we were therefore obliged to go to an hotel 
frequented only by lords and dukes, and where, 
of course, the charges were ver)^ high. But;^ 
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by the advice of a gentleman who came in the 
coach with us from Cork, I went next day 
and hired a lodging in English Street, near 

the College, at the house of a Mrs. B 1, 

a widow lady of an amiable disposition, who 
had several very fine children. In this country 
it' is not customary to take lodgings by the 
month, but only by the wedk : I therefore 
engaged two rooms, at a guinea a week. 
I always breakfasted at home, the servants of , 
flie house purchasing for me excellent tea, 

sugar, bread, and butter. 

■1 ' . 

" During the first week of my residence in 

Ehiblin, I daily accompanied Captain R ri 

to some of the coflfee-houses, where we dined 
at about five shillings expense ; but in a short 
time I had so many invitations, that I was 
seldom disengaged. Every gentleman who 
wished to invite me to his house, first called, 
and then sent a note, to request I would dine 
with him on such a day. Sometimes they 
brought the note with them^ and, if I hap- 



INenod ;tp be absent from home> 1^ th.eVT 
ua^es i«rritteu on a card^ together with tiysi 
^^vitatipn*: 

CaptairvR ^n, having paid his respect^ 

tq the Lord Lieutenant^ and seen every thing 
he darned worthy of observatipn in Dublin, 
(letiennil^ed to proceed inunedi^tely to Lon^pqf^f 
b)it, as I had no particular o^f^t ii^ view, ,a^ 
wa$ highly gratified by t^e attention and.hpS7 
pitality of the Iri§h, I resqlyed to continue sovfj^ 
time longer in this cqujatry> even at the li^ 
of parting with my friend, and trusting myself 
entirely apniong str^nger§. Of thjs, hqwever^ 
J: had no cau^ to repeat; fe^ my^ acquaii^« 
tapces, finding that after the departure of Cap^ 
t;aip R— — ^n I was left without a companioBi, •" 
c^oubl^ their attentions to ^e : apd I founds 
that by not having any person to interpret for ^ 
me, I made much more progress in acquiring 
^ ^ElogUsh language, 

. ^.Jis ipy principal qbject in uodectaking the 



joWrtiey to Dublin w4& td pBy ttiy^t&i^4tSili to 
Marquis Cornwafljsi'the seGbrid iJay lifted kl^^ 
arrival I sent my compliments to his^ fordftti^y * 
and, if agreeable, I would wMt up&n him i- ifti* 
reply to which, ti-eceived a polite medSa|(e^QSy|^' 
his lordship, ^pressiv^ of his h^piiries^^ nfi^^- 
safe arrival, and desiring to ^see tii# M a certaiil^^ 
hour Oh the foltowihg day/^ I scboifAn^^ 
wiftited upon^ his foriii^hip, by whoinil wSS^IttH^^ 
gradbusiy redftivedi' He direct 
to provide *e^\^thirt*^t€J^ iM^ 

d^>ute^ ^ke^ l^son 1^^^ ih4 fldll^ the ddh-' 

H6sifks :dr the {Jlac^l He for^^ re<)tae6tear 
ttfet I Would ^favo«ir'hte'#^ 
my cbmpfei^ muhfe GftSie,- During my- i^jri 
lA Dttblin, r paid irny rtjSpWfs tohi« krfd^^ 
is*iip every we*k, Wnrf #iBt8 eiteh time ^^tto*'^ 
hpured with fihe«h proofs of his^ kindf^^ 'M4' 
fHendship. -^ '^^^ 

. .:■' ' *• • . • * ■ ■ ■■ ■•-.'*:. xo'^iii 

I shall here encteavour to give mylReadeti^ 
some description of this city, certainty the iflUMt. 
nu^ficent I had hitfierto seen. ^ zj ;.| •: 



at^ i^^^idn ,*ifeMr liutes off th^. le*^ wd i9 ^ibp»|f[ 
t^jff^/ff/fejl^r lia tcin^mn&r^^ce, Ma9y of t^ft; 
faetis^ . .^se f ibaUt of < he;wo stone, ^.aod ., (do 1^9^ 

8te*c|ip«3rJrtto rtone» fitting- ao exactly, i|)>to,oa^ 
Qtfa»^::Thtai gwieisftlity of, tb^ihQWe^<>V«Ji<^lte 
ey^fjihwitt.pfi; brick. 1^ jom^Br^ine^y imAi 

tber mortar appears as »f white ; borifier r<wml^ 
t^ir ^dgfSSf v.tAJJI thehp^^?{if^,;aoS|reeJtrJapp q^i 
tl|ft>samp h«i^t^ wWoh.^v«fl^,a»^ujMfo?mity,f^^ 

tt|r)fr,aii^+gei^e«^yifWnt^.,V^ of #fe 

f^if»t7flpl«w%/,^d . b^^ 
A|^f»t oC-ihi^ xK»9i^ crfrfouu st^rieM 01©^ of; 
ve]»|^>M runda. groiHM^i .-in jthist theyj^^hat^fe 
3f(e$mm^:^^tted »p . foir cwJritigi. : w^^ 
and keeping coals, wine, &c. Tha: grouiiri: 
floor is appropriated to shops or offices, and 
ettitigr*.^iooasv The nextv$toBy-ia.* thei-iioat 
ek0Mitl^>Qi!iito>ented, and iat. \Jimd'fmiihe:^m^ 
ception of comf^js^ ^i^tJm V 
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(^vide4 iato fa^. roomi^ foe the i|uui|t^^aii4 
misti^ess^ Qt their visdtQr$; wd tbg ^p^ri^fcQiy 
of all, the wiadow^, pf wl4ch i:i9e;^w^:t]pa 
Topf of theihpuse^ aijd where :,t)»eiC9iHng& ani 
lo^, 18 allotted as.slee|imgapaitaieatft£gi^/^^ 
acFvants., .The roofs. of > the bousea am) ooim^d 
fnith thin blue iStoiMs^ whioL are closely iittedit 
ami naikd (Ml iiairro^ir aHpa of.bo8rdy'flad*#9 
iiuibb hmtdK^ner and xp^ thfioa tifaii.> 

^ bt»/i2 Tf ::f":5. :; r-..: '. j .> . ^.<» •:i>; x :^:: . j .-.■ 
oi jTh^i apartotfiits am m general c^^tled up 
mtb: .great fetegancfiu The wiodQw^cuxtai^ jm 
either t)f laeautdMjduntep Bilk^jonvehcai^ cj'Siclia 
Jteat tif the &iwtura coasi9ti..iif;d^^ gil 
mndole^^ /picltires^ m^iiQgfmf tablesi9;»U6lin!g^ 
cowh€s^:8«V;. foev^fy . apw*m«ii4ifti4f3^^ 
fdace &^;a fii^j the maehtn^ fop holidsog orhaxfa 
i^ coriaposed o^- steel aiid brasa, yeiy hi^y^fici^ 
lished^ and oni£»iented<- Tl^ fiY:h«it^'i3|^4^ 
place is adorned by marble slabs, one of which 
is laid horizontally, aod upchi ¥^&lf/^^ the 
aiMniiier, they place bouquets of §iElW^,^^aftc^*!i 
Ae wtotes, v^ious oi-namente of chifi2|4p&raj^ 



z' 



MIR2A AW TAL£B itSAN. } 1 ^ 

JN^hitig in their houses attracted my ad- 
miration^ so much as what Ihavc^ just described, 
utility ^nd omamQnt being therein" happily 
Btep^tM' The walls of the rooms ^r^ covered with 
y^riegatted pe^r^ wit^ v))k^ th@ pg^dm of the 
Oiqpets ingenf r^l 4^rr€;3pond< The entreiK^e tK> 
(hebo^se i^ by ^ <}oor Qn the eating floor, on 
wi^ch the iiqmber' of the hoiMse and d^ nama 
of the master. are either painted, or engraved xin 
a brass plate. On every door there is fixed a 
l^iMjdDer, by strikipgof which yx^u give notice to 
thi^ servants, when you wish to ent^r 7 but m, 
same houses theyhavQbelU flxedfidr this purpoift^ 
Ii% the room bdow slairs;^ wh^re tjie servanta 
9ssesnble, there are several belU fitted, ' whiei]^ 
a0mmimi<;^te by wir^ with the di^^entap^t^ 
nwnto; imd: being aJl numbered, 4ipon the 
ri|^iug^;Of ai^ty bell th? servants immediately 
Jywaw: ^bsy^t their pre^en^ is ^^quired* 

,1 'Jl^e^^treets of this city are in general wid^ 

^l^ifflK. divided, in^ tjiree portions; thfe tw9 

^1^ ;iVh|^^ ^r^ ilft^^^ ^^^^ apprQ|^i«tad tci^ 

\2 



ft»t passengfefs i mA the middle pai*^ >«rhioH^i» 
paved with stones, is used for hds^es'and^K 
riages. In front of the houses of noblemen and 
^^ntiemen there is an iron raiKng ^icb'^ pro- 
j^ts some jrards into the street, by which ligjht 
sestd air are admitted into tlie lower flobrj and 
fcteavy or dirty m-ticles can be taken out or -to 
4tifdugh^ door in the railing; witlKMit defiling 
^thie^-diouse; ^" ^v ■■ ■ '''-.■ 

'^"- • 'Many J of 'the. i)|pBt^ streets are etrtirelyrod- 
c?upiM ' by "shops i tKfese have aU large glazed 
Wtiddws, in xvbicti thei articfes' are exhibited^ to 
attract purbhasers* Theyliave also over the dodts 
ft plank painted black/ oil which is intsiiribfed, 
In gold letters, the naftielaihd profeJsalobvbf Itee* 
Iwmer. Tliesc shops ^e at night briHSandy 
lighted up, anfid have a' handsome effedfc * In 
them is to be found whatever is curibus 4e)r 
valuable in the world. My attention was par- 
ticularly attracted by the jewellers' and milliners* 
tqpositories; liorwere the fruiterers wpistry-N 
vix^ka^shops wLtbout their attractioiiis. J gene- 



Jlxmimdnmme QneM these places^ . v 

VJ'fcl.U'"'"-'}::?'^-; ' •■•*;■■-..- ; !■ ■ .■-: - ■..■■•::7 

ore- At itf^t^ both sides of the stre^ft are light^ 
J|i|iiy by Jhmi>$ suspeaded ki glasa vases at tihe 
difflghtf of ten or tweb« feet from the grouEid^ 
tfwhidh^vvrith the addition of the immerovM» cflfffh 
^dtast/buming' in the shpp vrindows, rcaider it m 
light as day. One of the streets ibm^ lighMd 
up, in which were several chemists' shops con- 
-tainhUg giass vases filled: mth difi^njb ccfl^iired 
rtiqi»ds>r ■ put me - io; im»d: X)f ^thft l InntmbS^i^ 

> dtiiingLthe /^reign x)€f *h© , lat©^ ^IKMN^i ^^igittft jid 
,3^wkh<i rThifi .iieiiig thi^^tfdNiYrto^ h^^^ 
■ i*ett lifted »fc nighty, itivin^tes^eiiiiiii^ * ^itiiirria 
vgR»£^ridear; of it«(> graadei^^^^nor did itv^&aih 
i(#arcbr aicfier >in my . estin»dion * hy a <i6mpari»iii 
vwith London. : * 

i rrn The -crowd of people who are canstantiy 

r|«aiksmg the « streets^ is astonishing; and they 

iHB^ bcqaorad audi dext^ty byvhabit> that tliiry 



infeVer run agaitifet efath othef. I dbtiM i«5l*llfe!p 
aSmiriiig some girfs, who, dthef fitiiri feh** c^**- 
riess of the weather^ or their natural high floW 
of Spirits, disdaiiSed to walk deiiSeiWfelyv bat 
bounded through the crowd, Ivithout touching 
•^oile, a^ if they had beefl going doWh iei 

•ftftlCe. • ■ ■ ...... . :.: ;■ ^ 

r^ ••>■ ^ :■ ...... ^ .. 

''^^'In this, attd all thfe Other cities of Europe, 
'iftere dVe so itiany carriages of different kinds, 
that'! tri^y siifely liver, ftotn the day I Btfw&A 
lii' Dublift,' till I quitted Pliri», die sound, of 
toadi '^hedls wto h6vef but of iny BNts. There 
tfit Steven hundlrfed wgistered coaehe* fherfe, 
V^hich never gb crtA^ die towti,^but m^ 
*caHy ^seiiger^ from oiii4 street to wmjAwt. 
B^fcides these, everf AofatenMih and gentldman 
Mf fovtune ke^ps his own carriagi^ ooite of 
which are drawn by two horses, otkmrB hy (g>ur 
br ^ir. The horses are of a large, breed r:pe- 
'i^iir to tiiiese kingdoms ; and they ufte/csed 
'ftrrall kinds of woik> ev^i fer pdoQghiitg^Ihe 
ground. The only uise made of bcdlocks m^tliis 



tiovntry. tsfr^o jet^^ the^ T^^ sheep here, ha^? 
9ilt bojge tMilsb, but are, very <leUciou3 fpc^ 
Xlpef^fewle are also very fine^ of the «ize ^ 
gieese^ ^md give very large eggs. 

.y' "■- • ' . • ■ A 

la this city there are several extensive w^ 
beautiful Squares : in the centre of each is ge- 
nerally a fountain, over which a cupola id 
erected, to shdter it from the »un; tiiQ water 
issues from the heads ;of lions, or $ome ptb^ 
animal, caiyed in stone -$ but, vto prev^ t tjie 
wetter being wasted, ^yery pipe, has a ^crf^yv 
to, it, vvhich, -when the person ba6 filled h^s 
buckets, he iutimymd the w^t^. ceases to •Qgw* 
in some of the squares? there is *. stone plat- 
form erected, on whidi is placed the veqjuestriatt 
stattt dfolie of their kinga; and when Seeti iitin 
e titstance, it appears as if khe horse was- cur- 
vetting in 4iie air. These fountains and ^tatMes 
tiaVe an iron railing round th^n ; and ^t nigllt, 
'■ laanps are affixed theiie(o> to prefveqt pec^ie 
> :^Bxm hurting themselves by running ^g^ifist 



v^o> In I thifl, ^imtcy, aad all throti^i l^it)f»e^ 
:.^t>e&p€K>isjny. in France aiad in Jtaljr^^stotnes 
r^P^stcHie and niai^ble^re held in high eBtimatioD, 

approaching to idolatry. Once in my-pre^ieiiw;, 

in London, a figure which had lost its head, 
. Jffiss^ and thighs^ and of whidi, in shoit, no- 
Jfeing; but the trunk remained, was sold ftr 
l>A0,OQft;OTii«es (j^-5000). . It is xeaUy astp- 

imhiiig^ tibat people posffesatng" so muph' know- 

todge^and^^good sense, .and who rq>roach the 
ilwiMlity ^i Hili4<<>fltftn -with wearing gold ai^l 

silver ornaments like women, should be; thus 

tempted by Satan to throw away their money 
:^^n,usde»8.*blQtjkl^. ^^'herp is^a ^^t variety 

tqifrthe$#i %^res, anriirtiiey §eem.'Jto b*v^ Sfj^ro- 
;pHiatft stetues^^ for every situation : thus, ^bitlie 
T^ews or gates, they have hi^e janitors ; , ia-tl^ 

fi^jterior. they have figures oi^ women dancing 
/isitbj tambourixies and other music^i. instru- 

flMents; x)ver the dbimney-pieces they place 
taome of the heathen deities of Greece ; in the 

kiirying grounds they have the statue^ of the 
5Jbc^ed; and in the gardens they put, , up 



MI&aA iUtVffWLCailV^AN. ^ III 

Jderlls; tig^/ or wolws in pursuit '<^f ii feat, 
'in ilopes ''that animals^ on beholding thdte 
cfigcves^ will be frightened^ and not 'COtKie- uMo 
.tlie3gawien. ^ ^ ■ r 

1 >The centre part of some of the squims 
ii$ laid out in handsome, gardens^ wket^e'^the 
genteel inhabit^its walk every morning and 
evening, and from which thov commons peo- 
ple are excluded. - Bands of wandering . ana* 
sicians also come here^ ' and > pla}r fCM* a Mtwll 
reward. ^ •• - •' -^•f > - % • t^ 

. .* . ^ . • . ..; * • .; . -.'; r? ^:-. 

Besides the squaresy they have in Emttpe 
other places of recreation for the inhabitiints^ 
called Paths : these are an exteiit of gt^innd 
inclosed with a wall, containing rows of shai^ 
trees, • verdant pastures, and brooks of Wdter, 
over which are thrown ornamental arches, 
either of stone or marble. Cattle and shoiqp 
are permitted to graze in these parks \ and. deer 
are frequently. allowed to run* wild ,iatli€m, 
and^increase their numbers. * TTie flesh of ^4he 



Mi-metAidiml lEiiiiifialB is highly f*x»9d ; aiAi 
<iiHMi one <xf liiem is required fcr the tafaie^isi 
gllild »drkmian is employed to kill himinrith 
a'tnusket. In some of the parks* there sre 
biftidsome buildings and delightful gardens^ to 
99l$t^ the inhabitants of the city resMt in great 
«teifte« on Suirfays. 

-.'fjfThfe tottrttry dl iround -Dablin ie Very i«d- 
1ttW8()Uli, afid in that respeot it &r sdivpasaes 
Jbakdoti. At tilte distance of a few miles ifrom 
the city^ there is a great variety of hamlets 
and country-houses, where the people of opu- 
tenoe reside during the summer. 

*irf t'^Hie mMt «!teimiing :place I have e\w be* 
flield ii ^Menix Park. Besides the be^ties 
,4(^idi I hinre described as belonging to parks 
I4il general, it contmns several buildings of hewn 
intone ; iand the Dublin river runs through the 
riMdcHe of it, the bankft of which are doped, 
i/Md formed into verdant lawns ; and oiver the 
■a ftf tam iure erected tiVo elegant . atone bridges : 



on the shaded ^ideA (tf ^irfaidi^ dn^ng liie ^V^Wj^ 

^noyir is sometimes to be seen, while the odmr 

fBrtii wttin their rerdurc : tktts fbrmd ^im^iech- 

dble 'G(Hitmdt, and i^iider^ thi^ wKiol^ 4tf tl^ 

tMseneiy peculiarly hlt^re^il^. Oifi vi<»WlN|^ 

this ddightful <spot, I n^ Hlftde iei^ibte ^f 4^ 

jnst sentiments of the Stilish gfeftllemeh Hi 

Im^^ who, tiot^thstanditig their high Yftfrib 

^ttid great incomes^ Mnttsid^r thM cdunliylfe 

mefely ^plaee of tempomry N^ourft, aUd iMNfe 

tteirthov^htB always heiA upon ifetintiStag^rlb 

tlieir native land; - ^ • - >. -.* 

Another captiv&ting sctn^ Hear Dubltfi 48 
the seaside, the prospect from which i^lb^H* 
tiful, and enlivened by the view of nianjr 
himdred shipd lift atu^hi^n AH along the tihore^ 
for dfeverri nul^ Itey iia% wood^ hcmMi 
pbted npcfa wheels^ for thi^ Oonv^nieMe^f 
^private bathings Tbtm madiine^ «r6 ^HMm 
J^^iorses into the jpttiper depth i^ *MiMt\ a 
d60r theiaL q^s towaixk the sea^ and a p^rMi 



i^^hrttcy^iUid benefit ^'h^^ -• -' ^>^ 

1-^ 51i€ gmateist cariosity of this city isiaitotwst 
li^kh ii^ built in ^e sea, at the distanoe of 'tik> 
niies, andr is united to the shore by a wall w 
fuer forty yards in In'eadth. On \ thia <towrer 
^Ihey evbry night light i^ an immense lantern 
ivftii : a great .> number of clamps; by SQeiKig 
jdiichy^the people opi boa^ ships, bomidfor^this 
.^i^y^ioury steer their course, and avoid the daoak 
iofiA rodpsK. which obstruct the free na^igat;ion.Qf 
this port. Besides the advantage of a salexx2ra>^ 
foonication with the. Light-house, the Pier . is 
rilaelu}, A0 prevent the sea from encroaching on 
.tfee^dty, ^ -. V ;-.:... r> .v- 

^M-;;. ^•- ' ■ '. : . .. -^ ■ • "■.• - - .: ■ ■-r^ 

- : 'Kie river » which runs through Dubliai is 
;«aU(8d the LifFy, and is as large as the Goomj^ 
' (of Lucknow), when full : both banks of it are 
fiiaed with stone; and there are siXvhandaome 
Aridges over it^. The aides of these, bridges^ are 

(defended by iron railings, to whidi#r^.^.afBl^ 



umimhtvof the gh9A99im Ihsmhefyrevieh 
scribed^ for holdmg lamps; andat ]nght> wtm 
these are lighted up, they have quite the aji* 
pearanee.of iUumirlations made ^y the liM^JvUity 
of Hindoostan, on a marriagey or aomeHaidiar 
fejoidlng. In this oovUfitry them ara3ii»» 
merous ''- cana% fc»r ' the coav^raiice o£t ooatp 
and o£her ^ heavy goods from : one ' pari jof/ tht 
iLmgdom to another/ ThareiS)ione>i9i^iehiMm 
from -Dublin to Lfimerick^ upon? which vflie 
i*cvcrat covered boats ^ resemfalhig k^v v cbmSg^ 
roKVS; but some of these tire'muQh^-isi^psrj tand 
will csdry a great nirnlberof pas6a%erist.ii ^'hfiilfc 
boats kre drawn by horses,: whichproceedaiong 
a level road fbrmed on the bsrdiL of the tdmai^ 
which is generally shaded by rows of treeil 
By the contrivance of gates or locks, a sufficient 
quantity of water is always retained iti^ the 
canals; and in case of its overflovnng^ it 
can fe let off into other channels. In tl^ 
vicinity of this city are also several docks fyr 
building ships, the construction of whhrli'iis 
'Veiy-^curiQu$.^-- ' «■■;•••■■' /■■-'• '• --'*■■'--' 
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> Of: the ^nMk \ml^J9^, the C^tfegiB ior the 
most celebrated. Tb^ eptrano^ tp t1^ is 
^IBough a lofty arched gateway; opposite to 
niikk is a buildiiig five ttbriea togli^ oon-- 
tMfaig ihe 8p9flmmtfi ^ th^ Rtiiid^Ht9> of 
whom there have bfep^ soiiif& y^iptfs^ at Qjpiiy 
•fcitw^^e humlr«d at the £ame time^ -The 
liiKVry )« a very <»Iega9t rgoo^ iwe b^ndl;ed 
yaeis m Wagth> aii4 twenty in hreidth : ^h^ 
wdls^ are aU fitted i4{^ witl% shelvest which 
QMteki^ve 4(M:^ volumea^ in various Im^ 
gtMgef:^ aad evary branch of science, I was 
mwh pkaiied to find bqre several Persia^ 
lUg/fif^^ i aPQQng whichr w«ee two v^ry elegant^ 
ilg^uscsri^t copiQ^ of thp S^nam^h, and the 
5i»e, Poems of Nizamy* , The Museum is 
ailf^ a 6w rppro : it Qpnt^w a great Qumbor 
qf cijf ipsiUes^ priuqipally brojugtufc from fpreiiga 
fpuntries- onj? pf tl^se was a hvijnan body 
Vrapt up in cloths and gum^ which had 
^pn brought frojn the pyramids qf ?Igypt- , At 
^e back of the College is an Qxtejisive mea- 
d0w^ divided into walks, and shaded by trees, 
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At the time of my visit ,t^ th^ CQlkg^ Ijbt 
ohief or bead of tbe .Uoivieraity ¥mft Brmfrt 
Orrr-trry^ He .first honoured me witb dn liniife 
tation to iii^)eot the College, and aft^^to^ 
nequested I wodkl favour him With my/^dlifr^ 
pa2iy to dinner* Hei^ and kis lad^^a^vevy «9^ 
sible and intelligent woman^ behaved to me 
with the most.tnarked attei3di6iir«uul pdit^^ 
At hi$ table I had the pleasure*^' meetingti|itit 
Dr. B<-^n, a member i(^^FMiiittii0M^ aiid!^'4l 
great favourite of thepet^ ol Itiele^; -^litt 
a Dr, H-^1;. bo^ of Wvom after^audd iKtJ^ 
Roured me wkh their frifettdshi^. I \^s^1ii 
much pl^ised with the wit and Agreeable oofi- 
verisation of Mra, B — ^n, fihat f wrote apoferi* 
M her praise, and sent it to h6r ftom Londbit' 



Next in rank among the public feuildirigs, 
is the Parliament House. Hiis h' divided^inife 
t\v6 large apartments; atid sev^i^al offices. ^ 



o^ofiiie ^pftrtmentfr ihe Lords<'tneM r aMd 
in the other^ the Commons^ or representatipMv 
of the people^ assemble. These rooms are hung 
rdidid with tapestry^ on which are dqneted the 
representations of battles^ and other events thiit 
oeedr in £heir history. At first I thought th^ 
w(a» paintings^ but, upon exammation, dised- 
yered, to my great astonishment, ithiit- the 
figuires^ were-ali worked on the cloth, 

"^-i- next visited ^AeCustom House, and tfie 
l^S^isnge : • th^se ore both noble buildings. . In 
tK6*fbmier> tiie- dutfes upon all goods exfk^rted' 
or" imported -are recefved^ and in the latter the 
ratirchants assemble to negotiate their cdnc^ms^ 
Gtee-of die greatest curiosities I observed BSere 
wtis a ^ind clock : it -had a dial resemblihj^^ 
oMmnon clock, with two hands, which indi- 
dekcd the exact point whence the wind Bfew^i 
I afterwards proceeded to the Courts <ji La\f^i 
and then to a superb dome called the Rotunda. 
This latter place was built for a puUk; music- 
iWcmi, and ^1 held- 4000 persons, but -is 



n^lK; i^ •: by 1^ a l?arr«pk,,fi3f - 

The ^e buikliilgs I have mentioned are oo%r 
structed; of beautiful hewn stone; and the 6^ . 
latter have^ in the center of each^ a lofty dome^ 
wh^ce^ through large glazed windows, thali^g^,. 
i$ cpnjiEQunicated to the interior : they are also 
adorned in £ix>nt by arcades of lofty piUarSp^i) . 

In this city there are a great number of places 
of public worship, several of which I visite^iL 
The most celebrated of them is called Chr^. 
Church : it is very large, and above 6oo years 
old. In it, they never perinit the men and 
women to sit together, which appears to meju| 
excellent regulation, llie barracks of Dubl|A 
are very extensive ; and ther^ sure two handsome 
parades, well paved and flagged, for the. exercise 
of troops in rainy weather. 

The public hospitals of this city^ are np* 
meroua, and are admirable, institutions. Qq^ 
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of these is for the delivery of poor pr^nant 
women ; another for the reception and educa- 
tion of orphans ; and a third for the maintenance 
of wounded or worn-out soldiers. 

In these coimtries it is common for persons, 
when dying, to bequeath estates or large sums 
of money, to endow hospitals, or for other cha- 
ritable purposes. This custom is truly praise- 
worthy, and should be accepted as an excuse 
for those, who, during their existence in this 
world, hoard up their riches, and often deny 
themselves the enjoyments of life. 

In this city there are but two hot baths, the 
roofs of which resemble large ovens. They 
are not properly fitted up ; and are so small, 
that with difficulty they hold one person ^ and 
even then the water does not rise above his 
middle. Being a case of necessity, I bathed in 
one of them ; but there were not any atten- 
dants to assist me ; and instead of a rubbi^r, I 
was obliged to use a brush, made (I hope) of 
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horse's hair, feuch as they clean shoes with. 
The fact is, that in winter the people of iDublin 
never bathe, and in summer they go info the 
sea or river : these baths are therefore entirely 
designed for invalids or convalescents. 

Dublin can boast but of two public Theatres 
or Play-houses, each of which will contain 
about 1500 persons. The half of the building 
which is appropriated to the audience is divided 
into three parts, denominated, the Boxes, Pit, 
and Grallery : the first of these is intended for 
the nobility and gentry, the second for the 
tradesmen, and the third for the lower classes 
of people. The prices of admittance are, five 
sliillings, three shillings, and one shilling. The 
6ther half of the building is occupied by the 
stage, on which the actors exhibit : this is sub- 
divided by a number of curtains and scenes, 
upon viiich are painted cities, castles, gardens, 
forests, &c. The whole of the house is well 
lighted, by candles placed in chandeliers^ 
lustres, &c. 
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In the exhibition which affbrdedl me ihe 
greatest amusement, the actors spoke in sbnie 
barbarous^ knguage. One of them represented 
an Ethiopian magician, called Harlequin^ with 
whom the daughter of a nobleman falls despe- 
rately in love : the magician in consequence 
conveys her, while asleep in her bed, to his 
own country. Here she is visited by the Queeii 
of the Fairies, and several of her attendants, 
idl of whom descend oh the stage in flyifig 
thrones : they reproach her for her partiality 
to such a wretch, and advise her to discard 
him : she, after showing evident proofs of her 
attachment to the magician, yields to their 
advice, and requests they will assist her to 
return home. The queen orders one of the 
attendants to accompany the young lady, and 
to remain with her as a protection against the 
power of the magician, and to assist her Either 
and her intended husband. Harlequin however 
contrives to visit his mistress ; and the lovers 
being soon reconciled, they attempt at one 
time to escape in a coach, at another in a 
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{»hip^ but are always brpu^t back. At length, 
ifi one of the affrays, the fetlier is wounded^ 
and confijipd to his bed : here he is visited by 
4he Angel of Death, represented by the skeleton 

of, a man with a dart in his hand, who telk him 

• ■.'■■»/ 

he,. must either marry his daughter to Har« 
lequin, Qr accompany him. The fath^ consents 
tp Xh^ marri^^ which is celebrated with great 
rejpiiqing^ ; and thus ends the faroe.j Another 
of their exhibition^ wa^ named Thfi Taki^^ 
.of S^ri^gapqtam.: aU tjie scenes ixj this, wcj^e 
taken frpm.^ book irecently publishe^^ coij- 
tainin^ £01 account, of th^ late war in^Mysorg, 
and; tbp fell, of Tippop, Saltan. jThe /e^\e- 
sentatioTi ,;^as ^^ correptf that -every thing 
appeared natural; 9.nd the conclusion was very 



., I jy^, much entertained by an exhibition 
of Horsemanships by Mr. Astley and his coni- 

.pany. jThey have a,n established house in 
IfOndpn, but come ov(^r to Dublin for four or 

^ fiv^ months in every yek;, to gratify the Irish, 
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by displaying their skill in this science^ whidi 
far surpasses any thing I ever saw in India. 

I was also much astonished on seeing a 
new invention of the Europeans^ called a Pan-- 
orama. The scene was Gibraltar^ a celebrated 
fort belonging to the English, at the entrance 
of the Mediterranean Sea, on the coast of Spain. 
I was led by a dark entrance into the middle of 
a large room, round which a picture of this 
famed fortress was hung ; but, by some con- 
trivance, the light was so directed, that every 
object appeared as natural as life. They also 
exhibited an engagement between an English 
and a French fleet, in which not only the noise 
of cannon was distinctly heard, but also the 
balls flew about, and carried away the masts 
and sails of the adversaries* ships. 



MlKZk HJBXS TAL£B KHAN. 135 



CHAP. VIIL 

Character of the Irish, Caricatures. Trouble-- 
some curtosity of the common people. Heavy 
fall of snow. Severe cold. Climate of Ireland 
— {advantages thereof. Skating. Account of 
the author^s particular friends or patrons* 
Mode of living of the Irish. The author 
haves Dublin --' his passage to England'-^ 
he lands at Holyhead. Description of Wales; 
and of the city of Chester. The author arrives 
in London. 

1 SHALL here endeavour to sketch thie cha- 
racter of the Irish. The greater proportion of 
them are Roman-Catholics, or followers of the 
religion of the Popev Their churches are how- 
ever built in the same form as those of the 
English, whom they call Dissenters or Philo- 
sophers (i.e. Deists or Atheists). 
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They are not so intolerant as the English^ 

neither have they the austerity and bigotry of 

the Scotch. In bravery and determination; 

hospitality and prodigality, freedom of speech 

and opeti-heartedness, they surpass the English 

arid Scotch, but are deficient in pi^udertce and 

ioun J judgment : they are nevertheless witty, 

and quick of comprehension. Thus my landlady 

and her children soon comprehended my broken 

English ; and what I could not explain by lan- 

guagCj they understood by signs : nay, before 

i" had been a fortnight in theit* house, they 

tibuld even understand my disfigured transla- 

Uteris of Persian poetry; When I was about 

ko' leave them, and proceed on my journfey, 

inahy of my firiends appeared much affected, 

arid said, " With your little knowledge of the 

** language, you will suffer much distress in 

^^ England ; for the people there will not give 

f^ themselves any trouble to comprehend your 

^meaning, or to make themselves useful 

^^ to you."* In fact, after I had resided for 

'a ^hole year in England, and could speak the 
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}aQgiiage a hundred Jtknes better tbaa on my 
first jUTival>.-I found much more difficulty in 
obtaining what I wanted, than I did in Irejand^ 

In Dublin, if .1 happened to lose my waj^, 
and inquired it. of any person, b^ would, im- 
mediately on perceiving I was a foreigner, quit 
his work^ and : accompany me to the place 
where I wished to go. One nigh,t, as Jk^^ 
going to pay a visit at a considerable di$tancQ, 
I asked a man which was the roadi/' He ior 
stantly accompanied me ; and when we axxwed 
at a particular spot, I knew where ^we ^ere^- 
and, having thanked him for the triable JiejUad 
taken, said I wias now perfectly /acqvtajnt^d 
with the remainder of the roadj and begged hp 
would return home. He would Hot <)onseQ^,; 
;but, after we had gone some distance further, 
I insisted upon his leaving me, otherwise I 
ishould. relinquish my visit. He apparently 
iocmiplied ; but I could perceive, that, fron^ hk 
great care of me, he still followed. Being aiv 
reived at the door of my friend*^ house, I waited 



fiir some time^ that I might again have aa: op^ 
portunity of thanking him ; but as soon as he 
saw that I had reached a plate of security^ he 
turned round, and went towards home. 

The Irish, by reason of their liberality and 
prodigality^ seldom have it in their power to 
assist their friends in pecuniary matters : th^ 
aie generally in straitened circumstances them- 
s^v^, and therefore cannot, or do not aim at 
i^i COmfcM'ts and elegance of the English: 
jieither do th^ take pains to acquire riches 
9nd honours like the Scotch, by limiting their 
explenses when in the receipt of good incomes, 
and paying attention to the Great. In conse- 
qu^ce of' this want of prudence, they seldom 
attain to nigh dignities, and but few of them, 
pomparatively, make much progress in science. 

Their great national defect, however, is 
excess in drinking. The rich expend a vast deal 
in wine ; and the common people consume im- 
mense quantities of a fiery spirit, called whisky y 
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^hich is the peculiar manu&cture of tlvs 
country and part of Scotland^ 

One evening that I dined in a large com*- 
pany, we sat down to table at gix o^clock : the 
master of the house immediately commenced 
asking u^ to drii\k wine, , and^ under yaiioim 
pretences, replenished our glasses.; but; perceive 
ing that I was backward in emptying, minej hi 
called for two water glasses, and, having filled 
them with claret, insisted upon my taking one 
of theiQ. After the table-cloth was remqvG^, 
he first drank the health of the. King, then q£ 
the Quqen ; after which he toasted a numbqr 
of beautiful young ladies with whom I was ac-r 
quainted, none of which I dared to refuse. Thus 
the time passed till two o'clock in (he morn- 
ing ; and we had been sitting for eight hours : 
he then called to his servants to bring a fresh 
supply of wine. Although I was so much in- 
toxicated that I could scarcely walk, yet, on 
hearing this order, I was so frightened, that 
I arose, and requested permission to retire. 
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He eaid he was sorry I should think of ^iqg 
away so soon ; that he wished I would stay 
supper, after which we might have a bottle or 
,twie> more by ourselves. I had heard from 
Sjiglisbmen, th&t the Irish^ after, they ^ 
dfartmk at table, quarrel, and kill e^ch other in 
4l9el9;. |>u£ J must declare^ that I never saw 
I^HffflO gmljty of any rudeness^ or of the ^maUest 

J»IKQf3friety. • . 

f 

.Y/.; The peters of these countries sonietimes 
IJbrftV!!! ridiculous figure, palled CttriccUur^, which 
it 4^ ^impossible to behold without laughing, 
^l^iey, in general, are int^ded to exhibit th^ 
4tfects or ibllies of the Minsters or. other great 
inen^ and sometimes to turn into-r^dicul^ Ij^e 
jo-evailing passion or vice of the people atlarga 
;^ese pictures are sold in sets, and consisted 
^veral pieces. One of them which \vas.§lK>vm 
to me contained a caricature of each of th^ 
nations. The first exhibited a Scotchn^, 
quitting his country to seek his fortune : and 
the itch being a very common complaipt in 



Scdtland; thisf pbCM* ^Ibw iV drtfvnir iru^bli^ 
hfsl^aiek againk a thile-stdiie^ On the ro^ib 
Eofidon. Ihthe next pagfe he is shemi in'lhft 
habit of a postman, carryinjg; a bf«g Of tettttfi 
from one village to' another, in the tJtird pagii^ 
he becomes a gehtleman*s stewa^ : in thin 
iiitoatfon, by his industry, aiid atiei^^^nt6th^ 
wishes of his master, he-abquii^S tototS'ltafift^ 
which he lends out at interest to fa^ i|aiBl6Jh> 
and thus becomes rich. In the fourth page, he 
gets acquainted with aii opulent Eii^rsh^ow, 
Whom he marries, and thfer^y abtjUilres^ KOiSfe 
degree of importance. In fheflflh^^i^faeiii 
represented as an attendtot on theMmistbr^ 
with whom, by his assiduity and battery, hfc 
liecomes a fevourite, and dbtains a ^6st uttdet* 
Government. In the last page, te is seated ia 
^he diair cf the Vizier, having, by industry arid 
^penteverance, thus raised himself, from the most 
abject state of poverty, to the highest situation 

which can be held by a sul^ect. 

^::v '■■■ * . ■: . ■.. 

" ^iPhe- Irishman's career is not so Icm^, nor 
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mi,tanod. He enlists as a soldief^ isstid; hi^in^ 
distinguished himself by his brayeiy> is - prb4 
jDooted by d^rees to the rank of Generd. life 
liiea quarrels at table with another officer ^ 
diey f^t^ and he is kiUed in the duiesl. 
fei-^; ■ • ■ " '■ ■ .. 

>^< The Englishman is i^presented as^ a fat buH 
(therefore named John Bull); and as that anife^ 
mal is remarkable for eating a great deal, ihd 
for »ces6ive courage and obstinacy^ so' 'Ihe 
JiSa^irit seem to consider eating and drinking, 
W their chief happiness^ are frequently bluht 
Aid uncouth in their manners^ and often run 
bUfidly into danger and unnecessary expense. 

The Irish women have not such elegance of 
manners, nor the handsome eyes and hair of 
the English; neither are they as tall nor so 
good figures as the Scotch ; but they have much 
finer complexions, are waitn in their affections^ 
lively, and agreeable. 

For some time afiter my arrival in Dublin^ 



t ^^ gi'Oatly inoonunoded by! the 6dmmon pedK 
p^. crowding, round me^ whenever I went out 
'^ey w^c all very curious to see me, but had 
iiQ^untention of offending tni^ Some said I 
must be the Russian General^ who had be^ 
for some time expected ; others affirmed I was 
either sl German or Spanish noblemanr; • but 
the greater part agreed that I was a Fersiiaii 
Prince. One day, a great crowd having as*^ 
sembled about me, a shopkeeper advised me 
to.walk into his house, and to sit down till tbej^l 
i^uld disperse. I accepted his kind invitation^; 
ajjiyi went into the. shop^ where I amused myaolf 
by looking at some pemknives, sciasars, . 8a5* 
The people however thronged so about hig 
windows, that several of the panes were broken ; 
and the crowd being very great, it was in yaih, 
to ask who had done it. 

About a fortnight after my arrival, there fell 
a very heavy shower of snow. As I had never 
before seen any thing of the kind, I was much 
deUlflSlJjed by it, The roofs of the houses iind 
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teps of the walk were soon covered with it^ find 
in two or three days the fields and mountains 
became a white surface^ as iar as the eye could 
reach. During, the time it continued to snow, 
Aie cold was not very ^eat ; but when it c^ased^ 
notwithstanding I had all my doors and win-* 
dows shut, and had three blankets on my bed, 
I felt the frost pierce through me. like an 
arrow. The fire had scarce any efiect on me ; 
for while I warmed one side, I was frozen on 
tiie other ; and I frequently burned my fingers 
befbre I was aware of the heajt. At length I 
discovered, that the best rem^y was walkii^ ; 
and during the continuation of the frost, I 
walked every d^y seven or eight miles. I was 
apprehensive that my health would have suffered 
from the severity of the climate ; but, on the 
contrary, I had a keen appetite, and found 
myself every day get stronger and more active. 

I recollect that in India, when I only wore 
a single vest of Dacca muslin, if I walked a 
mile I was completdy tired ; but here, when 
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my clothes wqiild have been a heavy load for 
an ass, I could have run. for miles without 
feeling the sMaUest fetigue. In India, I slept 
dailj^ seven or eight hours, =at different time§, 
without feeling refreshed; but during the two 
months I remained in Ireland, I. never slept 
more than: four hours^ any, night, and yet I 
never 'felt an inclination to lie down in th^ 

day time. . 

. , , ... * 

The coldness of the climate in these islands 
is, I'km convinced^ very beneficial, and attended 
with many adyanta^ to the inhabitants. In 
the -first , place, it renders . the. men vigorpus 
both in mind and body, and the women fair 

. and handsome. Secondly, it obliges them to 
take exercise, which hardens and invigorates 
the constitution, and inspires them with that 
valour, by which they are envied to encounter 
the greatest hardships, and to acquire irmnortal 

fame. During my- residence in Ireland and 
Blngland, 1 have frequently received contusions 
without being sensible ,of them at Xh^ time, the 

VOL. I. X 
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tenth pai-t of i;^hich would in India have kttd 
me upon the bed of sickness. ITiircHy, it ren- 
ders them open-hearted and sincere, steady 
in the pursuit of knowledge, and not led away 
by the flights of fancy or sallies of imagination. 
I have frequently seen both men and women of 
tusenty years of age, who possessed not an idea 
that could interfere with their acquirement of 
science or the useful arts. The excessive cold 
prevents their sitting idle ; and the mind being 
therefore engaged, is prevented from wandering 
to, or dwelling on things that are improper. 
BoyS and girls of fifteen years of age are, here, 
as innocent as the^.children of India of five or 
six, aiid have no wish beyond tb^ Amusement 
of playthings, or the produce of a pastry-cook*j8i 
shop. I liave ejijen seen grown-up persons, who 
h^d acquired reputation in their own line of 
business, and m^ny of them had accumulate 
fortunes, but who were as ignorant of the 
world, as boys in the East. Another great 
' advantage of the coldness of the atmospfiere, 
"is their T>eing accustonied to wiear a number 
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'W-'tigKtinWKte ctethfes, which are troablesbme 
t6 tike x)fF, and are very inconvenient for 
lying do^n : thus they are prevented frotti 
ihdalgmg in indolent habits during the day ; 
and Itheir tiights^ are passed' in hamdess sleeps 
fcont^ary to the custom of India, where the day 
is frequeritfy devotfed' to sensuality and repose^ 
'imd the night to b^ineSs or conviviality. 

What I am now about to relate will, I fear, 
4sbi be 'Credited by my countryitlen, but i^, ne- 
irertHdj^ss, atl absblut^^ct. In these CDuritri'^s 
k-frfeqtfentfy happehs that the^^tids arid rivs^^ 
l^r^ ito^eii 6tef ; ind the Jfce, bdng of sufficient 
'stfferigth to bfear a g^at weight/ ^timbers of 
p*o^le'^6ftible thereon, and amuse themseJvfes 
irt iA^Mtii"/ >Fbr this purpose it is riequisite to 
'lie "provided With a kind of wooden shoes, 
'*hsi^rig pidces df 'irb» fixed to the sde^. At 
=ft^t'thiy appeals a very difficult operation, and 
^likny get severe falls 5 but, after some months* 
<pJ&btice, they can* dide along the ice ^with the 

•^ V&ljJBity of a horse on a fine road, and turn, 

L 2 
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in all directions, quicker than the best*trained 
ciiarger. I have even seen them engrave the 
name of a lady on the ice with the heel of 
their skate. In England and Ireland this art is 
only practised for amusement ; but in Holland, 
I have been informed, the women will carry 
a basket of eggs or butter, in this manner, 
twenty miles to market, and return home to 
dinner. 

I ren>ained for two months in Dublin ; ancj, 
in the course of my whole life, never spent my 
time so agreeably. Were I to mention the name 
of every person from whom I experienced hos- 
pit^jity and civility, I should tire my readers. 
I shall therefore only enumerate a^ few of niy 
particular friends. The principal of these were 
SirG — and Lady S — — . He had resided for 
many years in Indira, and was for some time 
paymaster at Ferrokhabad. He was at this 
time employed by the Government of Ireland, 
wa3 a great favourite with Lord Cornwallis, 
and did me the honour of being my interjpreter 
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lyith his lordship. Lady S was remark- 

ajble for mildness of disposition, elegance of 
manners^ skill in music^ and sweetness of 
voice. 

From Lord and Lady C ^n I experienced 

much attention and politeness : their house 
was a repository of every thing that was grand 
or curious. His lordship held the honourable 
office of Chief Justice of Ireland. 

The Duke of L r, the first of the nobles 

of this kingdom, honoured me with an invi- 
tation : his house is the most superb of any in 
Dublin, and contains a very numerous and va- 
luable collection of statues and paintings. His 
Grace is distinguished for the dignity of his 
manners, and the urbanity of his disposition. 
He is blessed with several angelic daughters. 

I here had the good fortune to meet with 
Qplonel W — 1, a gentleman I had long known 
in India^ from whom I experienced many acts 



of frtefldship^ and with whom I daily spent J 8ont€ 
happy hours. This gentleman was ranch at- 
feched to the natives of India, ^ and spoke their 
language fluently. He was, at this period. 
Colonel' of the Norfolk Militia, and asked me 
several times to dine at the r^mental mess, 
where he introduced me to some of the fii^est- 
Iboking young men I ever saw in my life, 
Norfolk is celebrated above? all the counties lh 
England for fine poultry, abundance of gkmie, 
and handsome women. 

The Various acts of kindness and hospitality 
I received from Mrs. F— ^-^g aro ihnumerabte. 
This lady having been informed that I hftS 
become acquainted with her husband at Uie 
house of our mutual fHend, Mr.W, A. B-^ — e, 
in Calcutta, immediately sent a gehtleiniih to 
request I would call on her. Sh6 afterwards gave 
me many invitations to her houses and intro- 
duced me to a numerous circle of* h6r itoquain- 
tance. Two of her daughters had accompanied 
iJieir fiither to India, but there stiH rethamed 



at home tiiree' girls^ heautiful as ^the -^azfrfe^ 

of Paradise. 

« • ■ ■ ^ 

Having hith0i1;o onaitted giving any de* 
scription of the mode of living of the Irish^ 
I shall here state, that the breakfast is generally 
confined to the family. At dinner, they meet 
.aHiieach other'a^Jbouses, in large p^tie^: ^hif 
jpaeal ifi^divided into three parts, at the en.4^ 
each of which, a jtable-clpth is removed. Aft^ 
dinner the gentlemen continue to drink wjufte 
for one or two hours : they then join the ladies, 
apd : dripk te?i . or coffee : and at ni^jt they 
^ain Siit dpwn to what is called §vpper. , J^^iJ 
last meal I enjoyed more than any other, as 
there is less ceremony observed at it thanet 
dinner : the servants are soon dismissed, and 
the guests help themsdves. ^ 

Nothing pleased me more in Europe than 

the attenclance of servants being dispensed 

i.W^tjti^ In Jpdia^ they remain constantly in 

the room ^ but here they retire as soon ^ 



dmAet ris over, tod ranaki iUI isUMimiined^ by 

the.bell. ^-> ■ - ■ 

^^ ■ I Was also much pllaased ff^bserve, that in 
Eusropean society, when a person is spieiakiilg, 
Ite others lieVer interrupt hitii, and the c6n- 
>fersdtibn 'is carried on in a gentle tone of voice. 
OmtvttAtigy while I was enliged in C6n^^ 
sbtteh With the lady of the house, the?*tervaht 
Ctftbred with a large tray of costly chmli'; tend 
l^iJft)6t catching the edge of the carpet, he fell, 
and -febke the whole to pieces : the' lady^ h6w- 
emTf haver noticed the circum^hCe, but c6n- 
titodd.her:*con^rsationMritJi rnt^ tft the nio^t 
tftidisturbed mannefr - *^ > ^ 

rr It affords: me much satisfection, thus Id 
llJcord the amiable qtialities of the Irish; as, 
previous to my landing, I had conceived {Strong 
pi^jodices against them, in consequence of 
It^ n^Mrepresentaticm of some of the' pasilen- 
gers^ pn boaind our ship, who had described 
%^3fi. ^ .rude> irasciWe,. and .teisige. : 



7 On: the l^fli'bf Jdmiary, MfOO, Slaving teketf . 
leave of all my friends, I embarked on b6ant 
one of the vessels called Packets, which convey 
the letters and passengers ftom one island to 
the other. About the middle (^ the flight 
we quitted the Irjdi shore ; and the wiiid bei%. 
very favourable, we cast anchor at Holj^b^etulr 
early next mcmiing. We were soon after Iw^d, 
and went to the best inn in. the to^vim^ k$pt- 
by a person named J — r— n. This map, -^^i^ 
that I was a forqgner, thought ha eould pe^p^ 
some advantage by detaining me at his holute?^ 
he therefore end^ii^]^red to persuade m^ to 13&* 
naaip a short time at Holyhead : but two Irish^ 
gentlemen, who were escorting tfaiir sister td* 
Londdn, perceiving his intention, abused him 
for iJLjj^vited m6 to dine with thetai, and in 
the eWfenifig put me into the miil coach; whidi 
was setting out for ^.Gheateft 

V Holyhead 48 a smdll and dhty^town^ ai^ 
ikAy known as biing the port 6^K>site Dub- 
lin: it is sitU6lrt%d in a fi^H iislaAd, s6paratd^ 
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^m Wal^9'by tu arja» q£; tfae.isef^.^ljpoioist as 
i)froad as the river Ganges at Calcutta. W^li^s^ 
^ one of the three divisions which, with Epgt 
|w4 ^d Scotland, constitute <jrreat-Britftin> 
Jibe J heir apparwt, or eldest son of the Ku)gi 
t^es-his title from this province,, and is Qallef) 
Prince of ff^ales. 

*, . After travelling twenty-five miles, we ar-^ 
4riv€d at the arm of the sea al;K>ve mentioned, 
und in a short time were ferrjgd to the opposite 
sidle, where there is a lawn caJled Bangor F^rry. 
H^i^ we were refreshed by au excellent break- 
^t^ and immediately after proceedied on ^ur 
journey. Our next stage was to Aber-Conwjay/ 
f. very ancient city, situated betweepy^ , lof^ 
piountains, on the banks pf a fin^^ river, 
jl^hich joins the sea a little below the^j^^wn. 
This place was formerly fortified, and several 
of the walls are still standing, which much 
jresemble those of Allahabad. , Alter dimmer 
we qgain entered the poachy and at i^^^fdi^^si 
^surrived, without any accident, at Ch^ester. Our 



rdufetterm^ this journey avm ffket lofty hiil% 
BO that we' wete frequently dt^iged to ^ight. 
from the coach, and walk up the steepest of 
tli^n.^' Although Wales is a vefy nK)untliiii^ 
ous Country V it nfevertiieless contains a greoi. 
qimntity of arable lahd^ and excellent pasture 
for cattle. 

Chester, being tKe 'principal towA of th|^ 
county, where dl the fmblic busine6i» is tf&ia»r 
acted, is large and populous^ and is isaid'to be 
Hibre ancient than London* In several partictj^ 
lars it differs froni any other place I hwe S€etll<' 
Some of the streets have verandahs, rUnnffig 
from one end to the oiflier of them, tMkler. 
which the foot passengers can walk perfectly 
dry, at all seasons of the year. The middle 
of the streets is paved, and contains ample 
space for the carriages and horsemen. Matay 
6f the houses have handsome porticoes in. 
fr6nt, mipported by «tone pillar^, which 
j^Vk them a magnificent appearance. These 
ijBftods'pfrddoce great' abundance <rf fine stpnq,. 



a4fidr'}9ar<ifi/^rex Imik 0£ this materiaL// r i^r/tj 

•A& sevfemi of my Irish friends had re^onirT 
iriended me to gentlemen in Chester,^ th6.Iatt(e;f> 
had b^€sn for some time in expectation^; of ua§?i 
afriv^ I was in consequence, early next mof^T? 
ing^ waited upon by a Mr. F — , and three or four 
otiiier persons, who loaded me with inyitntipn^, 
aiid accompanied me to look at the city* A| Hx^ 
h(9w for dinner, a Iw^ party, coowting of g<M«V^ 
ofi ib^ principal inhabitants of tl>e to\yn, asse^^ 
bled, and in the evening we were most agce^b|j? 
dilLtertained with music aj;Kl dancings .^hen jk<^ 
broke up, many of th^e hospitable ft^jile t% 
quested that I would stop for some time at 
Chester, and favour them with my company : 
but, as I was very anxious to get to London, 
I declined their polite invitations. 

By the advice of my friends, I agreed with 
tiie owner of the stage coach, that, instead of 
continuing the journey to London without inter- 



miiMidA,; I sik)^ siee]^ cvie flight on- tb^ tb^:^ 
It was betw€«n ^tie or two in the momihg whdll^ 
we quitted Chester ; and after a journey of forty- 
nine ThWeSf We breakfasted fit Staf)[brd. It was 
midnight before we readied Norris Hdfniltm^ 
where I stopped for the remainder of^ t2i6 
night, and ' felt truly grateftil to my (rymd%t{c^ 
their good aidvice, as I thereby enjoyed a^eo^i^ 
fortable supper, and a refreshing sleeps afteSr 
the fatigues of a long day*s journey. Oh thif 
following-^morning I again set out in the coaefc; 
and' on the *29th of Shaban, corresponding ti>' 
the ^l^tbf January 1800, arrived safe ih Low-* 
d6ni being fiVe days short of a Lunar year frodH 
the period of jny leaving Calcutta. ^ • 
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CHAP. iX. 

■ ■'..•.... . . ■ . i . , , . 

r ■ 1 . . ■ . ■■ • ' , ■ ' 

^he Author hires lodgings in LmHon^ Iriiei^-- 

■ view with the Tresidtni of the Bbctr'd ^*oj 

'^tlontroul. ' is intrddticed at Court — Attention 

of the Princes, and of the Nobility. Piwttc 

amusements. ' The Author s original view hi 

coming to England — disappointment — com- 

' pensated hy the kindness of Jus friends, tie 

" visits Windsor — arrives at Oxford-^ account 

'" df the University- — proceeds to J^lenkeim — 

description of the 'park and house — '- visits 

Colonel C — x. Mode of sporting in England. 

The Author proceeds to the home of Mr. 

Hr gs\ returns to London. Ode to London. 

x REvious to my departure from Dublin, I had 
taken the^precaution of writing to my friend 
and ship-mate. Captain R ^n, 'to hire apart- 
ments for me in the same house Where he 



resicfedrand immediately on my arrival, I pro- 
ceeded to Margaret Street, whea« I had the 
pleasure of finding him : but as the lodgings 
he had provided for me were up two pairs of 
stairs, I thought them inconvenient, and, after 
remaining there a week, removed- to others ia 
the same street. Being dissatisfied with thei^ei, 
i went to Ibbetson s Hotel,, in Vere Street: 
this situation was very agreeable, but the ex- 
penses were beyond my means : I therefote 
again removed to a house hi that neighbour- 
hood, where there were both hot and cold 
baths, and where t enjoyed the luxury of daily, 
ablution. I contint&d in this residence for seven 
months, at the end of which time, having 
a dispute with the master of the house, I hired 
apartments in Upper Berkley Street. -'The 
mistress of this house was an Irish woman, 

and was employed J- - . ^ - . ^k*. 

..--..- .11. 

Although I was much gratified by sedng^a 
nuinber of beautiful women, who frequently 
visited at the hoiise, I couW not agree witiii the 



my m^^^^^ .femovujg to l^ljb^ne Plaq^.^^^ 

, A few (}aya sifiker I wbk^ settl|^ in my n/^ 

te%^^>, ^f?^ of jiny friends called, to^rq^Qii- 

Atri^ |t¥J^ hii^l^ :9n baving taj^en up my al|Q^ 

,«^ft,sjpr^,i^9pe::half of , the house? of vl}i9l> 

:\l8Bre aJnfeaJbite^ bjj^c^urjte^ai^s, Thpyassuured^mg 

that^ap |f|<£e8,:qr gven gendemen of cl^aract^^, 

wOuld visit me in such a place : however,. ^ J 

-found my house very comfortable, and the situ- 

•gtipn; was in ijip^y f^p^cts qpinyeni^t, I de- 

t^inqfiijfi^ tjQ i^main where I ^x^** My frien^ 

had the condescension and loodness to overlook 

this indiscretion ; ^nd not only, w^ J visited 

thefe by the ; fifst cli^a(^rs in London, b^t 

even ladies of rank* who had never in their 

lives before passed through this street, used to 

..call in their eanriages at my door, and either 

..send up .their compliments, or leave their 

n^mes written on cards. 

; • ■ ••• V- • -^i'*'*?. "•* ■■■. .. i .;:.l'--i, 

/ . :■ -.'■... J ^. . ;(;-j. V. .. .. *! .r " . ' ■' ..i » . ;■ .r. vf 

Shortly after my arrival in London, I sent 



k«««1t6 ^\ n-^^^-^; Iheii one of tti^lprfftclffla 
Miitt^^A '&t iiie feftiplre, " to solicit^ M mfei^ 
Mew: he immediately appointed a day, and, 
^iti 1 ^ited tth hitn, received ihe with the 
gt^gat^st att^hticJii AM kindness. He'afterWaitb 
iifWted iiie to hi* ibountry-*ibiJrse at Wimbledottj? 
wtieVe i was entertained^ in the "most a^reeiabW 
dhd tt>urtfedus' tnarintr, by Lady U— e D^ — -^, 
erne of the indst channirig ahd sensiMe woirtin 
in England. 

* A ffet^ W^ks subiteqtieilt to my 'visit id 
If^t m ■ s , tfioiA the honour of b€idg''inti^ci- 
aiicea to'the Itirig; and on the foTlowing day 
#as '|)resenled4o her mdst grabidtiS'^Mijesty 
QiSe6n di^ldtte.' iBoSi of *tftesS''iiiiisti^^ 
personiiges received me in tlie'^most condescen- 
ding manner, arid, affef havntg Ifofiddl-^ mfe 
witS sdnie bdnvefeitioh, cfeniirian^e'^ fhe t3^ 
come frequently to court. After 'this" intro- 
duction, I received invitations from all the 
Princes ; and the Nobility vied with each other 
in"theif*'attehltk)h to me. HoSpit^fl^ li one 
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f^..^^ n\o4,esteeii^^,yirtues of^.t^i^B^lj; 
, an4 I eptperienced it tp such a degi:^e,^ tbuat , I 
wa,s sel4om .disengaged. In these parties I 
enjoyed every luxury my heart could desire. 
Yb^ir viands were delicious, and wipes, e^i^ui- 
sit^. The beauty of the women, and their 
•jj;race in dancings delighted my imagination; 
while the yarjety and melody of their ^ o?W^c 
charmed ojl my senses. 

I may perhaps be accused of personal vanity 
by sayifig, that my society was, cpurtedj^^anc^ that 
BDfy.\*rit and repartees, with jiome ifiprfmptii 
applications of Oriental. ppetry,w;pre tjie sii^ject 
of conversation iuthe jpolit^st cirples, , I frejE;ly 
confess, that, duric[§ my,ji)^sidenc?,i|^ JSnjglap^, 
I w4s so exjiilar4ed by .the.,:(X)ol]p^.8S;Of^^^ 
clim^, a^d so devoid of «ll care^.th^t X folloij^ed 
the advice of our, di^dujB H^^ t^j[}d g^-v? my- 
aelf up to loye ^nd gaiety. 

I pften visited all the. public p^ces .Gf,a«^iuse- 
ment in London ; and fiiequently l^^ w^mapy 



MitijiAit^AhEB khan; I63 

OpesTEk tickets sdiit tne by ladies of cjftiality, 
that I had an opportunity of obliging nikiiy 

' yOiin^EngU^hmeii, by transferring the tickets to 
them. My amusements were not however con- 
fitted to the metropolis ; I had maiiy invitatidns 
to the distance of forty, fifty, or eighty miles from 
it ; on which occasions lAy friends wef^ so 6bK- 

"ging as to take me dowil in their owti carriers, 
so that I thereby did not incur any expeniie-" 

When I first arrived in London, it had 

been my d^terminatibn to have ojpeiifed a 

^PubKc^ Academy, to be'patroAi^ed by txov^rii- 

rrient, iSf instructing * such 6f the English as 

%ere destined to ' fill important situations 

in the East; in the^ Hindoostany, Persiafi, 

"and" Arabic languages. By^ these means I 

hoped to have passed my time in England in 

a rational and advantageous manner ; beneficial 

both to myself, and to the nation I came to 

visit. I therefore took an early opportunity 

clf'rhentionitig the subject to the Ministers of 

t!fe^*Etibpii!e:>lftat it was owing to 
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their having too mapy qtlier afjf^ir^ljp f^tei}iA4pr 
or that they did not give my plaft.jths^t jcopsirfft-^ 
ration which, from its obyiqus vH;ilityy.it,;4€h. 
served, I ipet with no encQuraggi©€^t- Wh;^ 
rendered their indifference qn th^ft 6uhgect 
v^ry provoking, was, many i»diyi4wlB were 
so desirous of learning ,tl|e Oriental languoge^^^ 

that they (Attended seyi^$aught pim^h^e^^^f^^ 
of every principle of tfee scienice^i §^ paid ttimm 
half-a-guinea a lesson. 

A sh^rt time before I left fiaghuid, ttie^ 
Minifiters, having becoco<e sensiUe:Qf the^'-ad** 
y^t^p^ X^'dy to arise from 8ucli>an institution^^ 
made lae an . oflfer of 60DO r«peesr^aa^.750) an*- ? 
nnally, with liberty to reside either in^xford or. 
London, to superirntend it; hut. as I had then 
resolved to return to India, and was - disgusted 
with tihehr former apathy ion the ^Agect, I* 
politely excused myself;' - '* 

'1 ■ ■ ■' ' "-■'•- 

I have already stated, that the marks of 
attention, and. proofs of friendshipi^ which I , 
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r&!eWtd'\n Ldndbli, frotn v^ious persons in all 
ranks, ^erfe inimmeWbte': in justice, however, 
to itiy^ mo^ particulat frtends, I shall take the 
Ifterty of reciting a few of their liamei^. Among 

th6 fi3Pemoa[t of these, was Mr, C. C- ^1. Sad 

I been his brother, he could not have behaved 
with more kindness. He liberally supplied me 
with money for my drafts on Ckfcutta, and 
ofieved to advance iany other sums' I rifequired: 
he also escorted me to all the places <rf 'public 
amusement, and invited me once every week 
to dine at.bii^ table, where I had an oppor- 
tunity of imeetir^ some of the handisomc^st - 
wpmetn ; and th^ most agreeable company in 
England* , I was present at one entertainment he 
gave;, whepe seven hundred persons of rank and 
conaeqaenc^ sat dowa ta a. supper, at which ' 
wwe servfcd up all the choicest fruits and rari- 
ties proGMrabte. in London : many of these 
were produced by artificial heat ; for the 
English, not content with the fruits of their 
owa climate^ contrive, by the assistance of 
gliusaandjipe^ to cultivate those of the torrid 



so&ne ; 4nd^ as a contrast to thfese, • thfey '»flfirrtf> 
/ce into the shape <rf pedcheft, &c. whidt fte^ 
quently deceive the- beholden TMb getAlea^w 
rtasided m«iy years in India, ahd there "a<> 
quired a large fortune in tte most hotnoUn^biie^ 
iMnner." ' • • '• .• -■. -- *"''• 

■ It is customary for gentlemen of- fortaifififsi 
to quit London during -tih« summer mdnthij^ 
and to amuse themselves by travelling about 
the country. In one of these tours, Mr.CJ-i^^ — ^1 
did me the favour to take me with* him. We 
traveHed in h. phaeton, or open carriage, drawn 
by four beautiful hoi^s. : Our fiwt day's jour- 
ney was to Windsor, the country residence 6f 
the King. The Palace, or Port, is situated hi 
an extensive lurid bi^utifiil park, and contains 
a number of elegaiil apartments.. These are 
ornamented witk a great variety of picture^r, 
principally of the ancient Kings, Queens, luobd 
Princesses of England. One . of these rooms 
contained, the portraits of twenty-four cele^ 
brated Beauties, who gavi^ briUi^poy toth^^ QCKOri 
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of: one of their Sovereigas. They were painted 
from lifey by command of the monarchy and are 
thet moat charming countenances I «ver saw^ 
Tiie chapel belonging to the palace is an 
ancient building, and fitted up in a very pecu«- 
liar style. In it are deposited the crown, th^ 
throne, and complete armour of each of the 
former KingSj all of which may be considered 
as very great curiositieeu ' 

The following day we proceeded to the 
hd/Use of Mr. E ^, who possesses very ex- 
tensive gardens, and where I had an Of^ortUr* 
nity of seeing a large collection of exotics. 
During the summer, these trees are exposed in 
liie open air; but in winter' they are shut up 
in rooms covered with glass. Our next stage 
was to the house, of Mr. Gr— g, where we were 
most hospitably entertained; and in the evenings 
were amused by music, and the singing of the 
young ladies. On the fourth day, soon after 
noon, we entered Oxford, and took up our re- 
ild^iice at the 1S)tar Inn. 



. : O^sfofd i« a yeiry a^mt dty> aii4' tl^ jPWt 
q^^JS^te^, Seat of Jjeanmg of .the Ewpi«fr 
j^ thfi piiLb^ic buildings 9)$ constcuotned of be^ 
^ne^ «l4»ajuch resembk in form sooje of tih« 
E^Qp temples. The streetsi ai:e veiy i(ir^ ai?i4 
r^gul^ir,. wd seve^ of them are planted on 
ejiciiM^ with tr^. In thia place are a3sep«*. 
hl(e4 tb^ most learn(ad:m?n,of thci i;iation> and 
students come here from all parts* 

: There are twenty-fqur di&rent colleges^ 
e^. coutaiDing an extensiva library. la one 
l^rary/I 3aw nearly 10^000 io'abic and Persiati 
iqan^scripts. The. wllective name of these 
tw^tyr&ur colleges is The University, meaning 
an, assemblage of ell the^scieuc^s, .For the use 
of J^ Umvei3sity,.a .very iiiagnificent Oherr 
v^rgi. \m been. <^;^tedy with, mudi philor 
sqphii^l ai^d .astronomii^u skilh . It contains, ar 
great variety of insUtaments, a-nd. some yer^ 
large telescopes. .\ . 

There is here^also^ a.l;vge building fisr the. 
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ac4e use of anatomy. Oae of the Pi'ofessm*^ did 
me the ^lyour to show me every part of thig 
edifiise^ and to explain many of the tayekh 
ik# of this ufieful science, which afiqrded 9^ 
>iery great ($atis£siction. In the hal^ were ms^ 
peAded the skeletons not only of men, wpmeni 
and children, but also of all species of ani^nals. 
In another' apartment was an exact represen-^ 
tation of all the veins, arteries, and muscle) 
of the human body, filled with red and yellow 
wax, minutely imitating Nature. The Professor 
particularly pointed out to me the great nerve, 
which, commencing at the head, runs down the 
back-bone, where it divides into four great 
branches, one of which extends down each arm 
and leg, to the ends of the fingers and toes. 
In another room were, preserved in spirits^ 
several bodies of children, v;^hohad[ soinething 
pecttiiaxf in their, cpnfonnatioa. Om o£ tb&s0 
lapsus Naturce had two heads and four feet, 
but only one body. The mother having died 
in the act of parturition, the womb, with the 
cUHdren, was cut out, and preserved entire. 
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In ohe of the lower apartments appropriated 
tii> dissection^ I saw some students^^ • at io^ork 
dliadead body, ^^Tieyf aba showed me^sbhfe^ 
eaindles which they said were ihade^ (j( humaii 
felk)\*'y and a great number of "othfer' turio^ 
gili^s. • - ■• ■ ' .,-.:.. r ■•■ 

*■ As 'Europeans are much more experienced 
thati we are in the science of anatomy/ I shall 
fifere explain some 5f their opinions, which are 
m opposition to ours. ' 



[ N. B, Although this dissertation evinces that the. 
Author lost no opportunity to acquire knowledge, yet, as 
the subject is not a pleasing one, and can be uitisrestiiig oiily 
to few, tiie Translator has tbou^ht ft Abetter to onntft/j 



hrMsLting ' eoea ev^y thing: that was cuitoun 
ipQx£^9 l^e^proceeckd to Blenheim,! the 6aM^ 
(^ Mip Sfuke ;of Marlborough. Thi$ ; plaqe . i^ 
\^ithout' oomparisoti^ superior to any thingfii 
ever beheld. The beauties of Windsor Parl^ 
faded before it ; and every other place I had 
vi§ited W4W5 eflSujed from my recoll^tiqri^ on 
viewing itg ma^ificence. Thepark M fpurfeep 
miles in circumference, plante4 with. large m^ 
shady trees. The house, or rathe;* p?ilace, i^ 
lofty and superb, and, with its various offices, 
covers half a mile of ground. Many rivulets 
of clear water run through the park*; and 
over the largest of these are erected several 
handsome bridges. In the middle of the park 
stands a stone pillar, seventy yards high, on 
the top of which is sculptured, in marble, 
a sjtatu^ of t the. great J^ke, as Urge, ^as lifg» 
This illustrious person was the Gteneralissimo 
of Anne, one of the most celebrated Queens 
of England ; and, in return for his eminent 
services, was rewarded with this mansion, and 



a pension of SOpOO rupees antfually. The 
tareeS' iu the parid are said to hay^ been plailted 
to resemble an artny drawm^ up in battle artay^ 
and on the tapestry of the large- roiMis, th6 
planfi of \m most celebrated battles ute &ith- 
fiiHy delineated in needle-work. ' 

Afiter looking at the house and* gaj*deris, we 
(frow round the park, and thende proceeded 
to the house of Mr, M-^y, a fHend of Mr; 
C M -^- ^F s. Here we found a patty iftxrited to 
mieet us ; and I had the pleasure of bieing in- ' 
troduced to Mrs. C — ^x, the sister of Mrs. P — 
of Lucknow, under the care of wkofee worthy 
husband I left nry fortune and family wheh 
I quitted that city. I was muBh' rejoiced by 
this unexpected pleasure ; and Colottd C — -k' 
having invited us to visit them at^Sandford' 
Park, we went there the following day, and* 
were most' hospitably entertained by that gen- 
tleman and' his charming wife, with whose 
conversation and affability I was quite de^ 
lighted. 



; i. jOur ndfitwisitiras to Mr>E " n j aimf 
^^ga^ng i groung man^ who poiisesses'Afi estate 
of 4G00 acres in Aat nei^boEttihiood;^ Thi* 
gemtlemaQ is a great sportsman^ and ke^S' ft 
number of horses, dogs^ 8cc. As I was anxiour 
to see the mode of sporting, in England^ h«i 
kindly offered me the use of one of his horses, 
and a gun,, We s^t out early in the morningy 
aRQompanied by jtwo; servants, to lead.aurhQi»e«> 
and carry the gaiifie. We wefe out fer nearly tei>t 
hqvir^;^ sp^times walking,, and at others riding,; 
^dT^turniedwitl)iiW^Q.ty partridges &ad&veh9re%n 

No country in the world produces a 
grea^ter variety of sporting dogs tlito JEngl^d. 
They have them trained for €very species of 
game. They have^ greyhoui|ds .for coursing,: 
and other hounds for killing de^er,, foxes, &g;; 
these hunt togetljp-, in pajpks pf fifty qr* 
sixty. They have also t^o distinct speci^sf 
of dogs for the gun. Tho^e which aceom-? 
panied us, weire of the kind that, when they 
smell the game, stop until the sportsman comas 



dose to' him, wheti, at his command; they 
-mo^ gently for^rd . and roiigJe the game. 
I was much delighted at the sagacity of thefe 
itnimals ; for, although there . were several 
beating a&out us on all sides, tii^henever one of 
them stopped, the others followed his example, 
and became immoveable. I was told an anec- 
dote of one of the^ pointers, which is very 
^rprizing. While in the act of jurhpihg 6v€ir 
ifwldr, he perceived a hare on th^ opposite 
Hide ; \vhen, by a great effort, he stopped him- 
self on the wall, and waited there tiil his master 
came up and shot the hare. 

In England, game is considered as private 
property ; and if any person kill it on the land 
of another, he is Kable to a severe penalty. 
There is, however, an exception to this rule : 
When deer, foxes, or hares, are hunted by 
houndsy in that case the hunters pursue thteni 
over tile countfy, -soitietimes to the distance of 
forty or fifty miles : atid should the giine even 
swim across a river, both dogs and horsemen 



folU>Wr. ; If tjbe fox runs into a hole, they sepdjiji 
^ small kipd of dog, called a terrier, who drives 
him out. The horses that are trained to Jth)s 
^rt will leap over walls two yards high, and 
rivulets or ditches six yards wide, without 
mpying an experienced rider from his seat* , , 

»■ ■ ■ ' ' 

After having changed our clothes, and-i;c- 
freshed ourselves from the fatigues of the field, 
we §at down to dinner. . Here pur spciety.waa. 
again enlivened by the presence of Mr?. C*7? 
and 3ome other Jadjes:. and our host epterr 
tained us with some (^ his own^fed mut^ton, 
which was superior to any I had ever eaten, 
and a great yariety of game, fruits, wines, &c. 

Early next ^lomil;lg. we pursued our journey i 
and, after din^ig at Chippingnorton, reached 
Seisincot,. the house pf Mr. C-— -1. 3?Ih« 
ei^tate had l^eep purphased^. I^y the vlate C^^QimsI 
C- — -1, who builtthjerepn a new house^ and, 
at his death, bequeath^ the whole to -his 
brother. We sppqt t^p.days .in this delif 



I;6 •*^' «»**^44iJL^ttAj W" 

iHfertHofiiidiaT-' •'■'■■•• ••'"■^ '• ■■•' •'"' 

" ^ As* I had pfcitiised'^Mri'II-:^-^,*- wKile 
in Londdh, th«f/ if evter I '^Wsited OxforibiilttI,' 
I' shotM pass a week, with him, he therefore 
nWr cteimed' • 'the fiiHfliWerit bf- ihy 'prtjjiiise. 
PH«* tnui* 'i*Jbiifeed' tb fiM'tHi^ gteafe^iifaaj 
Mmm' «rbiti< all the toi»' (ihd 'aiika&^eflT' 6f '^ 
^bUe )ifb) amuMng htmsdf hi rUHfl' bccer^-* 
tiMMT, 'atid' enjoyiri^' that ikjipittd^ ih Hlk dd^ 
m^tk society 'w^idi is ttHattaJHfflble'by lh4' 
monarchs of the world. ••*... 

I was muehpMiased ^th vtewmg'^is grounds 
and gdftteiifi, #hk»"#erfe''bi)!^ diii inth gteat' 
timt urtd ' jud^iMim y ' htit t"S(«if "t>a^ci!^Aliy' 
stMdt wHh' th^- ari &ii^ iBinfeitf 'totf i^coftdiftyi^ 
his ft»iw-ywifd Aid Hhify/^' jik*l!he1A«e!r'stffpi^' 
any thing of the kind I have seen, and is an 
tifRtce unknovm fti • gentteittsh's kcmSy vii'She 
Bwti I Shalt attempt a dekdripieion^of it. ' ^^ 



A da^^. ^s Si h^ room .for preservgig 
milks buttjer, md cheese. The one I now SfK^ 
of, was well shaded from the sun, and h^ 
large glass windows on the four sides, which 
were opened or shut at pleasure. Within .each 
window stood a frame of netted wire, whictl 
admitted the air, but obstructed ^e cntranca 
of flies,, or other insects. Around th^ rooia 
w;ere placed a, number of vessels, made of whito 
ma(;blej for holding the milk, Th^e were (Ami 
i^evgral marble slabs for pressing and sliaping 
the cheese on ; and ev en the floors and seati^ 
w^e composed pf the same delicate ami costly 
material. 

As Mr, H— : — gs prefers living in the.coun* 
try to London, he has spared no expense iu 
fitting up this residence, in which elegance and 
utility ^re so happily blended, .that it resembles 
more the work, of a Genii, than of human art. 

.Durii^ my stay at this deliglufttl abode> 

Mr. H— — ^a treated mc with the utmost 
VOL. I. n 



attention ^nd kindness ; and when^I was sjibout 
to depart, he offered to supply me with mqpey 
as long as I should remain in England. I re-' 
turned him my acknowledgments for his kind- 
ness ; but not being in want of assistance, 
I declined his friendly offer. 

Mn C 1 having some business which 

would require his staying a fortnight at Sei- 
ilhicot, wished me miach to return thither, and 
pass that time with him ; but as, previous 
to my leaving London, Cupid had planted one 
of his arrows in my bosom^ I found it impos- 
sible to resist the desire of returning to the 
presence of my fair one ; and therefore, on 
leaving Mr. H gs's, we separate. 

On my way to town, I had ah opportunity 
of seeing Henley. It is advantageously situated 
on the river Thames, and said to be one of the 
handsomest towns in England. I did not think 
it superior, however^ either to Richmond or 
Kilkennv. .... . . 



Ji, few days after my arrival iri lionjcjpn, 
I composed the following Ode, in ittiitalion of 
Hafiz* 

ODE TO LONDON. 

Henceforward we will devote our lives to Londpn, 

and its beart-sjluring Damsels ; 
Our hearts are satiated with viewing fields, gardens, 

rivers^ and palaces. 

• 
. .We harp ao longing for theToba^ Sudrehj^ or.other 
trees of Paradise : 
We are content to rest under the shade of thes6 
terrestrial Cypresses. 

If the Shaikh of Mecca is displeased at our con- 
version, who cares ? 

May the Temple which has conferred such bless- 
ings on us, and its Priests, flourish \ 

Fill the goblet with wine ! If by this I am pre- 
vented from returning 

To my old religion, I care not; nay, I am the 
better pleased. 

If the prime of my life has been spent in the 

service of an Indian Cupid, 
It matters not : I am now rewarded by the smiles 

of the British Fair. 

N 2 



Adorable creatures ! whose flowing tresses, whether 

of flaxen or of jetty hue. 
Or auburn gay, delight my soul, and ravish all 

my senses! 

Whose ruby lips would animate the torpid clay, or 

marble statue ! 
Had J a renewal of life, I would, with raptiiire, 

dc^yote it to your service ! 

These wounds of Cupid, on your heart, -Talfeba, 

; are tik)t accidental: 
They were engendered by Nature, like the streaks 
on the leaf of a tulip. 
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CHAP. X, 

Character of the Author^ s friends in Landor^ 
His mode of passing the time. ' He visits 
Greenwi<Ji, and other places in the pumity 
of the metropolis. Account of the Freemasons. 
British Museum. The Irish Giant. Chimney-- 
Sweepers. King^s Library, Pictures. Hin- 

doostany Ladies. Panegyric on Mr. S w, 

one of his pupils. 

After I was again settled in the metropolis, 
I paid my respects to my friends, and was 
again introduced into the best . scicieties. 
I generally spent one evening every week at 

the house of Mr. P n. This gentleman 

resided many years in India, at the court of 
Lucknow; where his services were so much 
approved, that he has since been chosen one 
of the Directors of the Company. Mtf. 



P n is a mo^t charming lively wonterti; 

and the delight of all her acquaintance : she 
is blessed with a numerous family of beautiful 
children, several of \rfiom are grown up, and 
possess the amiable qualities of their parents. 
As -the whole &mily site admirers of ^mtisic, 
dieir palrties were always enlivened by dancing 
or singing; and r)iad ^frequent c^pportmiities 
of meeting *he iirst connoisseurs in that de- 
•Kghtfal science, at their ihouse. 1 atlso there 
had the pleasitre of becoming acquainted with 
" some of the most beautiful young ladies I have 
ever met with in my travels^ 

, To Sir T. and Lady M— ^fe I'^vas hiuch 
'Obliged for the msiny agreeable parties I met 
•at their house. To my friend Mrs. R ■ ts 
S. shall 'ever be grateful for her civilities. 

r 

d had -the good fortune to form an intimacy 

«^Jth Mr. F y, an'ItaKiin gentleman, so well 

skilled in tnusic, that mat>y of his compositions 
Wftre introdticed at the Opera. He was also. 



wisjUj v^a-s^ in ohess, which gave a>e an opj 
pprtunitj^.pf improving myself iiji that ga^^e, 
Pppjje ev^ng.topkme to yisit a qountryii^ai^ 
of his, who, played three ganjesofchess at ,die 
same time, without looking at any of the 
boards, and beat all his adversaries. 

At. the hou&e of Sir J. M— — n, late 
Xxover^pr of Bengal, I had fijequent pjppojr- 
tuwities of meeting the Princes, wh© all ber 
hayed tp me with the greatest condesc^nsiou 
and kindness. 

Among the literary characters with whom 
1 had the honour of being acquainted, were 

Sir F. E— n. Sir J. S r, and Sir J. B— ks. 

The first pf these has written several trea- 
tises on different subjects. The second is well 
skilled in husbandry and agriculture, and 
has therefore been placed by the King at, 
ihe head of a Society for the encouragement 
of these useful arts. The third is one of those 
persons who sailed round the world with 



^9Etpu£n €o6ky i$ esteemed the gf^teM FkA^ 
lotopiier of tthe ^ge, arid is President' oP Hiicf 
Royal S<!)biety. From eachof these genrtlem^ 
I reoeived the; most pointed marks of regard 
and esteem. 

At the haiise of the latter gentlenmn, 1 
became acquainted with some of the : most 
celebrated painters in England^ sieveml bf 
whom riequested me to sit for my portPait, 
^hiisy during my residence in London, no 
less than six pictures were taken of me> the 
greater number of which were said to be 
very good likenesses. The following ar^ the 
names of the persons who did me this honom*: 
Mr. Edridge, also celebrated as an engraver, 
Mr; Devis, Mr. Jesit, Mr* Drummond, Mr. 
JRidley, and Mr,; NoHhcote. I thought Mn 
Edridge^s was the best likeness/ but Mr. Northr 
cote's was esteemed the finest picture. The 
meritsiand celebrity of all -these genftlemen, arc 
4ar beyond my feeble panegyric ; but ^some ;of 
the portraits of the last appeared as?- if istajrtiag 



finaftl tfee^^oanvasj i His pieluarc ,o£..my;/l[W8J^ 
friend Mi^ R— If aSbided ^ne^th^iiighestfgpa*©^ 
ficatioiv and^ with the jpecoUe^tionof^ orfgH 
imh will ever remain deeply impressed or. mjl 
memory. i . ►* 

At Sir J. B^— *-ks*s weekly meetir^s, I 
had frequent opportunities of conversing with 
Mr.W— *rhs.; This gentleman, resided ;;mai^y 
yeavs in i India ;and^ besides. ac(|uiring a k«K^'7 
fedgQ tDf. the Persian language, has the merifciof 
J>eang'one o£ the first Englishmen who made 
any progress ia. Sanscrit lore. Heiha^ leveEf 
translated a poem, called the Bhagvunt Ge/eiOg 
from that; abstruse language. 1 ...>. 

Inthe 8am6 ^manner Z ^became acquainted 

with Sir'W. O *y.^ This gentleman, being 

possessed of a great taste for Oriental literature^ 
has, by uncommon j perseverance, acquired - such 
a knowledge of Persian^ as to be able tp 
tranakte freely &Qm that language ; and has 
p(ibli$hed one or two books to facilitate the 



Kiuid^ of U« He did ine the humour .of /jfr^ 
<}ttent}y calliag on me ; and I reeved inupb 
fieasutre from his acquaintance. 

' From Sir W. and Lady Al d I. received 

innumerable /proofs of friendship and esteem, 
and was particularly indebted to them for 
seeing many of the curiosities in the vicinity 
of liie m^tropoUs^ which, withoui their, intro- 
tittction> I could not have found the means d* 
visiting. 

In London I had the happiness of again 

meeting my friend Mr. R. J-^ ^n., We had 

been many years acquainted in India;, and 
it was at his suggestion that I printed in 
Gdoutta an ^edition of the poet JHirfiz. He was 
my banker during my residence in England?; 
wd I had a general invitation to his table, 
Inhere I often had the honour of meeting »some 
«f the most respectable characters iniLQiado3« 
It was rather a curious ctrcumstanoe, that, in 
jdie ^persons of my London bankers^ M& 



Vf. M '• ■ n ^ and Mr, R. J-^-i— n; I shMM 
meet the two gentlemen' tvk^i^^eri&^heiiap^ 
sentatives of the East-India Company at the 
court of Lucknow, during a very eventful 
perickl, and who drigmfitlly barred my fortune, 
by forcing' me *^ '•Jcept of fan employment 
nndei**hat gbvemm^h^. i^^> 

V; - ■ ■ ; ''.'•:.'.'■ - .. '; ' ' ■■• . ■ ■'1^ 

Mrs. J ' •- ' n is ttri amiable and aoeom- 

plishfed woman, and fneqneiltly had lYiusidsdi pAlc 
ties in the evening. It was iat her houste that 

I first had the pleasure of hearing Lady H -*i 

&ing; Her ladyship haa, witiidut*doubt) one ctf 
the finest voices iriBuro^, and^ possesses great 
iskill in music. ' ' o 

To Lady R — ^1, aiwl herainkfcble daughter, 
I shall ever feel grateful fon their hospitality 
avid 4cindnij08s ;< and tot the latest hour of my 
life I' shall re^lli^t vwilth pleasure the msmy 
hUppy day& I parsed* in their society, in my 
ffoeCical woiic,^6ntftted ^7%e Mesmvy, il havt 
-dedicated three <^s to Miss^B-— i-*-l : these, 



imi/^etf, bat feititly ex(>tfess my admir^<Hr tif 
ber angdic.^rfeetions. . ;; .w 

^*' But^ above all my friends, I ^hall ever regret 
i»y separation from. Colonel S-^si. He was 
A man of the strictest. jpf)notir and inte^ty^ 
imid had passed several years in India;; Duriitig 
file government of Sir John Shore (ikw Loifl 
Teignmouth) he was sent ambassadc^ 40 Ava, 
and conducted himself in that situation much 
to his own CT^t, and to the advantage (>f the 
^itish^nation. Oa his i^tnrn fn>mtfaHncei;i»£; 
mx(^\3^ a. book, descftibing' atLAthe.nuriosftie&^of 
idiat country, ' and: the^, peculiar^ (fcurtoros xirf its 
inhabitants, which was universally ^rieiuiianAidd^ 
mired. From this gentlemaq I jrtoeival many 
proo&'of friendship^f and,(inj^t,' he behaved 
to me as if L had been his ^brother. iWhen 
\ had the honour of -being introduced toi-his 
-Mjajesty^ he acted as .my iuteztpreter ;^' and hfe 
^took. me to see dj^the^ places ill Londe^ where 
-toy infomiati^i or ^knowledge xoxM, ibe ae** 
quired. He frequently pressed me to accept 



iif money. Jfar my exp^iaes ; and agreed with hsm^ 
that we should return to India tpgetb^^ and 
share in each other's fortunes. He literally 
performed his promise ; but just as I was about 
to take my passage on board the ship he had 
engaged. Lord P — r*m, one of his ^Majesty'a 
Ministers, prevailed upon me to for^o my 
mtenticHi, and we took leave of each other, witi^ 
tears in our eyes.^ • i 

Notwithstanding the eonstant round of my 
engagetnents in Londons, I passed a considerably 
portion -of my time in writing poetry^ and ,iu 
aeeiwg eyery ; things- or place, that wto curious^ 
either in the metropolis, or its vicinity. I w^nt 
one^day, with ia party of friends, to S0e Green- 
widii once the residence of the Sovereign^ but 
now? an hospital for invalid seamen, of whom 
there were 1500 present, when I inspected it 
It is a noble institution, and worthy of imita^ 
tion; Here id also a very celebrated Observe* 
tory, furnished with . th^ largest and* finest 
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ii»tru)tie]ftt9 procurable; and it is from this spi^t^ 
timt the English calotte their longitude. 

By the kindness of one of my firiends, I was 
minted to spend th^ day at the house of 
Dr. --—^, situated eight miles frotn London. 
This gentleman was celebnfted ibr his knovir- 
. ledge of chemistry^ and his inveitti<m of ^versd 
curious and useful machines. Ha exhibited 
before me many specimens of his art, which 
appeared to be the effect qfm^ic. He dis- 
jK)lved gold and silver, and even a ruby, by 
a few drops oi aqua-fortis. He made £re 
to pass through water. He changed water into 
air, and ^r into water. He separated the 
bodies of severd sid)Stances, and again united 
them : Wi^ many other things, too tedious to 
telate, but which a&rded me the greatest 
amusement. 

^ At the distance of — — miles from London, 
there is a beautiful garden solely appropriated 
to the use of the Freemasons. Many wonderful 
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siftrie* ai?e told of this^ sect. They hive several 
regulations peculiar to themselves and are able 
to know each other, at first sight, by some 
sign, Vhich cannot be perceived by any other 
person. . Even the fear of death will not make 
them betray the secrets of their order. It 1% 
reported, that the King, having some suspicions 
o^ them, ordered the Heir Apparent to become 
a Freemason, and to inform him if there was 
any thing in their tenets prejudicial to good 
government, or dangerous to the State, The 
Prince, in obedience to the Royal orders, was 
initiated into all the mystei:ies of the sect, and 
declared to his father that their principles were 
favourable to his government, and that they 
were among the most Jioyal of his subject^; 
Thus far the Prince disclosed; but nothing 
respecting their mysteries ever issued from 
his lips. 

The only information I could obtain on 
this subject was, that when King Solomon 
m?ide his preparations for biwlding the Temple 



DjieQ;frGn!!k#U parte of ^ worlds especudlyifrohk 
l^ope ; and that these people, whea assem4> 
bl^d tq^ther^, being deairous of commeoiarar 
|iflg ; the circumstance^,, and pipud of> their 
profession, . invented certain tpysteries^ Avdaich 
diotild only be communicated to persons of 
their .p>vn icraft, ' . . i 

,jj:.Mmy.o£ their customs ^re vecy praise* 
y^rthj. They do not interfere witii any man's 
feligion^ Qot^ attempt ta alter his::&itb. They 
are liberal to the poor ; ^nd always relieve each 
other when in distre^^. Variamje and strife are 
banished from among thf^n,; . ^nd, th^pyvPQnsidei; 
igafij^^otJjerasjBr^^ i, -. .: : 

I visited r^^j^arden.oo^ evenings wfeeii 

the Prince of Wales attended the Lodge. Tlic 
^den ,waa elegantly illuminated, apd^tjiere 
waa a ff^ ^ono^urse of ^people^, of l^tti ^m^h 
Supper v^4S scxved iipon t^l^Ies plai:^ under thSi 



4ukd* iwaffftufieimtanded^.by one of '4}i«^M))ierk>r 
Areemlnoiisv Many of the guesta'WeMf ^'^tliie 
k>w3er order «f the people^ ^hose spirits^ bein^ 
€Kkiiai»tedy either by thegay scene be&K tMem, 
oisby the wine .they had drank, talked in the 
mofit familiiar style of their Bro^Aer Gedrge. i 

My appearance in the garden tmving iit- 
tracted mudi attention, I received invitations 
frem'tntny o%\ the tal^Iefe^ to favour therii with 
my- company ;''^ and, asthey would net take any 
refiiial, : i iwts ^compelled tq^^pay my respect to 
them in tttrn.v I ^a» tiier^fiine obliged *tD 'take 
a burftper of -wiitfe fet ^'eaeb table ; and 'having 
been ^ itt,(pi0A!^j cliattenj^ed- by some beautTfol 
women to replenish my^ gliatsiSj'- 1 dratik - more 
wine that night than I had ever done at one 
tifflfe'iMhe cJbuwe of my 4lfe. ' ' 

- Diiittg «nppief,<iierevwas:^i grand dispJajr 
of 'fire-^Workdy ^^Uiie Princess band' of muSfc 
frtayed sevdf^l deKghtfid ah-^ : fh short, this 

ehtertainmeiit* reiK«d the scenes d6^dfibed itt 
VOL. I. o 



tff^^^ll Wtt« frnqo^ntiy urged, by ^severblof- fife 

'ft-etthatoftis t<> b^*^<>n^ ftrethreii; 

but, * ag I- was ndt perfectly convinoed ^that > tibi^ 

^^ftdiples -^itefe ocmf6h» my modfe of 

^M^litigi^I b^ed leave to daslinfe t^iidndui-. 

^ej^ however ^pnevailed^ «ipon Effendi Isrqad, 

the Turkish ambassador, and EfieiKfii Yugtif, 

his secretary, to embrace their tenets; and 

^lM)th' these MahaBmiedmis ^ivere> Mtiaib^ into 

*all the mysteries'of Freemasonry. :'; ^» rhni.f 

'^ In fi former' plut^afitftifi wodci^l i hikv^^^saSA 
that the EAg}ii^' are fond of^^rndkiilig liirgetsol- 
lecti<^«fe of every thing *thtit is rare or xbriqus. 
The place ^^ete.theseiartBclesl are V deposited 
is called* a -iA&teum. l%e most celebrated ^ bf 
tli^!»e, in^'Ixmdon/ is tliei Briiishf MiMum, 4t 
being a National Institution, that li^' the^^yhble 
expense is paid by Government. TRiis building 
«x^taiiisi9iearlyL(X)apartmmtsy teeth ofv^hich 



is inamed 'from ; the articles it <jontiiini. i.it 
would be a vain attempt to enuoiu^rati^i^he 
curiosities which are here preserved. All 
Nature has been ransacked to procure them. 
I: was however particularly attraqted. by ^he 
sightof two horns, as long as thoseiof a. deer 
of two years oM^ which were extirpated .fra^i 
th^ forehead; of a wpman^ .a^tf^r , her rie^t|[i. 
A picture of the woman is al«o preserved, wiJth 
ihe horns. . . , .: 

. ^ This Museum is situated nearly on the 
limits of the fity; and. from its windows aire 
to be seen, at the distance of four miles, the 

.beautiful villages of Hampstead and Highgate ; 
both ^. vrfaieh .stand upon lofty hills, bound- 
ing the horizon. The intermediate space is 

'filled , by . rich meadows ; and . v^rdaat fields. 

vHowever. attracting, the objects, in the inside, 
I could isiot refrain from turning * my eyes to 

^tiwa. delightful proiipect.' , . . 

'A'-^' •■■• ■■ ■ ■ ■ -■•■•- •. ....... , 

.ij.wiOae of th^ objects, whichi sawin Ijondon, 
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iqO thetravei^s or 

that most astonished me. was a, man called a 
(jion*. He was born in Ireland. His height 
was seven cubits, the length of his foot one 
cubit, the breadth of his hand tvro thirds of 
a cubit, and all his other limbs in propor* 
tion. My head scarcely reached to his waist *^ 
^ad when, he stood,, he was obliged Jto stoop, 
lest he , should strike his head gainst th^ 
ceiling. , This, poor fellpiy led a miserable lifej^ 
as he was j^ver permitted to walk out, for fe;ar 
he shipuld frightei:i the women and children; 
and was ^compelled to show hiinself to pyery 
persofi who would p£|y a shilling for ajdmit- 
tance. 

My ^tt<e^tion ws5 one day a^tr^tjs^r as : I 
passied through Portroan Square, by peeing ^ 
great assiemblage of boys clothed in sooty rag$^ 
who were singing j^d rejoicing, I asked thi^ 
reason of their ■ apparent happioess, and- wai^ 
informed, that a Mrs. M^— - — e.l>ad for seyer^ 
years lost one of .her sons; that at length Jb^ 
was brought back to her by somQ diif|R«p^y/( 
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sweepers ; and, in gratitude for his restoration, 
she every yeiar gav6 all the children of that 
description in London a grand entertainment^ 
apd they were thek celebrating the atttiiversary 
of the joyful event. 

I was much gratified by an liispfectibn' bf 
^fchei Kihg*6* private Library. It cbiitkins a vast 
niimbbr of books iA all the Europeiti ianguajges, 
bound in a very elegant manner. * It also con- 
tains some choice Persiati dnd Arabic Manu- 
scripts. I Saw there a copy of the SfuzfinaT^eh 
(ah* 'heroib ^p6eiiii dn the conquests of th^ 
Persian Kings), which formerly belonged to 
the Emperor Shah Jehan of Hindoostan, in 
which wefe iriserted ih6 emperoi'^ portrait/ and 
those of his most celebrated courtiers. After 
the* plunder of Dehly, this book had been 
jiiiidhaifed by the Nabob Asuf ad Dowleh, and 
Wa^ highly priced by him. He gave it/ as a 

tt^k^of his special favour, to Sir J. S -e, 

tete^^Goverrior of Bengal, who presented it to 
hia' Majesty. -^ - - *- 



in the house of Mr. D-i— 1, 1 aiW^h* 
portraits of many of my Indian acqttaititkniie, 
and some beautiful paintings' df the 'Tfejfe 
Mahal '(T6mb of one of the' BrilpreiJsed)' al 
Agra, and of several other pladfes in Kfindoosfen, 
most accurately delineated. As liiany of the 
English had an ojpinibn ' that thef^ werfe • not 
any buildings worth lo^ooking at in Iticfia, I 
was mucih rejoiced tnat Mr. I>— — ^I had^ by* his 
skill, enabled me to amvince them of the 
contrairy ; and I insisted * upon several of* my 
friends accompanying me to his hoiis^e, to f66fc 
at these pictures, which they 'could riot behdW 
liHthout admiration. ' ■ 

During my residence! in London/ f bad the 
good fortune to form an acquaintance 'with 
two or three Hindoostany ladies, who, from 
the affection they bore to their children, had 
accompanied them to Europe. iTie riiosi dis- 
tinguished of these was Mrs. D- — ^I. It' is 
generally reported tbat she was a yoimg Hindoo 
widow of rank^ whom Mr. D — • — ^1 rescued 



£i;pm tj:^ tfuneral pile.pf her forrn^er husband, 
ai^d^^ftYW^conyjerted her to Christianity, mar- 
riedher. She i§ very fair, and so accomplished' 
in aJl the. English manners and langijage, tl^^ 
I .was.jsqn^e.time in hpr company befote' J 
cpuld be^xjonyiaced sh^ was a native of India.: 
This lady it^trodnc^ mie to two or phr^epf her 
ahildxr^, .from sixteen to. nineteen. years of 
^ge,: whp had every appeara^c^ of Jfeurcjpeans. 

.J . , L vi^te^ Nopr Begum, \dio accompanied 
^;r^raj E>e B— — ^ ,fi9^. India. She watj 
4rpspe4 ,in )t^e EngHsh fiishion, and looked 
remarkably well. She was much pleased ^ by 
my visit, and requested me to take charge 
of„a letjber for her mother, who resides at 

L.ucknow. 

. , •■■..•■ -^ 

When General De B — r-— e thought proper 
to. marry a young French woman, he made 
a settlement on the Begum, and gave her the 
hous^. in which she resides, ^he has two 
children, a boy jand a girl, of fifteen and sikteett 



^Piw««at 8chootv'btitlalwaysf*spend'thei^ hoiidfity^ 

I have before mentioned, that idne of the 
objects I had in view, in coming to Europe, 
was to instruct young Englishmen . in the 
Persian language. I however met with so little 
encouragement from the persons, in authority, 
and had so many other engagements to amuse 
me, that I entirely relinquished the plan. I 
could not, however, refuse the recommendations 
that were brought to me by an amiable young 

man, Mr. S n ; and I agreed, that, if he 

would attend me at eight o'clock in the morn- 
ing, I would instruct him. As he was full of 
ardour, and delighted with the subject, he 
frequently forsook his breakfast, to come to my 
ho^ise. in time. Thanks be to God, that my 
efforts were crowned with success ! and that he, 
having escaped the instructions of self-taught 
masters, has acquired such a knowledge of 
the principles of that language, and so correct 
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m idea. of its idiom and promuioioAiofn^ that 
I have. no doubt^ . after a few years': reskleiM^ 
in India, he will attain to such a degree. dfejE^r 
cellence, as has not yet been acquired by any 
other Englishman ! 

... .•: •.. • . ; . • ;-^- ■• • •••.'■•.r-' K- ^-r^-!-^ 

:-• ■• ■' ■ ■'.'■•'.' '•;•■" ;.' • '■■>*' .-''Wi'-'^'y.':^') 

' . • , ; - . r • • /• - • ;^ : r.') ^^'t[ 

■; ;";•'. -■ / . • •■ . ; • - ^ ! ■ • ^ v-;v 
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Qen^al.de^ipfmn of England. . *Soi/, Animqk. 
-. f JDi^isiqrk 9/ Laifd-^^tajte ofculUyation. Road^, 

,Prreryr^Maiquerades.—RQiU^s^yJbli^^ 
l.mgsr^Charities-'r'Bfink ofUngland-^^pycff 
^ r Eischmge — Bridgj^s—Camls. ^ ^ , . ^ 

J^Avii^yfe, \ ^, t^red .917 ]^?ade<rs,,by being 
so long tl^e hero of my own taje, I will jFor 
SQiff^ tin^ drpp this 3iihject, and endeavour 
to give a d^ficriptipfl ojf Lofidpu, an4 ?Plflf 
remarks on England in general ; together . witli 
a short account of the customs and manners 
c^f the. people, the nature of its goyeminent, 
ai;id its nayal and military syste^l3<^ 



\.}^'.\i . ) •■ -) 
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England, according to the ideas of a nativ6 
of Hindoostan^ may be said to be a mountain-- 
ous country. Its «oil is composed of two kind^ 
of clay mixed with stones^^md is equally adapted 
for* the rearing of animals, or for thie culti- 
vation of grain. The rainy season not being 
heiSe^ ot any continued duration^ the'^earth kf 
never too much saturated. The itoots of^thef 
vegetable kingdom having, in conseqU^ice^ ar 
firfai hold, extend thefnselvfes to a ccHistdemble 
dislafice, and are thereby enabled to slrpport 
the Icifty stehis Jind spreading branches of flie 
riutnet-ous trees which adorn this happy ktid, 
or to yield an abundatice of delicious fruits to 
its inhabitants. I have se^n a single vine, 
which grew in a small ^otirt-^yard paved with Aak 
stones, cover the Whole sid6 of a house, and 
pr6dace sufficient griapes 'for all the famtity 
dating the se^sort ; sotne t)f its buiiches Weigh- 
ing six pbvmds. 

The doiAestic animafe of England are all 
excellent in thfeif kind, especially the horses; 



it^ Ju^^^ribivBfiy t^ 
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libpi^'^Wf'ditdfc; life tetter abi miidi^Wger' 
ftatfthbse of'Ito&r afad Che coWgiveVMbii 
^rfeatcr'^ftundknce crf-n^ yidtfe' dfe- 

tififeusr feittter and chrtsc : tfeeir flesh ^so^ is 
admirable. ^ ' - ■ -" ' '-- ,r"--— •^■""-* 



^ /The Etiglishr have panfticdaf hoi^esfd^ 
kfed'of ^*bA. TPhd»6^ draught *ai^60^#ry 
liirge'and'pdtverfal; a^ to be cxmsicferM a'dtitfe^ 
^ihSther countries.- They' arrtisedibfily fdV 
hfea*y^ cairiage^/ o^^ fof pldu^irig thei^andV 
\i ribl being customary to iisie buffocts for tfiac 
purpose, as with us. One of these hbrseS' wjll' 
carry as great a load as a camel, and wif wofK' 
d&y and night. The* saddle Horses ^are- iibt^ 
handsome, but very useful ; and so quiety'^Aut 
one man may lead ten of them at once with 
a halter, and they will foltovp^ hiiti dVer ivall 
or ^itch, without ainy trouble of difficulty. vAfr 
the land in England is divided 'ifttbfiddiatid^^ 
parks, which are iriclbsed^ Either "with hed^eii* 
or walls. Many of the p^ks contain cou^trp-^' 
houses; these are the' iHii^l itdbitatroTls of thti^ 
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bpsid^s . the house, and oi|Sge3^,,ga^ejji^,^prj^^ 
.fish-ponds, andrpastiiicp~gi?ciun4s.%,l^^ 
and. deer. rMany of , th^s^ esjtate?, ,hav^,^ftljij|ir 
rivers running through them, and i^octep^y^ 
woods of valuable timber. Some of the pro* 
pri^tors of. these touaes, i;esi4^. ,in Jtljejft jih^ 
whole year;.w,. whewvth^ey have.rbjft^i^^s^^^ 
Londpn, hire a refady-furmshe4 b^hitetfpA^/yj. 
the time; ,l?ut .the ,people^9f .>^e^^})., ^s^49^^ 
re^aip in t^^ffi. abpv^ jfive. or i?ix,. mojitlj^j. 
Liki^ the Aral? !^|hes^ t.hey forsake the citief 
during the summer se^on, and seek, in the 
fresh, ^pd^ jWhpl^some air of the. country, a 
8|ij)ply of health ^d yigow for the ^nsuing 



,, .JEvejry. part, of. th;S country appe^s highly 
Qujjtivated.: ,^ough^ to Judge from the few 
{^^Qplewhom,! saw. in the fields^, or met ontlie 
To^d^ I .shpuli^ think the population very 
sganty;.;^. af)d I^ jyas fre^quently astopished, how 
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^li jytenrojrfb' ti^irotighdut Englknd ^ awJ^Vftfy 
g(»od S ' th^y iM wide^ ftnd farmed^of istdiV^^Olr 
^g!i^ti f' ' "and tirhisrever they are interseeted i b;^ 
WvJn^" OT rtvers, gciod and «ttbstftntittli^brK^^ 
61^ efce^ted ; %y <rbich. tneans'traveilling mi this 
t»tatry id lult ftttend^ with any ^^ffiteuhy^ 
«hd^at Ae distttwftif of «M«r^ mot* sfeveft^tifttfes, 
lihere latireiiiin^^ t^ii^li: ilSS^ all thingis:i^ 
ittthcr ^ »est orH^e<*eaitkki^- The- vilteges-te^ , 
sembie tfaosi of 4&dia, as, aldciough the lioudes 
•re generally btkilt of %kdt<>rv stone, and^teav* 
diiinn^; rtlvi rodfe are bor^^and ^thfltched. ^ ^ ' ' 

ts the largest city Ihave euer seen : it <u>naist6 
4>f diree tdwna joined togeth^^ and n twienty^ 
four miles in circjimnferenee : but its hamletB, 
whk!^ to % foreigner ap{>ear a c(Wtinuation^ of 
the city, extend several miles in every direc- 
"^' tion, and new streets are ^ach year added to 

th6 town, the Iwusesof wfeii^h are irequeritly 
bought OT rented* before they are finished; aniSi 
in ti!te course of twelve itiontihis are cortipletely 



wiiabitj^. i T^e houBe^STin. Iion<too . }ar$r i gene- 
mltyihwiltof brkfci though a few o£ the|ii.rj»i? 
^ hevm,stone : . tbey w^ commonly iwr, i^m^ 
hig^,,an4 haw regular rows of glared, wi|^4QW 
in* friont^' iThe roofs^ are sloped like a Jkeirty aJ94 
ar04€OVered either with tiles or slates. -Th^ 
inlario^ is divicjied and fiirnished li^e thoaie 
already describe in Did>lin ;^ a^ the streets add 
shops ^tte also lighted at nighty ia thje meo^ 
manner* The .greatest ; beauty London ^ can 
hm$t^^ ]is its numerous squares ; many of 
which arie^yeryexteuMve, and only inhabited by 
people of large fortune. Each square contains 
tS;i^ind of g^derinn^its o^ter> surrotukded^with 
iixinij rails, ;to» which eveftry proprietor of ra 
house, lini fche ^uai^e haa a key^ wd wfaete 
the? WQm^' and'chiWien^caa walk at all houra^ 
(withoi^libeiio^ liaM^ to m 

. ? Ii4:Uiift:eity the eoflfee-houses are:nat-i» 
fiumeroijB as.in JP^is j hewt is scarcely ar^tre^t, 
^wev<er, i^i which ;ther^ k not either m inn, 
l>qte},; , ^ ; cpflfecfliogae,.. P,to be 5^u*i4 ; ma^iy rpf 



thne haye^^:9ety- magaiiicent . appea r aaiw ^ I and 
w»<mjoeKteEi$iv0a scale,' that iiiitfad JLc^odoii^ 
Tmeavtlifff' can prepare «tii»iaer^fer' five iiMm 
dmi persona of ranky at a fefir ^hoiifB' moHSm^ 
h^tequentiy 'dined: at : this ^^tavern^ ivith ^ttio 
Iiidyian.:Club^* by,: invitatk>n/;; 'and akhoi]^ 
several other large parties were assembled Jthere 
at the same time, v^ were not sensible, either 
{Ksm a ;WaRt o£ attreodanoe,. pr irom aogi jK)i8e 
or cqjllu^Q, ikmi my othei; f^erwps yvei^in 
tlie llO^jlS^* ;.....-, '.:,.',;■. ■: . . .. '.-;..- V 

. Of the many admirable, kiatifeutions^ o£ o&e 
£a[iglish, . therp was none -.^at : pleased xne moi^ 
than theip Cbiis. These^ geoemlly speakm^, 
are, composed of a society of peinoiis x£ 4iie 
s^me irmky .proli^ss^y or mode of thinking,: 
who meet at^aiti^vjarm 4 Jkated .^tknes Bvesj^ 
nnonth, where. they either dine or sup together^ ^ 
and ccmf^r wkh each other on the ti^)cs4BK»t; 
interesting to them, or discuss, such matteraof 
business as, for want of room, could not be 
enftUy done, in a private house. .. ; ., 



i/fff/Dieae i6oeieties frdqnsixtjy icm^akj»£omeisf 
iM^imOk\mBAred 0ieipbi^»$ but^lasjeyciin abovsi 
tl^jr W;£^iaQ8emble At oiie.tiro^^thc^^riM 
tmJ^iWxommodabed. The^ absent n^ifMiibsBis |wi|ri^ 
a^analL finei^ iK^iich ia carried to the acooiKitxif 
the^ittqie&sea^/of the dtnnery and the»r«ihaiiite^ 
ispaid (by. those present; _ - ' ^^ 

Hi There am ta great s variety of these chiboU 
Scones afe -appropriated to gambJiing^CM* chess 'i' 
otitiers are entirely composed of painters^ arttsti^ 
authors, &c. &cc. The Indian Club consists of 
a:;«aniiib«r. lof ivgeraklenitti, miio liave remded ^ for 
some years m.ti)er£Bsti At tiiese^ clubs, w>^ 
po^oa ^t a meniber i» admitted^ without a^ 
pfMBfeicidbj^i»rkaj^a^|^l^^ order .to^laeeome 
a^funlNKKv ^^^ fMnott' nttist' be ballottt$d finr^ 
tbatis^ lmtmme*aiid genendv^iaraeteit ave sub^ 
n|itteik;lo/ the aoctety ;f mid if > any geBtletnan^ 
pieeesit, o^cts to him, he is immediately re*'' 

They have also laocietie^ of nearly^ simihi^ ' 
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^lupcj,. #hieb meet at the house 5of^4ibe(pre$l- 
tdenty M^ere they are entertained;' with tfls^ 
^eofiee^i sl^rbet^ &g. Of this kind is the Hoyti 
iSbuietyy who meet, every Sunday ei^ening^ 
ati Hbhe house of Sir J. B*^ks^ where all aew 
mveQtkms are first examined; and if ^aay .of 
them are found deficient, they are rectified, by 
the joint consultation of the members. All the 
gri^ Utei^ry dbaraoters^ assemble here^ and 
.^suhBfttt itimr works to the inspection of thp 
jfQciety. Through the kindness ^f the Prr|i- 
«ideBt> I was frequently present at tbe^ 
meetings, and derived, njiuch mental satisi^ipn 
(from them* , . •/. i; .'.-.. ....,;■: ■• ,.s-,iV 

I also frequentlyattevijl^ the, meetings cQf 
:the Musical Society, atii tlm house of hfidy 
*^ ■ ^ ■'? ; ■ ■ , : where . I was always , m^ch .deligfekt^ 
i>y the ^harmonious voices and skill 'of the per* 
formers.. . :;..•■ '.■. .\ ;.^- . = .'■ • ■■,•■, . '-^^.xu 



In London, there is an Opera, ai^ severaj 
playrhousesy open to every: person who can.ppjr 
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for admission. As these differ but little from 
the play-houses described in my account of 
Dublin, it is unnecessary to say more respect- 
ing them. There are, also, so many other 
places of public amusement, that a stranger 
need never be at a loss to pass hia time agree- 
ably. 

A philosopher, named W ■ r , lately hired 
one of the old play-houses, in which he ex- 
hibited, every night during the summer, afi 
astronomical machine, called an Orrery ; by 
which all the revolutions of the planets and 
heavenly bodies were perfectly described. From 
the center of a dome, twenty yards in height, 
was suspended a glass globe, in which a bright 
lamp was burning, that represented the Sun, 
and turned round, like the wheel of a mill, on 
its axis. Next to the Sun was suspended a 
small globe, that represented Mercury; a third, 
representing Venus ; a fourth, the Earth ; and 
a fifth, the Moon : the sixth was Mars ; the 

leventh, Jupiter, attended by four satellites ; 

P 2 



the eighth^ Saturn^ twithriiire atteodii^)^^^ 
tke^ ; and' the ninth, Geoirgium Si^usv <i lat^fy?- 
di«tover€!d^planefcy with six attending sateflitoa. 
All these globes were put in motion -by. the 
turning of a wheel ; and exhibited^, at one 
viewi' aB the rerolutions of the S6lar sjeatem, 
with subh perspicuity, as must convince ' tfefe 
inost prejudiced person of the superiority, nay, 
feMibffityi <5f tJie€opertiieaii Systemv I was 
«)'i«fi!lch^ delighted by the novelty of thfe ^- 
hlbitiort, and the information I received' iteWi 
i*/ thatlwenft to seeit several'titfifesl^?^^ " "^■ 

The English have to-extf-aGfuffiWWy MM'of 
aniusenient, which they calf a^MkiqU^ade^ ^Ih 
these assemblies, A;^hid¥<x)iisfet^\(5)f>isd*fei*a!*'*ht^ 
dred persons of both 6eties, evety one weits *a 
short vfeil, of mask, 'ittadeof p^steboalrd, dver 
the face; and each person dresses according 
to his or her fancy. Many rq)resent Turks, 
Persians, Indiansy and foreigners (jf' atir na- 
tions ; but the greater ntimber disgtiise them- 
selves a& mechanics or arti^s,-afftl'imftate '|iil 
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IJhdii' c^toms or peculiarities i?f ith gtedt exact- 
fiess, £eing thus unknown to. each other, ^h^x 
^ak with great freedom, and exercise their 
wit and .genius. . 

i ' At one of these entertainments, where' I 
iwas present, .a gentleman entered th<^ voom 
dressed iu a handsome bed-^own^^i nighthcap, 
and slippar», and, addressing the company, -said 
^ paid several guinea^ a week for his, lodgings 
.fi)QVe stairs % that . they had , kept him awake 
all night fey thmr. japise*;. and that, notwith- 
standing it was near morning, they did not 
W9f^ ^^B^^jjUfedap- diverse f they were, there- 
fore, a: p^c^-pfrude,^ ifopudent peojd^ an^ 
h^r£ii^g^^e^.^r. constaWes. to seiza them. 
JL:,, thought the, ,man .was.i^rious.; but my 
.QORipanioas laughed^ > and applauded his inge- 



-,T Several of the ladies of quality permit their 

f^ff^intances to coiQe to their houses in mas- 

Ikiuerade dresses, previous to their going to the 



ptfbKd retetti, %h6rfe thty eJchibit theJf t^; ^iid 
•kill at repartee. '- i .■ i. 

They have other public amus6ttients, ciilled 
Balls, which are confined to dancing and sup- 
per ; tut there are so many private entertain- 
mehts of this kind given, that the puHic ones 
ftrenot well attended in London, 

' I one day received 'dxi invitation card frdtri 
i lady, on which was written, only, *' Mrs. ' - ' - ^ ' ^ 

'* at home on — e^T-ening. *' At ^i^t,^ I 

thought it meant an assignation ; but, on cbn^ 
«ultirig'one of myfrieiids, Itirakittfofitied that 
the lady gave a Rout tiiat night ; Stid that a 
roiit meant an assemblage of people, Without 
any particular object ; that the mistress 'of the 
house had seldom time to say more to any of , 
her guests, than to inquire after their health ; 
but that the servants supplied them with tea, 
coffee, ice, &6. ; after which they had liberty to 
depart, and make room for others. I frequently 
afterwards attended these routes,' to sioirie of 
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which, three or foxir hundred persons, cauae^ 
during the course of the. night. 

The public buildings in London are innu- 
merable, and Si description of them alone would 
fill « volume. They, are generally built of 
stone, wd many are very ma8^y an4. grand., 
The principal of th^m are, Westminster Abbey,, 
which contains the tombs of all the Kings ; 
the Cathedral of St, Paul's ; the FoundlijQg and 
Lying-in . Hospitals ; and those of Greenwich 
^fid Chelsea, for naval ai)d military pensioners. 
There are a^so ^ uumbef of Colleges, siuchos 
I fajave descri^ at Oxford ; aod several Schods^^ 
which cQpl^in four or five hw^Klred. boy^ <each, 
$4ppprted jejitirely by subscription, or by chari- 
teblQ dpnationjs, 

En^sh charity does not consist m giving 
a small sum of money to a beggar, or a poor 
poet, or a starving musician. These persons 
tjiey have ^ grieat wersion to ; and should one 
^E^f thep;i follow a coach for miles, he would lose 



bTlbose seated therein. But their diantiesai^ 
pf a public nature ; for in every parish there 1^ 
^tlisKase. huiltifor the poor^ where they^ may 
xsside^ and receive a daily allowance of food^ 
If.a./iamily be> reduced to poverty by hny ac4:i^ 
iteiit,^ they^ i have K)nly to make known theiP 
eoi^S^hti to die pei^i^h officers, who are obliged 
ifnttiedkt^lyito a^it them to the established 
ifll6wa(ftee;- ■ - '- '■■■■■ ■ '■' ..\: ..' - ^\^ 

• Tlfese poor^hotises are suppbrted ^by^a td^ 
JifiSd'/by^vety houseki^er^fti the parJsh ; ait«d 
Utie teibunt of theh-'^revencresf hafs-be^n est*- 
ttated at threie erofes of rupees,' W st.3:fiOO,0O&; 
giferttially. < NotWithsttttidhig'-this immense ex- 
penditure, I saw a number of beggars^ iii 
London, but was told they were idle, worthless 
people^ whoi pspeferred this tnode of life^ to a 
ii^gidar'Stip^adii: .::•■-.. i/* ,'j.:/\ ...... '.._) 

-; In this city there are several hundred bank^ 
€I5S, J whp ^^ve vosy extfiiajsive xonoehis. ^alb^iveg 
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the world; lliere is, however, oneriipuBe^vaatljr 
preeminent over all the others, which, is <&lled 
the Bank of England; it is a very massy buildings 
and contains nearly two hundred- apartmeat^ 
each- of which is appropriated to a partioidar 
office. The partners of thi& bank are nuoi^ 
reus, and constitute a Company^ similw tQ,thb 
East* India Company ^ the business of whajditcta 
managed, by a certain number of I3!iurectdr8^ 
In this bank is lodged all public money^, aQ4 
all the treasure of the nation. It is said to 
contain not less than £. 100,000,000, in spe- 
cie and bullion. The profits of thi3 Coippaiiy 
must be immense, as they seldom pay anj 
demand in money ; and their notes^ which dQ 
not bear .any interesti pad9 current, as^ . pa^^ 
all over the empire. 

Opposite the Bank is situated another pid>^ 
lie building, called the Exchange, where* aU 
the merchants of the city assemble every day> 
to make their bargains ; and where intelli- 
gence is daily brought from e¥ery pfcurt of 



tlilB worlds whether of a. commercial pr^pptir; 
tied nature. 

■■'■■■ . . « M 

« It has been before mentioned^ that thot 
^sent capital is composed of thi^ee towns;: 
called, Westminster, the City^ and the Borou^.' 
The latter is situated on the south bank of the 
river, and is united ta the others by three 
stone bridges, eadi of which is from a quut^. 
to half a miie long. Lower down the river, at 
^ place called Gravesend, they are constructing 
a very extraordinary bridge, if such it can be 
espied. It is an iron tunnel, which is to extend 
from one side of the Thames to the other, all 
the way vmder ground. It will, consequently, 
be quite dark ; but, by the aid of lamps, horses 
and carriages are to pass At all hours, while 
ships of the greatest burthen are sailing over 
their heads. This appears to ixie one of the 
boldest undalakings, and will be the most sur- 
prizing work of art in England, if it succeeds. 

All the foreign commerce enters London 
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by the Thames ; but there are various canals, 
communicating with this river, to every part of 
the country, by which the internal commerce 
is carried on. By means d these canals, all 
heavy articles are conveyed from one part of 
the kingdom to another, at one third of Ae 
^pense they could be conveyed by land ; and^ 
(Consequently, the proprietors are enabled to 
sell them at a lower prices 
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CHAP. XII. 

(^ the Mate of the Arts and Sciences in Eng^ 

VI , lai^dh . Utility of the Art of Printing. . Newfz 

^.pffpers. ffacilify of trgvelUng.. Price qf 

li Pro^ions. Hot-houses. Excellence, qf tlf^ 

, . British Nam/. The Author gives an account 

^ the War with Denmark. He visits fVoolr 

4inch — Description of the Dochs and fronr 

.. Fcundery. Account of the jBrkish Avff^j^* 

■r;.. Grand Review at Windsor^ Tower ofLm^n. 

Op the inv^itions cf Euro^^ the utility 
of which may not aj^ar at first sight to an 
Asiatic, the art of printing is the most ad- 
mirable. By its a^, thousanck of copies, of 
any scientific, moral, or religious boc^, may 
be circulated among the people in a ver}^ short 
time ; and by it, the works of celebrated au- 
thors are handed down to posterity, free from 



the errors and imperfections of a manuscript; 
To this art the English are indebted for the 
humble but useful publication of Newspapers^ 
without which life would be ilrksome to them. 
These are read by all ranks of people, from the 
prince to the beggar. They ^e pf itited daify, 
and sent every morning to the houses ctf the 
rich; but those who cannot afFcM-d to subSi^ribe 
for one, go and read them at the coffee^fdomi 
or public-houses. These papers ^ve aniukid^unt 
of every thing that is transacting, either at 
home or abroad: they cohtam a minute 'de- 
scription of all the battles that are fbdght, 
either by sea w by landt the debates in the 
Houses of Parliament ; the state of the crops in 
the country ; the price of grain and all other*af- 
ticles; the death or birth of any great pen- 
sonage; and even give information, that, on 
such a night, such a play will be performed, or 
such an actor will make his appearance. 

Soon after my arrival in London, an entef-^ 
tainment was given at.Vauxhall for the benefit 
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i0f some public charity. Previous to it& taking 
<plac^ the managers sent me a pfolite message, 
j^questing' I would favour them with my com- 
pany ; but thatj as my appearance would b^ 
attended with great benefit to the undertaking, 
they hoped I woidd excuse their not accepting 
any rthing for my admission. As I was ever 
ready to assist any public charity, I agreed 
to go; and it was ijOHLmiediately inserted in the 
i^iewspapers, diat the Prince Abu Taleb would 
honour the gardens with his presence on the 
appointed night. A^ Vauxhall is situated on 
the opposite side of the river, and I had never 
bfsen seen in that part of the town, the crowd 
^ people who assembled in the evening was 
greater tlmn eyer before known, and it was 
with much difficulty I could pass through 
(hem. . Whenever I went to court, or paid 
ijay respects to one of the Princes, or ministers 
bf state, the circumstance was always reported 
by the newspapers of the following day. In all 
these advertisements, they did me. the honour 
of naming me The Persia^ Prince. I declare 
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I never assumed the title ; but I was so mucii 
better, known by it, than by my own xmtHf^ 
that I found it in vain to contend with my 
godfethers. 

I am convinced no country in the wovH^ 
affords so much facility of travelling as England 
People of fortune, who travel in their own carr 
riages, need never feel fatigue ; but if a p^rsQg^ 
i$ in a hurry, he has only to take 4 pl^K^e J# 
ihe Mail Coach, and may be coi^veyed a thpu*- 
sand miles in seven or eight days^ well s^ur^ 
from all the inclemencies of the weather^ aii4 
sure of a good breakfast and dinner. Although 
these vehicles are in use in France^ and all 
over Europe, there is no country wh«?^ thes^kqi^ 
attention is paid to the comfort and easg .pf 
the passengers, as in England. I complainod 
of the inconvenience I suffered in Ireland, tjr 
the jolting of the carriage, and what I theft 
tljuDught this rudeness of the coachman ; but aft^ 
experiendng the mode of travelling in Franc?/ 
1 was convinced my Joriper complaints we^e 
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df gl-Dtitldless. This will be fi:^4ii6r«»iq[Alkxrd 
iri the sequel. * ^t:^ 

Living is very expensive in England ; and 
a good appetite is a serious evil to a poor man* 
Seme idlea 6( the rate of the expense maybe 
formed by the prices of the common articles 
of" food! Meaty of all kinds^ ^sells, upoapi an 
ftterage^ for seven-pence halfpenny a pound;. 
brc»dy four pounds for fifteen-pence ; and porter^ 
fi?e-|>ence a quart. Vegetables and fruit irary 
ia' their prices^ according to the season of 
tlie year. *•■ • ■• • "-j ■ -' ■ <^^--- • 

" One of the greatest luxuries tfite-EngiiA 
^oy^ is the pcoduoe of theii' hofr-houses. P^ 
tibiefe butl^nga they raise vegetables^ and fiuit, 
ifi die ccMest seasiDn iof the yea^; and -^ 
tE^bterbf t$ie rich' die covered \i4th ptiiiEi-a|i^ 
melons, and other fruits of the tcwid zone. 
In this instance they excel us ; for none of 
llie Emperors of Hindoostan^ in atl the pleni- 
tttde of their power; eould ever have fori|e^ 



\ 



MIR2A ABU TAI^EB KHAN. 22& 

4*gp6A9beriy or a-cherryji two of thp mo8|; 
common fruits in Europe^ to grow ia their, 
dominions. 

[ Here follows a toinute description of a hot-house, 
"which is omitted.] 



The great perfection to which the English' 
have brought their navy, i% doubtless^ the chief 
cause of their prosperity, and "the principal, 
source of all their wealth. By. means of their 
nmyi they can at all times send an arHiy to 
invade their enemy's country. If they suocee^ 
it is well ; if not, they can return with little loss. 
I^ir neighbours^ . the Franeh^ oUi the con- 
trary^ although they posses, mi innuiner^bl^ 
amy of brave troc^s, <?annot injwe. the En- 
glish^ who area)nstantly well protected by thejir 
flc^tii^ b«^jbepi!es^twjiick.svi|&]: not, a Fr<^G|$fah 
m^n to pass thp se^. 

^ The wisdom and skill manifested by th^ 
^Qnglish,. in the ooustruction and mtvigsi^ion .of 

VOL. I. Q 
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:|^eir vqsads, jWith the Jexcellent.;reg^l4 for 
j^€per^ng ikip^ healrfa and discipline oi^.tht 
<?i(f;iW, are beyond my powers to describe, l^hp 
jfoUowin^ instance pf their coplnesiS s^ (^% 
i^iity may give some faint idea, .of their 

<lil^acten LordT -th inforipe4.nie,.that 

^hen r^tprning from India, and. during m gale 
jcrf iwifKl: pfE,*he. Pape of ^Good Hopie^ the iQainr 
ms^ti of the j^hip wa$, sti;ucl^ by lightnwifr 
jiKfeic^ iastsMjitly ^et fir^ to the: saijs ap4 "ggiflgi 
M^ .before they pould exting^i§h th^ii^ipiefi, 
tite maat ifes binned dptvipb nearly rleveji, with thp 
4fec^^' but^^by the activity .aaid dexterity of; i^e 
.erewy the fire was pi«vent^ ;!fr<>m xsoni^uni^ 
eating with the other sajJs^-Qf snyjo^hgr part 
4ff fche^sittp. M thi&Awafl. d0n0;Wi$h i^o litiU? 
itoise and confusion^ /that neither' he^ nor ^^ 
'0iF -hie family, ^wiho »wcre^ below de^fc,: im 
th^^^reat cabin; (altbougk itrhappc»ned.ii^,t)«& 
day-time) knew any thing jof the raaitter Aill 
several hours after, when, the gale hmitiig 

4 

abated, they went on deck, and observed the 
itiast gone. -< 
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During the late war, fbiir df the kings -ot' 
Europe, viz. the sovereigns of Russia, Prussi2^ 
Denmark, and Sweden, being irritated against 
the English for searching their shipis, froia^ 
a suspicion of their haying French goods <m 
board, entered into a confedi^acy to punish 
the En^ish navy, if they pefsevered in thfe 
system. They also ordered aJl the merch^ 
vessels ■ of that nation in their, ports to ^bfe 
seized/ and prohibited the exf)ortfttiori €^ «ity 
naval stores ^orii their countries.' When <hii 
inleffigeriee was brought to Great Bfitain, Mb 
generality of tiie people were much aiannedi; 
but the Go^rnraent showed no apprehensiooab 
and sen!fe -libhi Nelson^ with fifty ships of wa», 
largedndsmailj[:to(^uize in theNoftkSei, cm 
the coasts of these four kmga; and :gave him 
orders to seize, bum, orjfiink, all the ships he 
should mec^t with belonging to those nations, 
and thus reVenge the affront offered to the 
British flag. 

Lord Nelson having proceeded witii his 
Q2 
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fl€)et Up tbe North Sea, arriyed at the narrow 
entrance of the Baltic Sea> Here his passage wm 
irarmly oppobed by two forts, ^ne on the Deivr 
mark, the other on the Norway shore,* assisted 
by several large ships moored close to the land. 
The English however forced the passage, and 
cast anchor opposite Copenhagen, the capital 
of Denmark^ when they commenced a dread-* 
fill fire, both on the town and on t^ ships' in 
the harbour. The Danes were not deficient 
eithep in dcill or bravery, and the contest was 
kmg deubtfuL Many of the. English shipe 
VCfe severely injured, and^^OOO of their m^ 
killed; when, at length, the Danes sued. for 
peace, and acknowledged Great Britain to be 
sovereign of the ocean* AU the English iner- 
ehant ships were immediately jestoi^ ; . and 
the Emperor^ of J^iissia dying very soon after> 
the other kings were glad to ^make peace, and 
comply with the tehnS of the conqueror. 

• '■ VEBSE. 

Better is a living body, and laughing enemies. 
Than a dead body, and crying friends ! 
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In short; the British seamen look with mucb 
contcQipt upon the navy of all other nations^ 
and cofisid^ them to be only fit for t^nders^ or 
carriers of provision, for their own fleet 

In the year 1801, the number of ships of 
war belonging to the Royal navy was eight 
hundred and three, carrying from sixteen to 
a hundred guns each; and there wa^ a suf- 
ficient supply of timber and marine 'stores in 
the kingdom to build as many more. Of thar 
number of their merchant ships. He only 
knows, who kno^s all things, M^iether in heaven 
or on earth. 

The service of the navy is esteemed not 
only very honourable,' but often v^ lucrative ; 
for whatever ships of the enemy are taken, 
whether by the fleet or by a single ship, they 
become the. property of tiie captors. The 
only restriction is, that if the ship so taken, 
or its guns, are thought worthy of his Majesty's 
service, the king can take them for that purpose. 
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ait' a reasonable price. Thus' th6 Flcta^euJc; 
ift*i;vhich I made the voyage from Legtiferii 'to 
Constaiitinople/ was a Frehch V^issel, t^en by 
the fleet under the command of Lord'Duncari^ 
and was purchased from the captors for a large 
Atirh of money, for his Majestiy'is service. ' 

'^^'' Itifirigland, there are severkl Ilbykl dbck- 
yar<ls, for fitting out arid repairing these ships ; 
but the two principal ones are Portsmouth and 
Woolwich. . The fbrrner is also k celebrated sea- 
^iirty of reride2:vous of the ifeet^ pfievious'to 
their sailing on any' e3t|feditiori. '!A&' it is at 
a considerable distance from L6ndon,' l! clid 
hot visit it'; but, by the kindness of my friend 
CoIoftiEfl ^-^h, 1' hka an Opportunity of mfepect- 
ihg eMsi^part of Wootwfch. ' I'therfe saw several 
large'isliips bn*Vhe* steck^V ihd such stbres of 
timber, iron, canvas, &c. that had the war 
fcoiitinued for ten yeailslotigeri they Should not 
have' required a fresh supply* I was particu- 
larly attracted by the mode of casting the 
cailnon-balh and shells ; also b/ the fniannel* 6f 
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boring and shaping the exterior surfece pf thfi^ 
guns at thQ same time, all dcme by the.motian. 
of. a wheel, which an old woman or a .chii^ 
might have turned* . ^ 

In conclusion of tihis subject, I thiiik, I may 
venture to assert, that one half of the ^people 
of England are either sailors, or in some way 
connected with the navy* 

The British army consists of cavalry, inr 
fantry, and artillery, and is very numerous, and 
well disciplined; . butj, ,as it is dispersed ip 
difF^ent parts^of the enipi^ it is seldom that 
more than twei^ty or^ twenty-five thousand can 
he seen at onfi time; and^tjiis only h^peas 
when they are wsembled to be revievired either 
by the King or by the; Commander- jin-cttief. 

I had the good fortune to be present at 
one of these reviews, but found considerable 
.difficulty in effecting it.^ All the troops in 
the vicinity iof London, ampuntinjg to 2^5,000, 



llpifipg J^iit ordered' to. assemblies near Windsor;^ 
ltpidbe'..n3viewed byhis .Majesty, -Mr. O — h-^ 
itkl i set cut from Lcmdon th^ day .pre\iodd 
to the time appointed, and arrived at .Windsor 
eariy the same evening ; but so many people 
ijacL it:x}me on the «ame errand, that \^ oould 
siot get any actommodation at the inns ;; amd 
flthough we offered sii: guineas for the use 
of two beds at any private house for Ui^ night, 
we could, not obtain them. We wandered, 
ior some time, :up..and down the town, ib the 
greatest' distress ;^ but atlength. my friend, iie^ 
eollecting that he imd ;£m acquaintance who 
kept: a large school in- the. neighbourhood, we 
|>rDce6ded thither, ^ and. fortunately Teached the 
hou^ just as the family ^^^eregoitig to supper. 
The . worthy sc^ioolmajster received \i3 moi^ 
hospitebly^-. and. having directed four of his 
hoj^ to sleep in two beds, he gave us their 
.Tacaiiit ooes..- :.■;. A ...... . 
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''i Next jnoming^ after breakfast, we proceeded 
^ horseback to the par^e^ where we fouild 



an immtosa multitade of spectators' addeoiblofi 
I oan /safely aver there were iive ' thoOBdiid 
carnagep^ filled^/both in Xl^ inside wd on the 
topB^ with handjsonie wonieny dressied in theif 
best attire. During the whole of my resr^ 
dence in Europe^ *I never saw so much beauty 
assembled as on that day. ,> « 

The troops were drawn up. ixx a <^irdey int9 
the middle of which the King, attebded bf 
the Princes and general *oi&cers> rode. Hi^ 
Majesty wa3 first welcomed by a discharge of 
cannon from each brigade, afber which he 
was saluted by sdl the troops with^their mus^ 
kets. They then broke- • into columns^ an^ 
marched pa^t the. Duke .iCff Yorky in grand 
divisions. I was lucky .enough to obtain a 
station near hi3 Royal 'Highness, qppQsitd 
to whom a j^lect band of music^ belonging 
to the third regiment of Guards, was drawn 
up, and played some of the most charming 
tunes and melodious pieces of music I ever 
heanL , It was nearly four o'clock be&ra all 
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the tsoops^ hadpassed the Commander^nrchi^f : 
we therefore hurried back to London as. sqoa 
«|^ the ^e¥iew was oyer^ not wishing either 
t0^ sleep on the road^ or again to annoy oxir 
friends^ at the school. 

The object most worthy of visiting, in, or 
near London^ is, I think, the fort, commonly 
filled the Tower, By the introduction of my 
fiieiid Colonel B—^—t, I was permitted to 
J5ee every part of this fortress^ - Immediately-,on 
toy entrance, I was conducted to the Royal 
Menagerj', where I was shown lions,, tigers^ 
panthers, and some other savage animals, which 
had been chiefly brought fi-om Africa, but 
vrhoae names I had ney er before* heard of. We 
then proc6eded'to the Jewel Office, where they 
■exhibited to us tl^ crown, the mace, amd^dil 
the coronation jewels> both of the King and 
'Queen : amongst these were a ruby igfid .an 
"emerald, each of which cost ten lacs of ,rwh 
pees (if. M5,oll00), and a number of valuable 
•diariionds and other precious stones. During 
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this exhibition we were locked up iri thfe- rdorfd] 
althou^ aH ' the . articles were vl/^U secui^ed by 
gl&is--cased and iron gratings. ■ We iken^tr^ 
went to the Armbtiry, in the yard of whicfe^ 
were lying an innumerable quantity of cahiibiai 
of all sizes : two of these were each twenty- 
five yanb lotig. ' The room tifider the ariiioury 
was ia kjuarter cif a rnile hi Itogth, and said 'tb 
contain bridles, saddles, ■ harness, awd- -othei? 
equipments for 60/OOO cavalry and' artillef^ 
horses. The armoury is seven hundred paces 
long: in it are disposed, in a very curious and 
beautiful mannefj muskets, bayonets, halberds, 
swords, knd pistols, sufficient for an army of 
120,000 men. At one end of the room is aii 
apartment eiOhtainin^ the statues of ei^teen 
of the Kings of Engl^fid, on horseback, with 
all the arniouf which they 'were accustomed 
to wear in their life^time ; and, in feet, they 
lookcid as if stilb prepared for battle : each 
horse had also his groom attending him. 

T\ie armour which is here preserved is of a 



very ancijent date^ and is not composed of 
chains, like that of Hindoostan, but each limb 
jbas a complete piece of iron to cover it, and 
the whole jSts the body as exactly as a suit of 
clothes: there is also a mask for the face, 
and iron .gloves,, with joints at the knuckles, 
^ th^t a person may even write in them. 
QChey assert, that, formerly, the kings wore 
this ,amiQur the whole day, and nevex ^k 
it f^ but when they wished to sleep. 
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CHAP. XIIL 

TJi^ science of Mechanics mtich esteemed in 
England — various uses to which it is applied 
— Mills — Founderies — Steam Engines -^ 
fFater-tvorks, &c. Account of the modes of 
Engraving. Manufactories. Staple common 
dities of England. Public Illuminations^ on 
the Proclamation of Peace. Character of the 
London Tradesmen. 

In England, labour is much facilitated by the 
aid of mechanism. It is impossible to describe 
the mode and the various uses to which it is 
applied : I shall however mention a fSew of 
the instances, that some general idea may be 
formed of the subject. 1 shall only add, that 
the English are so prejudiced in favour of this 
science, tha^t they often expend immense sums, 
and frequently fail two or three times, before 
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tJiey succeed in getting the madiin^ry of aw^ 
extensive work in order. The French, on the 
contrary, although good mathematicians, are 
content with manual labour, if any difficulty 
occurs in erecting the machinery. 

The first and most simple of all these workjB 
aite the mills for grinding com : these are of 
two kinds, water-mills and wind-mills, and 
are both known in some parts of India. Th^ 
only hand-mills ever used in London are smalt 
iron things, for the purpose of grinding coffee 
or pepper. I, however, think tmr hand-mills 
might prove very useful with an army, where, 
it will often happen that the 'hungry trooffe 
make a seizure of, wheat or barley, withbut 
bnring the means of grinding it: they should 
also be provided with iron' plates^ for bgdting 
cakes on. 

Another kind of these works are iron- 
founderies, the great wheels of which are worked 
by steam^ in a very surprizing manner. In 



these they cast' cannon^ b^t out anehors, and 
do all other targe i work, which could not be 
ejected by moanual labour^ the sledge itself 
being more than any man could lift. . 

By similar machinery, they can beat out 
sheets of copper and lead to .any extent p- and, 
te they havie nptthe art of making; a cement 
of lime iu this. country^ which will/fce«E|) out 
Hi^tser, they cover aH their Aat-roQ^^d hous^9 
IfitKlead. , . 1 havip seen 3ome buildi|igs> twentji? 
yani^ sqijureij <3Dv^€ii with tfeis ?i^taU ; 

V The i^awtiiu5tiw4pfi. needles ,^ 
iVfbwdle. .4;>/fr stegl wires ; i^as, throM^i intp a 
wheel, whidb^, at one turn, threw. I^m^out pn, 
the opposite side>. cut into a number of .pieces 
<jf the pr/oper . l?ngtl\: these were capght in a 
basket by a boy, who handed them, to a perspn^ 
whose business it was to form the eyes and 
jj^^pen , the, .points^ >both of which, he ef- 
^ted, by machinery, in. the ^prtest time ima- 
ginable. . . - 
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needle ^inatmfactory, it waff mtick too» «a^ 
when I siW ^ ^pinning'^engine. By the tufnmgf 
of one laijg^ wheel, a hundred otherar were pti* 
in motion, which spun, at the same time, some 
thousand threads, of sufficient fineness to make 
vefy good musliti. ' A few women or boys^ ant 
sufficient' to attetid the ftiaehine^ for the. pur-? 
pose of joining the threads when they breaky 
or of giving a fresh supply of cotton. It must 
, hb^^^ever be acknowledged, Aatlii^icld^ 
of this thread is ndt- e^ual t«9^tiiafr' seiEit ftcmt 
India: it neither we^s n(»' -wadhes^ so well, 
vriiich id perhaps omng to tlie^tiireidjaeinil over 
twisted. The wire/and'lhe wpe iiUkni^otea^ 
are also very curious. It is asserted,^ tba|; they 
can draw or spin out either of these articles to 
the length of twenty miles^ if roqaiai^; witkout 
any juncticm beihg peiioeptihle. r.^. ,\i j . . i 

I accompanied my firiendvMr.^ K-?-rH-y.,ta^ 

his Porter Brewery, which was <»f'aii Immepsi^ 

• extent, and contained many thousand barrel^* 
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His Steam-engine^ for raising, water, wa3 of the 
largest s);^ ; and he assured me, that .if he had, 
not that rnachine, he should he under the 
necessity of constantly eipploying fifty horses^ 
the expend of which, and of their grooms, if 
added to the. price of the porter, the fiivourite 
beverage: of the populace of London, would 
render it so dear, that an insurrection mij|^t 
b^ j^preb^ended. - > 

The English are celebrated for their manu-r 
&cture Q^'pixper of all kinds^ I was told they 
could make a sheet of k twenty yards square: 
and, during my residence amongst them, thq^ 
discovered, that excellent paper might be made 
of common straw. - 

The hydraulic machine for stipplyi?^ Lon* 
don with water is a stupendous work. By 
its means, an ample supply of water is raised 
from the river Tliaraes, so as constantly to, 
k^p full a lofty reservoir, whence, by means 
of conduits and leaden pipes, it -is conveyed 
VOL. F. H 
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.aU over the towfXy and even to. the wpper 
xooms of houses four stories high, to. the 
great comfort and ease of the inhabitants. 
JB^ides this supply, there is generally in 
every square, or kige yard, a machine called 
a pumpy whence, by the slightest exertion of 
.the arn^, the water is easily forced: it is a 
very simple contrivance, and much preferable 
to our wells, 

. They have engines for expressing oil jBx^m 
seed, and others for thrashing and winnowr 
ing corn. Jn short, the English carry ^ their 
passion for mi^ch^uiics to sudi an extent, that 
Qiachinery is introduced into the;ir kitohei^^ 
and a very complete engine is used even to 
roast a chicken. I was also told, that an instru- 
ment had lately been invented for. mincing 
mfjat^and chopping onions. The English are 
* naturally impatient, and do not like these 
J^ing and tedious employments ; besides which, 
the expense of a common servant in England 
is eight times more than in India. 
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The art of printing bdr^ well uncterStocid 
in Calcutta, I have said but' little on that 
stibject. Thercf i^, bori^^ver, an6th6r science, 
nearly siiAilar, called engraving, much in uste 
in Europe! ; of which I shall endeavour t6 giYt 
some description. This art is subservient to 
painting ; and by i|ts aid, the copies of a picture 
may be multiplied it pleasure, though generally 
on a smaller scale. For this purpose, a sheeft 
of copper must be procured, of the size re- 
quired; oh whidb Is first spread a coat of thin 
white Waxj or similaf substance; on this the 
outlined of ttte picture ^re drawn with bladt 
ledd ; aiKl the engnw^ef , With various shaf p irii- 
struments, then dtrts through the wak into thfe 
copper; or it may be done by^aqua-fbttis, (a* 
the lines drawri by a pen dipped iii that 
Kquid soon eat their way into the copper,) 
and afterwards finished by 4 the engraver, 
who must also possess a considerable kftow- 
ledge of painting. The plate bemg ready, the 
plrints are strucik off, nearly in the same man- 
ner as books are. If it is wished to have them 
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coloured^, so as to resemble the piqtur^s loore 
pparly, this can be done by boys or women, 
at a very cheap rate. By these meanfi, the copy 
of a picture may be procured for a guinea, 
the original of which would havC: cost a 
hundred. 

On entering one of the extensive, manu- 
fectojci^s in England, the mind i^ at first be-, 
wildered by the number and variety of articles 
displayed therein ; but, after recovering, frpra 
this first impression, and having coolly .surveyed 
all the objects around, every tbjing, appears 
conducted with so much reguto*ity aud .pre- 
cision, that a person is induced to suppose on^ 
of the meanest capacity might superintend and 
direct the whole* process. Whatever requires 
strength or numbers, is effected by engines ; if 
clearness of sight iswanted^ magnifying glasses 
are at hand; and if deep reflection is necessary 
to cpmbine all the parts, whereby to insure a 
unity of action, so many aids are derived fi;om 
the numerous artists employed in tlie different 
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parts of the work, that "the union of the whbli 
Seems not to require any greiat exertioil ot 
genius: Thus, in all* kinds of clock-wort^ 
the wheels, chains, springs, &c. are made by 
"diflfefent artists, and only require a person, 
who is conversant in the business, to select 
and put the pieces together. 

' The manufactories in which' the' Ehglish 
ekcel the" other nations of Europe, are, ciitler^, 
drrd aH khids of ironwork; fumitut'e nrtiade bf 
the irib^t Valukbte specii^s of v^ood ;' leather of 
(!?ve'iy>^d^(5biinkti6h ; '^dbc^s and watfchei**; 
satin^'^d Vilks W Variaiisf sbrt^ V glas^ mte cff 
every description ; giins,'pistolsi arid pictures. 
Thesfe^ ^mcfes are' carried to all parts of tht 
\vorld, iand sold to great advantage- 
Tile sword-cutlers* and gun-smiths' shops 
in London are particularfy well worth seeing, 
as* they generally contain many curidsitieS. 
They showed me a new-inVented lock, that' if 
the gun should be immersed for a week in 
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water, the powder in tKe pan Would s^fier oia 
injury % and they assured me, that it was ev^n 
possible to discharge the gun under water. - 

It is customary in London to illuminate 
the town, either on the King or Queen*s birth- 
day, on the intelligence of any great victory, 
or on the proclamation of peace. Although I 
had seen a number of illuminations in Hin- 
cboslto, and was present at Lucknow dnrix^ 
the Hiarri£^ of Vizier Aly, the adopted soil 
of the late Nabob, when a fort five miles iw 
circumference, with regular ^bastions, towers, 
and gateways, was formed with bamboos, and 
covered at night with lamps, which required 
20,000 mien to attend thiem; yet there was 
so much sameness, and ti^nt bf variety, in this 
display, that, in my opinion, it fell far short 
c^ the ilhiminations of London. 



In England, on account of the uhciSr- 
taihty of the weather, all the lamps are com- 
posed of glass ; many are cut with a diamond. 
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and othr^s are coloured ; these are suspended, 
either, on nails driven into the walls of tha 
houses^ or on fras^es of wood^ formed intQ 
various figures and devices. When the lamps 
are ;lighted, and properly di^sed, heing of 
different colours, they can be so arranged M 
to represent any figure w inscription that ij^ 
iiequired- Thus I have seen a good r^pre^ 
jsentation rf the King, and of the Quee», seated 
6q thdr thrones, with crowns over their he^d4» 
But, as tiiis is a voluntary act, and ev^y persooi 
illuminates his house, at hi^ own- e^tpense, he 
is allowed tp ipdulge; his fancy, eithier in di* 
apbying the fertility pf his imagination, or the 
extent of his loyalty, by t^>e.device he exhibits.; 
^od this circumstance produces a great variety of 
matter. Qn the proclamation of the, late peace, 
previous to which the price of all. the necessari^ 
of life had risen to an enormous height, one 
of the tradesmen had the figures of a loaf of 
bread and a butt of porter very well imitated, 
in a falling position, with the following inscrip^ 
tioa.imder them : ^^ wjb ars about to fall.'* 



M 
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QYiW ddvicd Was tbb vsubject of- mucht ' mirth 
imd hlughter among the common people. 

T^fese illiiminationsj beheld from the mtddi<$ 
<rf a square^ whence the four grand etreets 
leading ^n difFei^nt directions can be Viewed, 
surpass any thing of the kind I ha^e ever 
seea; The cbnoourse of people, bothJ in car- 
4iagiss and on foot, on these bccasiohs, is'^^'sd 
^great, that I have been sometimes for i/h hotir 
-in one of the widest streets, vi«. Oxford- or 
ISt. James's Street, without beirtg able to ad- 
vance the flight g( an arrow; In this situation 
I have been much alarmed, as ^e peopte are 
constantly disdiarging muskets^ and letting ofF 
fire-works on air sides ;• to that if a weak 
person was to fell in the crowd, it is probable 
fee would never rise ag^in. 

On the third day of the rgoicings for peace, 
having heard that M. Otto, the French Envoy, 
had expended jf.2000 in preparations for a 
grand illumination, which was to be exhibited 



bn that nighty I resdtved^^ in orcter U> avdifl 
the crowd, ^ to go and examkie '^he devices 
during the day ; supposing, that however better 
Ihey would kx>k when lighted up, I should still 
jbe^Ue to form a just idea of the plan^ and 
shield avoid all risk of being troddea to deatiit 
I therefore proceeded towards. tPortm^n Square^ 
where the Enwy resided ; but^ on appfoaching 
the square, I found a great crowd foseembled, 
-and the mob abusing - the Entoy. < Upon 
inquiriiigvthe cause, I learned that the Frenchr 
mem had chosen for his motto> -^^ P£ac£^ anI) 
CoNCORn.'*' Some of the soldiers^ who- had 
barradts in that neighbiMirbocxl, having moiie 
courage than wisdom, and mare skill in the 
use of Aeir swords than their, pensy think- 
ing he meant a reflection on the En^ish, 
and that they were glad to make Peace^ because 
they were Conquered, began to break his lamps. 
M.Otto, surprized and alarmed at this cir- 
cumstance came out, and endeavoured to ex- 
plain, that Concord bore no allusion to the 
events of the war, but was synonymous with 



Uiianimity and Fribndship. They wottld not 
however be coavinced, until, he. agreed to 
change the jtnotto to " Pba<C5 aptdAhity.'* 

Having been disappointed in my moniing 
CKCun^ion^ I determined to run all risk^, anid 
to 3Qe the grand display at night. Between 
eleven wd twelve o'clock, I left my ow0 house^ 
9iQd attempted to go up Oxford Street, but was 
^ocm interrupted by the assemblage of ooadhes 
and crowd of foot people. . I therefore turned 
pfF into one of the cross streets, and, know- 
ing that part of the town well^ succeeded in 
reaching one of the streets th^t 1^ into the, 
square. Here I was obliged to jay fast hold q£ 
the irpn railings and, as m opportunity oSered^ 
pushed on a step or two at. a time* At length 
I reached the square ^ but the press was so 
excessive, that my clothes were tpr% and 
I lost my cane. The women were at the same 
time crying out, for God's sake, to be liberated, 
or that they should be squeezed to death; 
but no one listened to their complaints, ^nd 
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rtiost of them lost their hats^ ear-rings, anci 
neckkoe^. In this situ^tioii I endeavoured to 
retm'n home; but t^s I found more difficult 
than to advance. However, after much per- 
sevi^ranoe^ I got into a corner of the square, 
wherC) being, more at my ease, I resolved to* 
remain till morning should thui the spectators. 
In this plim I succeeded, and was completely 
satiated with M. Otto's exhibition, which ML 
far short of my expectations, and by no means 
equalled Mr. Hope's, in Cavendish Square. % 

The shopkeepers and tradesmen in London 
are in general peo{de of education ; in their dress 
and -manners they are not distinguishable from 
noblemea or gentlemen ; and are so courteous 
and polite, that, should tiie pxsrchaser be evei" 
so troublesome or litigious^ they never give a 
rude or angry answer. 

One day, a gentleman, either by way of 
a joke, or wishing to try the temper of a 
tradesman, went to his shop, and desired to see 
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Some ■btt:)acl^k)th,- The man took down several 
^;^s of cloth; all of which were itejected ; these 
^jeere 'taken away, and another set displayed V 
but some were thought too coarse, others 
txK) 'd^r, and none of their colours approved: 
At length, having kept the shopkeeper etft* 
ployed ' for a whole hour, the gehtlemte 
app^sared satisfied with a piece, of lincomrtioh 
d^^ce, at twenty- five shillings a yard'; 
and the tradesman expected to have received 
an order for at least five or six yards; 'but 
was much surprized by his eccentric ciistomer-s 
taking out of his pocket a shilling, and deSiring 
to have the worth of tiiat coin <nit off the cloth. 
The tradesman, however, preserved his^i^emjfer, 
and taking the shilling, laid it on the comer 
of the web, firom which he cut a piece ex- 
actly the same feize, and presented it to thi 
gentleman. They then parted, bowing respect- 
fully to each other. : ^ 

My watch having met with an accident^ 
I determined to buy another, but of a 'low 



price, I. therefore went into ja. silyef^n^th's 
^hQp, and lopked at several. Having at length 
fixed on a silver, one, the prioe of which .wjS|j^ 
s^y^n guineas^ I told the man where J livi^i 
9nd informed him I should keep the watph tiU 
next day, when, if it was approved of, I wpi4d. 
pay him; otherwise, J would return, hisiprjQ? 
pierty. Nptyirithstanding I was a perfect stranger^ 
he consented ; and I carried away the wsM^cJb^ 
for one or two of my friends to examine ; but 
they all found fault with it, and strongly advised 
me to return it, I was however so overcome by 
the watchn>aker's .courtesy, that I was ashamed 
to follow their advice, and therefore paid him 
his money. . 

. Tliese shopkeepers will send home the most 
trifling parcel that is purchased of them, even 
from one end of the town to the other ; and 
often give one or two months' credit to people 
they know nothing about: they are^ in con- 
spqj^nce, frequently liable to be taken in by 
swindlers. 
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One of the ladies of light reputation, who 
lived in the same street with me, contract^ 
a number of these debts, and went off^ without 
paying them. Although die was afterwards 
discovered, and carried before a magistrate, as 
she had no property remaining, her creditors 
thought it more advisable to let her go, than 
to put her in jail, where they would have been 
obliged to support her. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Mode in which the English spend their time. 
Of the length of the days and nights i?i 
England. Mode of living of the English. 
Division of employment between the Sexes. 
Regulations respecting fVomen. Liberty of 
the Common People. Anecdotes of the P — e 
of JV—s and G r H s. English Ser- 
vants. Liberty of the higher classes. Duels. 
Education of Children. 

L SHALL here endeavour to give some account 
of the mode in which the English pass their 
tim^. The middling class, in London, divide 
their time in the following manner : they rise 
from eight to mne o'clock in the morning: 
their dressing employs them an hour; after 
which they sit .down to the breakfast table, 
where they spend another hour : from that 
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time, till five in the evening, they employ thesGK 
selves either in business, or in walking mA 
riding : at six they sit down to dinner ; and i| 
th^e is company invited, /the men seldom rise 
from table before nine o'clock : they then join 
the ladies, to drink tea and coflfee ; after whidb 
they play cards, or listen to music, till eleven, 
when the party breaks up, and they retire to 
their beds. 

Those who are unmarried, frequently goj 
after dinnw, to the Play, or other places of 
public amusement, and remain there till d late 
hour : others go to the gamblmg^houses, where 
they often stay till near morning. The com-r 
mon people rise earlier, and go to bed sooner, 
than those above mentioned; but the nobility 
and higher classes have seldom done brealtihst 
before one or two o'clock, and are never in bed 
before the same hours after midnight. ^3. 

What I have said respecting thecfi^isiori ^f 
time, may be considered as a general* rule i .i^ut; 

I ..107 



te jength of the days and nighte in Engteiiif 
b' )K) v&ry dnequal^ that considerable varidticm^ 
#i A irfWn ckrctir. Thus, in the middle of Wi^ 
tfir^ the^Sim does not liseli}! past eight/ and seta 
a little after three dTifelock ; which, aHo^ingf 
two hours for the morning and evening twi-* 
light, makes- the d$y, at the atmosti.ntt)e hours 
king; there consequently remain fifteen hotars? 
of n^t. On the contrary, in the middle o£ 
summer, the Sun rises at four, and sets at nine; 
which^.with threie hours of twilight, curtails 
the ni^t tQ about foutt hou^ns. But in thai 
]»9rtherli pttut cff .the island, lunderstaiid thetci 
is scarceij^tjaHy. ni^ at;4ni«^uaui\er, as^. during 
the few hours the Sun retsiaiDs u|)der the h^ri^ 
zoo^ there is a twiUght^ by whidh a persoi) U^* 
read: and in the winter, their nights are full 
ei|^tae» hours lon^. > ,. 

■.:..,,■•-' ..'■ . ^' ^;--'. -•' ^ -- '^ •- -^ 
The shortest day in England) is. on,. or ^bf^^ 
the 21st of December. From that time, till the 
2l6kof Marcb> it gradi^ly :inerea,ses i at which 
pwkxi tfaeday aiKi* night are of an equal length.^^ 

VOL. I. S 



^{jedp^g^ of the day^cQotinues ta inoreasetiU 
^ 9ii$to{J\xne;»£te^ which it dwrea^es 
tiMb the ;?.lfet of Sept^^aber, when the day and 
night are again equal; and continues to decrease 
till the return of the 21st of December. 

' The English^ in general^ are not fo^id T>r 
high-seteoned cookery ; and their dinners 
mostly consist of plain roast or boiled meats. 
Bqt the rich^ or higher classes^ have. a^ great 
variety on their tables, which is divided into 
three courses ; the first consisting of soups and 
fidi; the second, of roast and boited -meats, 
fricassees, &c.; and the thirds of puddings, pie^; 
and gaime ; after whi6h there is' a -great display 
erf fruit of all Wnds, called the detserL . ;^ 

The regular meals of. the English -are/ 
break&sty dinner^ and supper ; but in London 
Ihey frequently stop ^ the pastry-cooks' shops, 
which are gienerally kept or attended by hand- 
tome, women, and ^at something between 
breakfast and dinner. They also eat bread and^ 
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i)utter>' <ft^ cake, "with their tea or crflfem^hfe 
e?enitig; so that tiiey may be- sdid to ^ fivte 
lAm&^H <ky ; yet, as they eat but Iktl&at any 
one time, they cannot be called glnttcfi^^ '■■-' 

The English legislators and philosophers 
have wisely determined^ that the^best mode of 
keejping women but of the= <vay of temptation,^ 
and iheirniinds from waoidering after imfpropef 
clesires;; is by giving them suifficii6nt employment; 
therefiwre; whatever business can b^ effected 
Without any ptit exerdo^ of mental abiiiti^ 
or corporeal'Strength^ ii? assigned to the-Women; 
Thus t]9t^ hayei all' ^hie ititemal tnaiKigement 
and;care-of -the house^ andiwashing the clothe& 
They ate -also employed to take care of shopa^. 
and, by their beauty and eloquence, often attfact 
Guetomersw - To the men is. assigned the busi- 
ness c^ ^aitk)g«.at< tflbley taking- care of the 
hof^fe tand cattle, ^and management of. the gar^ 
den;, fiErr<n> fee. TTiis divisKm of Uibbnr is at- 
tended With rhueh convenience, and prevenfei 

s 2 



?; Besxfos^he above important reguldtton^vtha 
Sngltsh lawgivers hme ^hced the women 
under raiany salutary restraints, whicll<pFeva[it- 
their making an improper use of the liberty 
they have, of mixing in company, and convers-- 
ing mitia men. In the first place,, strangers^ or 
piersons whose characters are not well known, 
are ' sdkiom^ introduced to them ; secondly, 
tbe W0men never, visit any bachelor,! excejrt: 
fapel be a near relation; thirdly, no woniaxi)!af> 
VesfiiectdbiH'ty ever walks out ' (in London), 
ttntess atteiided by her husband^ a rle^lation, or 
tifCdfiffl^iitiaJ' ^servant: ' Th^ ai^ef upon no ad-' 
cfeunt dfepp^ to ^Ikoittfifter darfc ;> and they 
n^var thittfc c# steeping rftwDad, evon^ at^the 
hdude ' of ■ ^dr ^ther df molkieti Unless the 
htri^bftnd is with f them/ • tFhey theirefore have 
adktom an'^opportuttity^^Gfjaetitrg improperly. > 
Th^ father^^ mothery and whole hmWyy ^alao coi^ ' 
i»ider, themGfeIvi0s>'4iifsgrflC8d by diefbad'Condoct 
of a daughter bra si^teri And as, by the: laews 
of England, ;a man may bdat^ his. wife- with: 
a stick, whieh will not endanger the 



iyl- a limb, or may copfine her in 'a Mom/ the 
womifttt dare not even give tiieir tongues tab 
tmich liberty. • .... .i 

.*■■.. . ■■ . .P 

If^ notwithstanding all these restraintii^ 
ti woman should be so far lost to all sense of 
«hamey as to commit a disgraceful action^ sh? 
is for ever after shunned by all her t^la):i6nd, 
acquaintances, and every lady of respectability. 
Her husband, is also authorized by law to take 
away all her property and ornaments, to debar 
her from the sight of her children, and even 
to turn her out of the house ; and, if proof can 
be produced of her misconduct, he may obtain 
a divorce^ by which she is entirely separated 
from him, and loses all her dower, and even her 
marriage portion. From what has been stated, 
ift is; evident; that the English women, notwithh 
standing their apparent liberty^ and t the, polity 
^ness and ilattery with which they are adr 
.dressed, are, by the wii^m of their lawgivers,, 
confined in strict bondage : and that,; on the 
.amtrary,the Mohammedan wcfmen, wlio^are 



^rcihibfted from ihixing ifv society, ^ artd'*^*i% 
kept conc;paled behind curtains, but aW ttHdWefl 
to walk out in veils, and to go to the'bftttei-(ift 
Turkey), and to visit their fathers and mothers 
and even female acquaintances, and t^ sleep 
abroad for ; several nights together,, are much 
fttore mistresses of their own conduct, aDdm^i^h 
itiore liable- to faH into the paths of error. ; 

k'-' ■-' "• -DISTICH*' - ''-.^. V.-* i.?,.. 

Jjet him who reads takqwamiagl ,ji j».ij. 

IN.B. This subject will J)i? furtft^ jd^qus^^^jm, tl^ 
Appendix } the Author having, while in England, written 
^ tract '' On the Liberty of Asiatic Women/*] 

i¥ ^ Hf 



'[ Libertf may be'c6hsirffered as" theia6i;^df 
tutelary deity, of the ' fenglisli i and ■ t tHitik 
the common people here 6hj6y tribfe fir^dhi 
arid equality than iti a'rry other well-rcjguliftfed 
government in the world. No Englishififi^j'uti- 
'less guilty of a breach of the laws; cart be sei^, 
or. punished, at the ea|)jrice of from the'^rt^ 
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passion of this magistrate: he may spioetiaieji 
be confined on suspicion, but bis life cannot 
be afiEeeted, ^except on positive proof. 

* • ■ ■ V 
: I wa» credibly informed, that the H^-^ 

A t.of the throne, while one daywalkingi 

was jostled by an impudent fellow ; that, iim^ 

'P e struck him with his cane, and chastis^ 

him for his insolence. The man, however, 
sued his R — ^1 H s in one of the courts 

of justice, and compelled the P e to pay 

a considerable sum of money. 

Grovernor H^ ^gs came one day to visit 

me, immediately after the hall door had been 
newly painted, and even while the man who 
had done it was collecting his pots and brushes 
on the steps. The Qovernor, not perceiving the 
circumstance, lifted the Jknocker of the :door, 
and spoiled a new pair of gloves ; on ^ which 
be turned round angrily to the man, and asked 
why he did not inform him the door had been 
jwt ^ai^ted; the fellowj in a surly manner. 



ppfdied^l' Where wei;ei yowr ^03, that yov^^amld 
MMtraee itT' From these anecdotes^ some idea 
may be formed of the liberty and jGrefeKkHQ o( 
the common people in England: in maay.in*' 
atancesi. they carry it too great ^ .length; .anjd 
I. have even ielt the inconvenience of jit. v lErlieur 
huvgiwrs iore however of opinion^ that this 

freedom tends to make them brave^ - • : > \'' 

■ . ' . . , , ■ - , • 

.. In England, no gentleman can punish his 
servant iar wiy crime (except by turning himi 
away), but must make his complaint he&yr^ 
a magistrate. The servants in England receive 
veryhigh wages^ are as^we^lfed* sleep as com- 
Iprtabfy in raised beds (not on the floor, as 
iiv India), and are as. veil elotlied^ as their 
masters, ^ HjKho, in generali prefer plain clothes 
for themselve$, while their servants are covered 
withJace* .. . 

In their newspapers and daily pubheations,! 
the common people often take the liberty of 
abuiiiiig their superiprs : ..also, in. all jniblic 



meeiingo^ mi eviefii iA' the ^ phsyiL6tse^^^^ 
frequently b^idfid' repMaoh any iiQ)bteiMMi 
or ^ybtlemah they disiike. Another ^4n0(te: 
they ^ h«^e of eicpredsriig their > disj^teSdOtig^ ^f^ 
by cariamstes : iti these, they >^qi^etitl^ 
pourtfay ibft Minikersv <or any other . pabHc* 
diavactees, . in^' ' ijdiculoas sitvations, * > eiltov^ 
talking to each other, or^ cx>nir6r8ih9^'Ml3i'' 
John Bull, who, by his blunt, but shrewd obser- 
vaiHons^ii* always made tdLhofe jAie l^t^of the 
argument^ and io:^(tell iiisoppeacist some<Ui» 
agreeafele trudw.-:- '^^■- ^^t:i: .^,.^.'l^ 

After <al$y thl^equ^ity n^ nu^fmhi ^^apjfteir^ 
ance that! in^ reality^ ior thediifemdce bdtWecAi 
the comforts^ bf the rich and : ^f i die poer^ i w^ 
in England, much greiUier tibijui in Itidia* llie 
servants {u% not atlibertyto quit their masterly 
without giving proper warning ; and, in geiieraiy 
they are as respectful in their beliaviour as the 
slaves of'Hindoostan. : j ; . j : > 

i The richy -or h^er dasse^, also, efigoy somd ' 
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{oivileges from - this equality. Tliey can walk 
out at all timesy and go wherever they pleiase^ 
without being watched by a retinue <^ fipies^ 
under the denomination of seryauts^ a9 in th^ 
East: and if they are abused by the cornmoQ 
pe^e^ they can also indulge their spleen^, by 
ilbusing the Ministers^ Piinces^ and even 
iloyalty itself. 

lean scarcely describe the pleasure I fqh^ 
upon my first arrival in Europe, in being able 
to walk out unattended, to make my own 
bargains in the shops, and to talk to whom 
I pleased ; so different from our customs. It 
is ndt to be inferred, however> from what I 
have said, that evieiy man is. at liberty to follow 
the bent of his "own inclinations. There ,are 
certain rules established in society, and ^va 
degree of decorum to be observed, the trans- 
gression or omission of which woidd be at- 
tended with bad ccMisequenoes. Thus, were 
a gentleman seen to enter a public^house, aod 
to drink with low companions^ i or to J^yalk 
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dkmt itfae ^lCreets ivi& a cofoaison prostitute^ 
he woukl fee i^tiiinedi by allrhia acquailitancest^ 
9nAmete he^ inrany pointy tQ-iofiend agabuAflthtf 
ta#s/ be would immediately be sei^odd^ and 
fl^it to^priac^n ; oTy were he to be guilty:.vOf 
seditionji; treason, ; sacril^e, or hlasi^b^Dj^i 
he would be; severely punisjbed. i£v§rii,ih9 
Minister* of the empire^ when tfaey.fuid jani' 
ancient law or custom inapplicable to the 
ptesefit timea, or even eontraiy to Qpi^fnon 
sei^se^ dare not boldly and openly propQS^. il^ 
bcMsg ycancelied in, Parliament ; but, they eis^e^^ 
VQur by degrees to ef&ct a phange in the systei^^ 
by pt^sing special iitf>difi(^ion^^ uncea^^il. ' 
Whether the Jaw smy. not Ijav^ , been framed for 
twHtiei good^caaaons, ipiot understa<)d, by thepii 
but ►irfrich may be? discovered* by, their 09^ 

.-r-iMHi m:i\ ;. ) ' ii^i] . - . : ■•^' :? . ' :■ - .■■.•.?^ 

I Amdngst the 'Oistoms which are, Ibelievi^ 
pewUar to the British, may be reckoned (heir 
Idbels, and boatm^matehes. The^finit are ogn;^ 
Irnisd to the h^ghen classes, and are effected by 



* 

liie^fte of pistoh or awbrds : - Ihey jii^'t^ 
lalways fbtight in iiic preisenoe of seeonds; ^ 
Witne^^ Who t^e care that^ no; treacfiiety 
Of ' foul " pifty i« practised. Thfe otJier mode* -ft 
used by the cominon people, either to 'obtain 
satisfaction for an injury, or as a trial of skill. 
Ife these combats, it is not fair to lay hold 6f, or 
griipple t^th the adversary, in which stf ehgtH 
ihight get the better; but the whole cdfrtfest 
tntist be decided, ab feiicmg is^^in Itidia, T:iy tflUIH 
ind <fextferity. If eithfer of thecbhibktidits^, 
tJie'bther'must not strike hirti, \vhife dbwn V'btrt 
if it b6 discovered that 6tie of ^^theni'^Bs 
purpbs^iy, he is^ hddted and abtftjdf 'b^ thfe 
^edtators.^ liiese combaiktit^t!^ri4etf^6h'Wllii 
^itch violence, ai^ frequentlf^to-tkxAsibft^ 
iJfeith of one of th^ pfiaitiesi^ 'The lo^ ofM fej^i 
breaking of the nose or jalv, or haviHjg^ i#te 
dhfeek laid open, is a comtaion consequence. 
•The lower classes are soHR3*id of, dra!ib So : con- 
vinced of the utility of this science, that there 
%Te few of thern whoi do i4ot'4earh pflgifism; 
infui even tiMny of the nobiH^' and |^l6tneh 
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oncourage. th^se matches^ ap4 9irgue, that i^ 
seiTves to preserve, their cour^ge^ and iAurf| 
them to hardship. During my residence.. 4^ 
England^ I was present^ at least, at one hundreil 
qf these battlei^. 

The mode of education pre^ribed for boy# 
in England is admirably adapted to render 
them honourabljs, courageous^ and pap^ble qf 
enuring: hardships. They are, at an early age^ 
sent from their parents* house to a publip 
sphool, where tiiey are frequently obliged t9 
QQjQtead with bpys of a more advanced ag)9 
than them^elvesj not only in a competitioi^ 
£br pri^eis in learnings but pfteR in defending 
themselves against isuperior streqgth, In this 
situajt;iipn they remain for fiv^ or six years; 
during whioh period th^y must preserve a 
character^ . untainfa^ by dishonour, and ujm: 
blemished by cowardioe. . v 

,.,The education^ of girls tends to render 
t)afis^ apqomp^shed^ r«ather than to epdue tl^ei^ . 



#MS^ik)Bo^hy; they ttrfe4l]fet?tetadi3«kigi^>ftft 
iktfice, to i^y on musical imtta^Aetn^f txnA W^ 
iWtty and agreeable in <56fRpaify; ^ -l^hle iEjhiUi^ 
of both sfexesar6 taught to reretcaee ih&ft^^^p^ 
tents^ and to e^eem their broth^i^y^i^fs^^aliid 
other near relations. Perhaps nothiigg eondnbeiP 
more to the success in this respect, than the single 
^am%6sf of * the Christian^,* vHhrere, 4lie^i^dgeny 
hratig' all' ' of > the same stoek^* 'la^- ¥oott¥'fe^^ left 
fer tto toiitentiaiis mi liti^ait^d^ ^Mli(^^ «^ 
^3:an distui4> the Micky of \9:yM&^^ 
fcmily; perhi^ ithe :^ (tfS^>«ng^ lof ^x« lAox/^ 
^ofh6#8. Tlle|)ap^nt«^Naltoo«ideat^^^ 
iiiipa^klU:y of conduc*;^ taiifmsetvi^^lmmkmjfi 
amongit thechil^ei^; «iidif ti»ey ha^Ha;i.^iif^ 
fet^ac6 for- afiy ofife^ <# ftheittyvthey^ i«fii*re^"^ 
(k^m^llt'^xftuc^bs-'p^ If^tkfe diiSbt^ 

are gokkj of a &tilt, they^^ ^ not ^ifevtsrely baai^ 
or 'ab4i$e them>'bot dither sendUhem^itoiJbed^ 
or eoHfine them to-tfieir-*Doii»*r< tl«^lflstt^«^ 
quently reason with them, and excite tbeiil'^ 
good behaviour, more by hope than by fear. 
Owing to this mode of treatment, I have often 
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seen an English child of five years old possess 
more wisdom than an Asiatic of fifteen. Evei) 
the play-things of children in Europe are made 
to convey lessons of instruction ; and the alphar 
bet is learned by infants^ who suppose they ai^ 
only playing with cards. 

As far as I was able to judge^ there are not 
so many dissentions;. or quarrels among, re- 
lations in England^ as with, as ; the cause of 
which is probably owing to a certain degree 
of distance and respect that is always observed 
between the nearest connections; so th^t if 
the head: of a family has it in his power to 
confer any favour on the other branches of it, 
ttey receive it with gratitude. Not-so in Hin* 
dppst^n^ where the whole fam^y depend upon 
their chiefs and consider it kis duty to provide 
for them, or to share his fortune with them ; 
and if he does not^^ they are discontented and 
abusive. 
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CHAP. XV. 

Mmbfsis (^ the British Goverhrneint. Authority 
of the Sovereign — Eulogium on his present 
Majesty — Condescending and liberal conduct 

■ (^his Mc^stytothe Author. Jbescriptlcm of 
the Qtie&i^s Drawthg-^^ Political situcdion 
of the Heir ' j^pmrnt^-^^Character of the 
Prince. I>€i€rtp(ihn of Carleton H6use. tfk- 
ties of the MSmsiers of State — of the Chancellor . 
of the' Exche^uer-^ of the Secretary fof the 

* F&reigH DipaHTfienX-^ of the SeirStdries for 
' the'Hoiii^'and H^di- Dtpc^tm^^ 

Ldrd of the Adfiiii^dHy-^J^thnfikt^oJ^ed td 

■' LerdSp^^-^: Of the Mdster'G^erat of the 

Ortbumce-^^f the Prekd&nt' of the Board of 

* Contrml^-^ofihiiLord'Chancelh^ 
Arclibishdp of Canterbury. ' ' ^ 

X sitALL now endeavour to give some account 
of the nature of the British Government, and 



of the rank^ sitnation^ ^d character of the 
principal persons composing it. 

The British Constitution is of the mixed 
form^ that i$^ an imiQfli of the n^pnarchical^ 
* aristocratical, wd democratic^! gavarnments^ 
representead by (jf^ K^^g^ Lords, and ComnKXis; 
in whii^ tjiQ flo\yer? of each are ^o happily 
blei\d£^ that it is it^po^si^le for hun^n .wisdom 
to produce any Qtfeer syst;^ cpnta^a^pg so many 
excellences, and SQ frc^ froni iinp^ectioa* 

The Kmg 19, pf course^ the head pf the 
Govemineut, a^d th^ source of ^U honour and 
promotioD. It would be tedious a^d difBipult 
to define all his powers; but it may be sufgcieni^ 
to say^ that no law can be valid without his 
consent; that. he has the entinp oomnwid of 
the army ; and that he can pardon criminals^ 
condemned by the law and the judges. 

As a proof of the power of the Sovereign^ 
ff>4 of the exqsU^nce of the goverjiment^ I shall 

VOL. I, T 
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relate iari everit that occurred during' my i^i-' 
dence in England. For : seventeen yefeirs, the 
reins of government had been guidefd by the 
able hands of the celebrated Minister, Mr. Pitt, 
for whom his M^esty had the wannest esteemj^ 
and the highest opinion of his abilities ; but 
that Minister/ trusting . too mudi to his iil- 
fluenoe over the King, and his gei^ral po- 
pularity,- 'endeavoured to abrogate a law, iiV 
opposition to the Royial will, and to the opinfert 
of some other members of the Council. 

Ilius ^nrcumstanced, his Mkjesty suspended • 
Mti Fitt from his office ; and alt|io^t%h that 
Minister Was lirmly supported by five other 
iTizfer^/ who declared they would rcisign^ if their 
Chief wfts not restored to power, the King 
dismissed them all^ the jsame ddi/, • • • 

This circumstance happened duriftg thfe* 
height of the war with France, and at a time 
when, unfortunately, the King was so unwell, 
that no arrangement could be madeibr forming" 
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a new Ministry. . For two months, affairs re- 
mained in this situation, and much business was . 
su^ended ; but, owing to the well-established 
laws. and regulations of tlie kingdom, na con- 
fii^ion or disturbance of any kind took place. 

It has formerly happened, that the Kings 
have carried their authority to a great ejw^ess, 
and have attempted to govern, the realm 
witliout consulting their Parliament^ ,end even 
in opposition tq it : . in this attempt, however, 
they have always failed. But nothing of this 
kind . has - ever been apprehended during the 
reign of his present Majesty, George the Third, 
(may God preserve him !) whose mind is an 
assambjage of every ¥ii:tue5 and whos^ sole wish 
18^ tQ in^.truct^. and rendei; hi* people happy! 
rich, and good : fox this purpq^.he encourages 
the Arts and Sciences, by frequently visiting 
the colleges, and other public iQstitutions^ and 
inquiring into the progress and conduct of 
the students : he also sets his subjects a 

laudable e^^mple qf industry, by devoting his 

T 2 
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iipare time to agriculture and husbandry, 
%yithout a due attention to which, no country 
pan flourish, but must ever be dependent for 
f^od on its neighbours. 

It would be an endless task to recite all 
the praise-worthy and disinterested acts of 
his Majesty ; but haw shall we sufficiently 
appreciate the merits of a monarch, who could 
divest himself of all authority over the Judges, 
by conferring upon them their offices for life; 
thus relinquishing all those powers which 
stimulate and bias the actions of mankind^ 
whether of hope, or of fear ? 

It is for the reasoiis above stated, that for 
fortyrtwo years, which his Majesty htts been 
seated on the British throne, he has been the 
idol of his people, and that his subjects are 
ever sincerely affected by every event whidi 
gives him pain or pleasure. 

During my residence in England, I fre^ 
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qucntly attended the drawing-room, both of 
the King and of the Queen ; and, in every 
instance^ both these illustrious personages did 
me the honour of addressing me : and although 
I constantly had a gentleman with me to in- 
terpret, they condescendingly commanded that 
I should answer them; and they were even 
pleased to say, they perfectly comprehended my 
broken English. When T had the honour of 
taking leave of his Majesty, he kindly inquired 
into my wants, ordered his private treasurer to 
pay me a sum of money, and his Ministers to 
Ifumish me with letters of recommendation to his 
envoys and ambassadors at those courts whicJi 
I was likely to visit, on my route to India. 

The King dislikes pomp and finery ; there- 
fore, on his court days, there is not any grand 
display: but, when the Queen holds a court, 
the spectators are lost in amazement at the 
value and brilliancy of the diamonds, pearls, 
and every other costly ornament worn by 
the ladies, who, on this occasion, wear hoops^ 
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which extend the dress, and display the em- 
broidery, lace, &c. to the greatest advantage. 
These hoops are of a very ancient date, and 
are now n^ver worn, but at court : some of 
them are so large, that a lady cannot enter a 
door without much difficulty. The men also, on 
these occasions, wear old-fashioned and costly 
dresses, cither embroidered, or covered with lace. 

Next in rank and dignity to the King and 
Queen, is the Heir Apparent, or Prince, of 
fVales. Daring the life of his father, he seldom 
interferes in the government ; and should he die 
before the King, he is succeeded by his eldest 
son. If he has no son, the right to the crown 
devolves to, his daughter; but, in default of issue, 
it goes to the King's second son, who is, ingene^ 
red, the chief of the nobles, and commander 
of the army. By this well-regulated and syste- 
matic code of inheritance, all disputes between 
the brothers are prevented, and the blood t)f the 
subject is spared; no one daring to assert a right 
to the throne, unless duly qualified by law. 



/ 
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. On thig. subject, I once had a disajgreeable 
altercation with a gentleman in Lcxndon, whp 
.affirmed that the natives of Hindoostan we^-e 
hard-hearted, treacherousj^ and cruel ; and, in 
support of his argument, adduced the instances 
of the Emperor Aurungzebe confining his 
fether, and destroying his three brothers ; and 
of the wars between Behadur Shah and his 
brethren, I replied, that princes were not 
to be judged of by the same rules as other 
men ; that if, in England, the only alternative 
left them was a throne or a coffin, such scenes 
would often have occurred in thefr history. 

The presetit Prince of Wales is esteemed 
a gentleman of the most polished manners, 
and of the utmost liberality and benignity of 
heart. His Royal Highness's principal resi- 
dence is in the street called Pall Mall ! it is 
a superb building, and contains many fine 
rooms. I went several times to view it, and 
was particularly attracted by the apartment 
called the China Hall : this contains a number 



of qariositi^ brought from FdLin s U i!i atso 
^i^antly furnished with the litrgest ihiriiDrs^fliid 
the meet briUiant histres^ I have er^ seesu Not 
:U)e least remarkable of its curiosities^ is a 
doch^ resembling an Ethiopian won^an, whG^ 
by the motion of her eyes, points 6ut thfe 
lM)ur, 

The first time I visited Carletoti Hous6, 
the Prince, having received information of my 
intention^ was pleased to order a cold collation 
to be prepared for my refreshment ; and, in 
every instance wher^ 1 had the honour of 
meeting his Royal Highness, he always behaved 
to me with the greatest kindness and con>- 
descension. 

The persons of importance nritt to the 
Princes are the Ministers lof State: they are 
nine in number, and. by tibem all the.af&its 
of the kingdom are managed. ' The chief of 
these is the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the 
office lately held by Mr. Pitt, and now. by 



Mr. A <* > "tt . * H^ hm dicirge iSJf -tfie 'i*v6- 
imes' of it^ Btiite, Afraiiges '^^ taxt^; and 
Mperintends the principal disbursemeiits* ' He 
is considered as the ' King's deputy in the 
Honse rf Cortmohs ; and the niost difficult 
part 'of his office is, to preserve a rtiajority <)f 
the members in his interest : to effect this, he 
frequently gives to some of them appoititfnents, 
and to others titles. By these tneans, and the 
assistance ^of those persons who are attichiSd 
to him, either from principle or cohWxioft, 
he id able to withMand the attacks of his ad- 
versaries, that la, the Bx^Minisiers, tfr th6flfe 
that w&uld fbe Ministers^" Every subject thit 
is proposed in Parliament, is <^eiily discussed, 
and determined by a majority of votes t if 
therefore the Minister cannot ensure the 
greater number of voices in his favour,- it is 
impossible for him to airry on th^ bil^nesi, 
flfld he had better resign. ^ 

Mr. Pitt was enabled, by hie great abilities, 
and wonderfxil powers of per^ftioii^ to Obtain 



always aJarge m^ority ia his favour ; andmigijit 
b^ said to have governed^ for seventeen y^are, 
twith de^)otic sway. , 

By the introduction of my friends, ^ir 
W. O— d, Sir C. T— t. Sir J. M^ P. m, and 

Mr. G. J n, I had frequent opportunities flf 
being present during the ppoceedingp of- the 
Hoiise of Commons: The first time I saw this 
^ssemUy^ they reminded me of two flocks 
'p( Indian paroquets, r sittipg upon opposite 
^ntango trees, scolding at each, other; the 
Jtaotti noisy of whom were Mr. Pitt and Mr. 
iFoKC; Jn . short, during the administration of 
iMfi'-Pitt, ^11. Parliamentary proceedings were 
Ipenfectly nugatory, as, by his decided majorities, 
he:.t»uid carry any measure he proposed. It 
is no^iK>wever to. be inf^red, from this circum- 
stancep. that Parliaments are of no; utility; 
on the contrary, they are of the greatest service. 
in the first place, they regulate the taxes for 
the year ; they are a check upon all contractors 
pnd public: agents ; and restrain the Ministers 
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within proper boundsy lipon every ootiasion. 
Thus, during the indisposition of his M2^st5r, 
when many sensible persons thought • it was 
requisite that the Heir Apparent should be 
immediately appointed Regent> with extensive 
powers ; and others were of opinion, that a 
Regency should be nominated, composed \c{ 
men of the first abilities of the country^ one q{ 
whom should be the Heir Apparent ; the Parlia- 
ment, having taken into consideration th^ 
many virtues of the King, and the posaiJ)ili^ 
of his i^covery^ resolved that the Ministe» 
attd public officers should continue to eamrt 
themselves to the utmost, in the execution of 
their several duties, until the physicians should 
be able to determine on the probability of 
his Majesty's recovery ; after which, thqr would 
decide on the measures that might be requisite 
to be taken. This wise determination, had 
thie happy effect of calming the minds of the 
people; and the business of the empire was 
conducted as usual. Much to the honour of 
the Princes, none of theiii interfered during 
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the discussion of this delicate question^ but 
submitted their private opinionsi entirely to 
the \visdom of Parliament. 



The Minister next in importance to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, is the Secretary 
of State for the Foreign iDepartment: it is 
he who conducts the correspondence with 
foreign States, and transacts business with all 
the ambassadors. During my residence iit 
England, this office was most ably filled by 

Lord P m. From his lordship 1 received 

the most unbounded proofs of kindness and 
'friendship ; nor have I language to express, 
in dull prose, my gratitude to her Ladyshijp", 
for . the many favours conferred upon me. 
The third Minister, in rank, is the Secretary 
of State for the Home Department : this 

office was held by Lord C r, with whom 

I had not the honour of being acquainted. 
The fourth Minister, and who has charge of 

the War Department, was lately Mr. D s^ 

but how Lord H -t : from both of thede 
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great persons I received many favours:. These 
four Ministers are superior to all the others, 
and may be said to have the entire direction, 
or, at least, controul, over all the affairs oif 
Government. 

The fifth Minister is at the head of 
the Naval Department, and i3 called First 
Lord of the Admiralty : his powers are much 
greater than those of the Commander-in- 
chief of the land forces. This office is at 

present held by Lord St. V 1, to whom 

I have not the pleasure of being known. But 

to his predecessor. Lord Sp r, I am under 

infinite obligations, I first had the honour 
of meeting his lordship at the house of Sir 
J. B — ^ks, and, in consequence of this intro- 
duction, received frequent invitations to dine 
with his lordship. Lady S p ■ r is esteemed 
one of the most sensible and learned women 
in England. She often did me the Jbonour 
of conversing with me, and listened with 
apparent earnestness and approbation to my 
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wretched translations ai Persian poetiy^ I Her . 
Iad3r8hip porticiflariy requested, - nay . cotn^. 
nmnded me, to write an . account of.mfr. 
Travels, and to state my opinion^ oatididlyy 
of all the customs and manners of the En-^. 
glish ; and, without either fear or flattery, 
fieely to censure whatever I thought repre- 
hensible amongst them, . 

The sixth Minister is the Master General 
of the Ordnance, who has charge of all the for- 
tifications in the kingdom. This office wa* held 
by Lord C s , whose, kindne^ to.m!^,: 

both in India and in Ireland, I have Jt^efore; 
related. - 

The seventh Minister is the President ^t)f: 
the. Board of Controul : he. it is whp directs; 
the afikirs, and guides the reins, of theJElastr^ 
India 0>mpany. On my first arrival in Bng«. 
land, this office was held by Mr. D . ■■■■ ^3 ^ but/ 

latterly was intrusted to Lord D th. Mi^ 

lordship is descended fit>m a very ancient aiuL. 
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noble family, and, possesses a highly-cultivated 
understanding. I became acquainted with 
his lordship through the introduction of my^ 
friend Lord P-^ — ^m^. and received many solid 
proofs of his lordship's esteem. At his house 
I frequently met with several of the Directors- 
of the East-India Company, ' who, although 
the Masters of the Governors of India^, were 
invariably seated below me at table. 

His lordship wished to have deputed m^ 
as Ambassador to the King of Persia, and to 
Zeman Shah. The route he proposed to send 
me was, by Constantinople and the Black Sea, 
to Khuarizm ; whence I was to travel io 
Taheran ; and, having settled the business at 
that court, to proceed to Gabd^ ' and thence, 
through the Punjab, &c. to CaJditta. I must 
confess I was al^rmedat the length and dangers 
of the journey, and requested his lordship 
would permit me first to^ return to India ; 
whence, after having seen,* and properly settled 
my family, X could, without difficulty, proceed 
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to !Cal)ul3 and thence, if i;e(ji|i3iite^.itp^JPQ¥fiH^ 
To this p}an hi^ k>r4$hip acceded}, <9f2d when 
I was leaving England, he gave po^ l^U§S^ of 
recommendation to the Grovernor-geaerjil of 
Indi^; desiring, him, in the first u\9t£mce, to 
recover for me the iapiount of my pension^ 
\yhich, through the inti;igjiei» of my en^amie^ 
at Lucknow^ had hee^n stppt fpr so i^^y y^ar-*-; 
and then to send "(je tP Cabiil, wijh ppiwer^ tp, 
remain (if agreeable to the Shah) as the East- 
India Company'^ representative at that cpiji^. 

The eighth Minister ji? ,the ^J^PTd JHigfe 
Chancellor: he ]s suprepie. pv^r th^JL^^. 
t)epartm^nt, and possesses e^tensiye P9?y:?rsr ,: 

Th^se eigl^jL ^(Iifijsl^§ a|^^en^ 1jhe,,JS^ 
c^very day, and . Jay before Juj[p the f^ate ,of 
affairs in th^ir resp^jtivi^ departoientsi, apd 
ohtain his M^si^ty's signature to such papeva 
as require it. They then ddihwate, cplr 
lectively^ with the King, on apy subject Jii^ 
is to be laid before Parliament, jand, havis^ 
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fWringed the plaiii give it to the Chancellor ot 
the 'Exeheqiier, who carries it to the ttoiise 
•bf iC(Mdimotts^ for their disctidsidn. * ' 

- - llid itinth Minister is the Archbishop of 
CdAteifaury. He is next in rank to t\>e 
Wrm&iB : It is he who takes oogni^attcie of every 
thiilg beldhging to YeRgion, atid is the Kirig*s 
ixJimseHtor m all ^iriiual affahi. Immeicliafely 
in subjection t6 tHe aifchbishop/are the bistiops, 
or pHitetes^of 'the Church, each of whbih pos- 
sesses ecclesiastical authority over a certain 
diiatHct, «ttti s^Jjefinfends the ccihduct of the 
dtt-^yftieih, or per^ii^ oi^hed for perlbf inirig 
the public -fuht^ibns'a^ '6{ their 

religion. It is requisite to explain, to Moham- 
KMxtins, th^t; iti Eifigland/Xa^ ' afid' lleligion 
are distindt braiibhes, kndf' that the' duty of 
a dergi^ian is limited to watching over the 
imbttt! aiid spifitukf conduct ^oJF Tfiis *flock, to 
buiying^tfie dfefad^'^isitih^ ^he dying, uniting 
^fewons ' m rtmrriage, anii chHjitening child- 
ren ;*• for^ accordnrg to ^ their tenets, children 

VOI<. I. u 
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^e born. without any religion,- and, until they 
have been christened, are not admitted into the 
pale of the Church. In recompence for their 
trouble, the clergy are entitled to a tenth of 
the produce of the Jand, yvhether of the vege- 
table or animal kind. For this pairpose, England 
is dividie4 into an immense number of parishe5> 
^n each of which there is p. church, built at 
the public expanse j and ,to each -of thesi^ 
churches are attached ^ priest ain4 deputy, 
who, on ^ every Sunday, and j other hflliday?> 
read, prayers, preach .to theyr congypg^tic^ 
and . perform the other c^pemoni^ )\^fi^ 
mentioned. A .certain number of Jiiese.^)?^ 
rishes constitujte ^ dioces^, to^^hpf -yrhjplji 

one of the bishops, is attached, who, ij(;i,.A45 
dition to the duties before ?tated^ h^j^t^e 
power of ordaining and dismissing clergymen* 
The bishops are addressed as Lords, ancj 
have seats in the House of Peers, but §f^= 
dom interfere, unless spiritual .aiFa^rs ^i;e 
discussed. When a bishop dies, the King^ b^ 
the advice of his Minister, ^elects one q^ 
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the most worthy clergjnhen to supply his 
j>lace. • ' 

: . * * ". • . • - . 

( 

I had the good fortune to be intimately 

acquainted with the Bishop of L ri : ,he was 

a sensible and philosophic man, and took much 
jdeASufe in disputing with me on points of 
Religion. I one day had a controversy with him 
respecting our Prophet Mohammed, and in- 
sisted that his coming had been foretold by the 
holy Messiah, in the original New Testament. 
He positively defied the premises, but agreed 
to examine the book, and give me further in- 
formation in a week. On the day appointed 
i waited on him, and he produced a very ancient 
Greek version of the Testament, in which he 
COTididly acknowledged that he had discovered 
the Vjsrse I alluded to, but said he supposed it 
might have been interpolated by some of the 
renegadoes of Constantinople, long a;fter the 
preaching of Mohammed. I replied, that as 
Abpies of the New Testament were in the hands 

6f every person at that time, it was impossibly 

U 2^ 



any ipterpcdation could baAre taken pW^. with« 
out having been noticed by some of the '«^ 
temporary historians or writers* But, inde* 
pendently of that circumstance, it i3 a wdl- 
aultjienticated fact, .that Mohammed himself 
had declared, to the Christians, he was, the 
Ahmed (Paraclete) promised by Jesus Christ, 
and quoted to them the passage in the Evan- 
gelists } that the Christians did not then object 
to. the vefse, but merely denied that he yn^ 
the Comforter so promised, and that they 
should look &)r another. This was sufficient 
evidence to prove that th^ ab<?ve passage, was 
in the original^ and not an inteipolation. Thfs 
bishop laughed, and ^said/ he supposed I., was 
eoxne tp Engl«»d. to convert the people, tp 
lyjohammedanism, ai:^! to^inake them forsake 
the religion of th^r fpref^thers- - . . 



I dw had the honour of being kjoown tQ 

the Lord BiaJv^p of D- — m,. who was a. man 

of great liberality and extensive diajrity. H^ 

t^-equently invited me to his bouse ; and marked 
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hfe ftttetition, by always asking some of the 
gtotlemen who understood Persian to meet 
me. During the year of great scarcity in 
]&[ig!and, he daily fed a thousand poor people^ 
at his private expense. Hence may be formed 
tome idea of the incomes and charity of En- 
glish bishops. 

' In my account of the duties of his Majesty's 
Ministers, having mentioned the Parlicment^ 
it beooities requisite to explain the meaning 
df the terirtii Parliament, properly, means ah 
tfiiiemblage^of the three estates; viz. the Kingj 
£^[)^s, and Commons ; but is generally applied 
Ito'the two tetter. The Lords have a particular 
apartment, ^here they assemble, and deliberate 
oh' the business which has passed the House 
of Commons ; and which, if they disapprove, 
becomes nugatory. It is in the House of Lords 
-that the Parliament assembles, on the first 
^ittd last days of the session. On these occa- 
*i6ns, the King goes to the house in great 
state, attended by all the public officers, in 



2^4 . •THE TRAVELS' OF " '- 

theii* i'obes and insignia of bfficfe. I once hW 
an opportunity of being present hi this intelN 
esting scene. I was introduced intd tlfe house 

by my friend Mr. B ^t ; but had it hot been 

for the kind attention of the Duke of <3 — ~-t, 
the King^s brother, I should have seen little of 
the ceremony. His Royal Highness observed 
me soon after I entered the house, and sent 
one of the attendants to procure me a stet 
near the throne. In this situation, I not only 
saw the King enter and go out, but also heard 
distinctly every word that he addressed to the 
Bishops, the Lords, and the Coriraiphfe. In 
the course of . my life, I liave never' witnessed 
so p^nd or so impressive a ^otjieA The King 
was seated upon a superb atid elevated throne, 
over which was erected a stately canopy ^-^ On 
his Majesty's right hatid sat the Heir Apparent, 
and on his left the other Princes, according to 
seniority, upon chairs of yellow velvet embroi- 
dered with gold. Near to these were placed 
a number of forms, covered with broad-cloth, 
for tiie King's favourites, or more, distant re- 
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latives, and for the wives of the noblemeot 
On the right of the throne, but below the 
Heir Apparent, stood the. Foreign Prin^::^. aa^ 
Ambassadors. The sword of state was borne 
by Lord Sp— — r, and the cap of Liberty by 

liord Win ry : these two noblemen .were 

close in front of his Majesty. Sir P-r B ^1, 

now Lord G r, presided, as Lord High 

Chamberlain, over all the ceremonies. The 
Lords were seated to the right and left^ in a 
line. with the Princes ; and the Commons wpre 
arranged^ in due order, c^posite the thrqn^ 
His Majesty's speech was listened to with the 
utmost silence and respect ; immediately afjtfr 
which the King withdrew. As I was eng^g^ 
to dine with ,a person of rank, I .endeiavoured 
to makemy escape from the. hoiise .as soon as 
possible^.but in vain; fpr the crowd was so great, 
that the hour of dinner was p^t befpre I could 
get free ; and I was obliged to make many apo- 
logies to my host for my seeming inattention. 

Among the hereditary nobility of England, 



theie; i^0 iseveraL: d^^Dees of rwk, >e»jy\iikfh^ 
Marquis^ JSarl^Baroa, and Viacount; ahhoi^^f 
i$^ia assembled in the House ef Lords, theath 
pneragEti¥i^s acid duties appear exactly th0>8ame.' 

f The title nat in rank to Princey «is Duke, 
Several of these Dukes are the KingV sons ; 
4nd his present Majesty has made it a rule^ 
not to raise any person^ but his own tdattoas^ 
to that dignity. The families and titles of. 
H^ny of &ese Dukes^^ and of some o£ the Earls^ 
ane of very ancient date. Thdy originally tot^ 
tiieir titles from their estates, or from tothis 
diependent on them. Their ^possessions are very 
great; and several of them havdrinomies eqi;iat 
to the allowance of 4he Kin^^< ' Their property^ 
eontrary to the ^general' custom'^ of -Etiglandj 
is not divided amtH^ the^childoen^ bilt goes to 
the eldest £K>n. By this m^nsy the wealth and 
influence pf the family remaiastatidmary; and; 
as they are abvays generous and liberal to 
their tenants, they acquire such a host. of 
dependants, thftt the Government, has, had frer 
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queanft bcGasioiis to be jealous or > distrustful ofi 
them. Thus^ some years ago^ a brodier of tt^ 
Duke of L' r rebelled in Ireland jagaini^ 
the King^ and, having been jcaned by a gi^t 
number of the Irish, very nearly efiected a 
revplutietn in that kjlngdom. At lengthy how- 
ever, by the great wisdom and military abilities 
of Lord C' — — ^s, the rebeb were vanquished; 
atid Lord F ■ d wis taken prisoner. ' • ^ 

' I had the honour of being acquainted with 
seiferalitrf 'these- Dbkes. From the late Duke 
ofB ■ * d'l eiqjOTenoed mubh civiKty : he^s^ 
m amiable man, and dC a most prepossessing 
appearance; He was micc0eded by his brother^ 
who, r undefatand,^^ iiiherifts^ nwaiy of his vir* 
tues. The Duke -of D-»****r^e, who married a 
sister of LordSpt^^*^*-r,Mmvitcd'me several times 
to his house; < and his Diicheks, who is oneof 
the most delightful women in En^and, pisd 
me the greatest attention. Ilieir daughter^ 
E^ady Qeorgiana, surpasses m beaUty and ele- 
gance, the boasted nymphs of China <^ Tartary^ 



and her voioe thrills to the soul^ iike the etixir 
of life. ''i. 

VERSE. 

Since the Sphere commenced its revolutions, it hais 
not beheld such a Star 3 ^ -^ 

And since the Earth began to produce, it has. not 
yielded so fair a flower, as Georgiana, lovely 
daughter of the Duke and Duchess of D-"* — re. 

His Grace has, for many years past, been 
io the habit of givuig, annually, an entertain- 
ignent to all his acquaintances, at Chiswick 
House. I had the honour of being present at 
0^ of these entertainments ; when the Du- 
cjiess,' taking into consideration my forlorn 
situation, amoi^ such a crowd of great people^ 
to most of whom I was a stranger, kindly ap-^ 
pointed Lady E ■ ■ t h F — >. — r, one of her 
intimate friends, to be my Mehmandar during 
the day. Her ladyship, according to the-En- 
^ish custom, immediately put her arm under 
2»ine, and led me, through bowers x)f roses and 
Walks of jessamine, over all the gardens. She 
then conducted me to the concert and ball 
rooms. It so happened, that, as we were about 
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to enter a door, we met the P~« of W---^ 
I immediately drew back, to make way for his 
R — 1 H s, and consequently kept her lady- 
ship back ; but the P — e, with all that polite- 
ness which distinguishes his character, retreated, 
and made a sign to me to advance. I was quite 

lost in amazement ;. but Lady E th laughed, 

and said, " His R — 1 H s would not for 

^' the world take precedence of any lady : and 
*' as my arm was under yours, he would by 
" HO means allow that we should separate, to 
^' make way for him." From this circumstance, 
some idea of the gallantry of the English to^ 
wards ladies may be formed. When the corn** 
pany sat down to breakfast, I had the honour of 
being placed at the same table with the P^^-e. 

Previous to breaking. up, the Duchess prot 
sented me her ticket for the Opera i, of that 
evening- I at first declined accepting it, sayings 
it would be so late before I got home, that 
1 should not have time to dress before the 
Opera commenced. The Duke of G r. 
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bPdtiiei* X)f the fc— gi who ^wa«- at the ssihie 
t^blie^' overheard me, and said ray excuse was 
ndt a Sufficient. one; that he meant to be there^ 
lAd * hoped to have the pleasure of aeeing me^ 

Jiady Err th F — — r. Lady H . ■ y ^ and Lady 

Georgian^ also said that they should be at the 
Opera at eight o'clock, and if I did aaot Ineet 
them, they would severely fine rtie. I therefore 
promised to attend ; and,^ after having arrived 
at home, I quickly changed my dress, and pro- 
ceeded to the Opera House. I found the Duke 
was there before me, and waiting impatiently 
for the ladies. He sat with me for an hour ; 
and, as they did not make their appearaOLce, he 
was irritated, and went away, but desired me 
to scold them, should they arrive. When the 
Opera was nearly finished, the ladies came in. 
I taxed them, both on the Duke's and my own 
aoQount, with, thw breach of promise. They 
made me one of those trifling and improba- 
ble excuses, which so become the fe^inating 
mouth of an English beauty : *^ That the crowd 
*^ of coaches was so great at the gates of 
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'^ Chiswick House, they cotrid not' get iwiray 
" sooner,'' I recollected some verses of a Per- 
sian Ode, which I thought applicable to the 
case, and spoke them, as if extemporary. They 
insisted upon my giving them a translation^ 
which I complied with ; and the verses were 
handed about to all their acquaintances. They 
were nearly as follow. 

EXTEMPORARY ODE. 

Although no person ever experienced the truth of 

your promises. 
Vet are we ever deceived by those eloquent and 
. i 'ruby lipiB. '*• 

Sin agaiinst me, as much as you please: you riee^ 
^ not ask fotgiveness f . , /; 

IJor I am your slave^ and shall pay implicit obe-^ 
dience to your wishes* 

Fear not to enter th^ ranks, at the day of judgment, 

unveiled; 
For, should some of your murdered lovers iiematiii 

retribution, . <j 

, The Angels, ordered to drive you from Paradise, 
captivated by your looks, 
Will offer themselves, as an atonement for your 
J' . errors; 



/That eaniages round the gate&of. Ohiswicdc Uotis^ 

prevented your coming, is not probable : . 

Say rather, the crowd of those, smitten by your 

vV ' * 'thfemw^ detained you. ■ , ,' ;/ M 

Such was my desire of your presence^ that I no- 
ticed not the passing scene : 
, Now jrou are come, the sound of ypur voicf; ba- 
nishes all my anxiety. 

As long as Abu Taleb can behold your charming 

countenance, 
He will not sigh for the bowers of the garden of 
, Eden. . , 



The Duke of N— -d is said to possess 

the greatest riches, and most extensive property, 
in the kingdom. At. the request q£, my friead' 

Miss B ^1, and the Duchess^v of i H*-^^^r**iiy: 

I received an invitation to visit} l^onHomb'^ 
but as his Grace did not coiidescend to p^ 
me that attention I had received froni <^eif 
Boblemen> I gratified my ^ouriofeity^ at the esc-- 
pense of my finer feelings. - ' * 

The Dukes of N -k, R — -d, G-^— n, 

&c, are all descended from ancient and nobfe^ 
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iamilies, who have long possessed this title ; 
for since the commencement of the present 
reign, but one person, except the Royal, family, 
has been promoted to that dignity^. 

The King's sbns^ during their infancy, arc 
all called Princes ; but, as they arrive at the 
age of manhood, are created Dukes. There are 
seven of them, all pleasing^ unaffected men. 
They associate with the nobility, and do not 
assume any superiority in company, but enter, 
without fastidiousness, into all the amusements 
that are. going forward.^--Thus the Duke cf 
G- - ■ ■' » . r, who poss^sed-a lively disposition, and . 
much ready wit,., frequently jested the yourig 
Uidies> i ta rojr presence, on; their attachment t(> 
mej and their jealousy . of each other . on that « 
account. Thi^ had always the effect of making 
th^ company, laugh, ..end pf exgiting goodi 
humour. 

\ The next persons in rank to the Lords are 
the Members of the House pf Commons. 



Their number is above three hundred and fifty. 
Two of them are elected by the inhabitants 
of every town in the kingdom, to be their 
agents or representatives in Farliam^nt. They 
are, in general, men of very superior abilities 
«»d GonsicfenMe prt>perty^ For !|even moifrtJis 
ia the 3^ear they remain in London, :and attend 
#ve dajFS in the we^k at the Parliament House. 
Some oi their, duties have been be£^re: de- 
«aibed ;' but when their attontionr is not taken 
Up' mth> great political subjects, they enJI^oy 
themselves in considering the internal r^bla- 
tions, and plans for improving the state of the 
iQdimtry, and, infiiCt,,tak»jQogniiuttieewFeviBi^ 
ifhing ^uit is going. jbnMiHcL: j£vti» 4h0 ion 

iteiiomefit t;-^^r'thi^€hrii4iali^o^^ 4o^th« 
wj^1^m% 6£ Xhe^ JemB^mAM dd 

iMt ackndwkdge^ to hav^-i^ieoet^.^hy^ brt^ 
respeeting ^em/H>ra/ matters from Heavto,' but 
take upon themselves to make such regulatkm^ 
as the exigencies of the times require. ■^■^■' 
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; CHAP: XVI. 

Description <jf the Ectst-india Company. Of-Ae 
• Board qf GontrouL Of the Lord Mayor of 
'■ Jjimdon'^^tkis nature and extent of his jimth 
dittmf^-^Procession to fVestmirtater and GtdUt^ 
Hall. The Author is invited to the^ Lord 
Mayors Feast — account thereof j^fnecdote of 
Miss C — be. 

Xk political ' import^ce^ the East-India Gom-^ 
pany ratiks fidkt td the House of Cominons«> It 
is well understtoodi' by every person possessing 
cdnimcm infbnnation^ that ^ Company* meaxA 
an adsodatton o( fflerdbauts^ or other persons^ 
who subscriber certain sum of money, for the 
purpose of ^carrying on trade, or any other ex- 
tensive conoem, which exceeds the capital of 
an individual. Such was the origin of the 
East'India Company. 

VOL. I. X 



, . It 19 little more thap a, J^uud^d. gf'/ear§. js^npe 
the Cpoipany obtaineid their regular tCh^j,t^^ 
granting to them the entire monopoly of , the 
trade with India and China. Their capital 
at that time was about three crores of rupees 
(^. 3^000^009), divided- into shares of 4*. 1099 
poundjs eaqji, but h^s 3ince been incre^ed tP 
double that amount ; and, in consequence, of 
Iheii: ei^tensiv^ conquests in India, the value 
of. each share is now worth nearly twicp the 
original subscription. , ^ .,..*.. 

The affairs of the Compajiy ^re mmiaged 
by tweaty-foijr Pirectpr^j six ojjf ^q^j^o o^j^^^ 
of office every ye^r^ jn rot^tio^i, ^^jsix.^thpr^ 
lyre appointed in th^ir ropqni.'They^ are elected 
by tHoiSe proprietors, jvhp posses^ a full ^share 
pf.5^. loop stock. The Pire^iors annuall^.^^[^ 
two of the most intelligent of their gwn bodjr 
to be4heir President and Vice-President, who 
are called Chairman and Deputjf Chairman f^^nd 
these two gentlemen may l^e^said to represent 
the Company ; as^ although they occasionally call 



on the 'other Krectofs to assidt them with their 
advic^^ they have in general determined oft the 
measure before they propose it to the Court: 
It is evident, that tp fill such a situation with 
propriety, requires a person of very sujperior 
understanding, and well conversant in all "tinds 
of business, and that therefore only a few o^ 
the Directors can aspire to this honour : some 
of them never attain to the dignity, and others 
are sometimes eliected several years successively. 
The Directors most esteem^ for their abilities, 
during my residence in England, and to whom 
the^criKce of Chmrman had generally fallen, 

were, Mr. ft. I^ — s, D. l>-^t, S, L ^n, and 

C. G^— t"l I hid the honour of being known to 
^11 these gentlemen ; but had little acquaintance 
with any o^ the other Directors, except Sir 

T. M-*— — e, and IVlr. P ^n, who has lately 

been elected. 

TRie proprietors of fiast-India stock are 

of all ranks and professions ; and some of them 

aresuch low people, that they do not presume 
X 2 



fl^Oa r^yVMm :TS»A[VE1^ 9X1(1/1: 

bovjdit in tke>^:presenoe;ie£ ithek 6x9m.depiai^: 
They attend twide a year at the Indtai; Houses 
to ;fleceivertbeir dividends, or to giycftheir votes^ 
when called ;oiiy' for the election; of a ntew 
Dfl'ector. .They have nothing, further' to da 
vwth tliB business of the Compapya.. -- . : uso ; 
hi:.-^; V..-' "..,,.-<• ;• ■ • . ^ /. .J' i'^ j>^ 
- The ilndia^ House is a very eaiensnne and 
mpeih building, and 4»ntain^ an imrnease nuR>r, 
berkif apartments^ for all the public offices. 
It is- "^tuated 'in the city, and^ iiicluding thig 
warehoHses^ is not less than a imile in circumr 
ference- Here all the business df Ihe.Gomflaay 
is transacted. The Chairman and his Deputy 
iM)(t€nd every day in ithsv^week^ exjaeptSurtday ; 
ahd the other i Diit^ctbrsJa^sembLGrionee; i Iswica, 
x^t threeo' times .'in(;the Aveek>'!aeciordai^/tot the 
^qciantity 'and } natm%t ^of the bwiness 1 .tfasH;; ■ is 
'tratidiicting. ^ . • ;■? -j'. ■•l:.-'-u;;;> h- -O ' 

> < i lit conseCjt^^^^ ofltheisuppo^jmisoofidtict, 
or negiect,'of ithe Company^, or their QovernohS, 
abroad^ Ws Majesty's, JVIinifi*erir/tail^^ yesaas 



ago^odeemed' it advisable to* Qireate a; Meard 
cf ..Cbntrouif^ to superiiitend = and idirect/ *hB 
affairs of the CprDpany^ This Board is: iiunested 
with great powers, said^ fnequendy ef^iosecr jthe 
iBeasui!cs»i : jof . th0 . Directois : it ^xaimoes:. idl 
their accounts^; and ^on troula aUtii^iffrcatli^ 
spondence. The Company cannot now send 
Qittt any ocder tDT- letter totheit Governoirt^ un- 
kss^jisaaetioned by this Board; ;;endi:ii»>4be 
PvQfiii^ni iSialwa^jTSone q£ hi8)M(^ty*s Mmii 
.sters>;,no step of import^Q^ce cant be .ibakeu^ of- 
any new measure adopted^ without beittg ktipwa 
'^*X|iove]fnm^nt; ^.c://ji' '•../•■., f,,-.; ,>.:, -xv I. ... r.-. -:;■-»' 

; ^i-tJti^'^evierthel^ > waiMime?!. happena^iithat 
,l»easuitesjiSQntikknfi8d::.bolh^by^^t^^ H^fi^ 

tiM:t<^$Aiid:th&BQiard'of Oontreuia^^ 
londer^h&eogatitaiioa of Padttameii^tiijThwI^oirit 

Cr rs depriving the heir of the: Nabob 

of th^ Camatic of his powers, and the assump-r 
iiomfoS 'pa0Ux)f << tiia* territory o£ Qiide by Lord 
Wyrn^yyi hfflrfc beei^:seKeKdytatiimadYerteQL oil, 
r]90ft](i ^ the li<»i^.of/JU>i^aj9QdVof Cbniizicmir.i: 



nor id it yet l&nowQ bow the busisifiSs^wriU ^^ 
decided... •'■ :■. ■. i -^ : r-'s-'V 

- When I first arrived in.Ehgiand, several oC 
the Directors imagined that I had been sent^ 
as ar^agenty by some of the Prineesof Indi% 
tx> oomplain against their servantsi They vi^ere 
therefore^ for some time^ very distrustfiil^ and 
HBserved ia their ccmduct > but after they wenti 
eonvinced ' of their error, they reeeimd nfef 
kkidly, and paid me much attention. « ^ > -/^ v 

I imve befisre mentioned^ that ^-LondoiT' iff 
eemposed of three toWhs; viaa. the Cifcjr, iWest- 
ininBter, ;and the JSordugfaL ^ Tlie ifbormer ^as> 
many yeaii^ ago^ aiwafieciorfdrtififeditovrn; >m: 
the rendence iof JtheT^nci|i£)i merchants isL 
Engknd ; ! and is atUI igovemed^ by ^a ^psbrticmlar 
jurisd^tion of its *Wni«' -The ruler or; govern 
nenrcf the ohy is called the Lord Mayor: he 
ia endowed iwithigveat aathonty^ and^govema 
bia own dominions .as a sovereign. ■■■ If ;I haivis 
bee&vightly informed^, the eouM^6$aiiDi!t oitkm 



cky IB nesEEriy as folkiws<. Every pek-^oa who hose 
served his regular apprenticeshi|), or pctesttsefe 
certain property within the walls, is a freeman 
of the city. At stated peri^xfe, the-ffiB^en 
elect a nnmber of ' persons, to be the orgiah oh 
ohaniiel of their opinions, who are called irfliW]^ 
men. : • tifiose select twenty-four of their ■ oambeit 
to be Aldermen, who fa£>ld' their situatioii -fel^ 
lifey^^nd each of whom is magistrate of fi 
particular ward or district of the city : ^'(ia 
answerable for its police, and has the pbiB^ 
of calling any number of the Livery, or free- 
men of his ward to; his assistafioe, eithelr to 
consist them^bt to queHraity distuibance; : A* 
bis tribunal ^illtki petty. dispUter of the diBtriot 
aie ai^iistW.: VODhe nko(fe©fi electing die Lovd 
Mayor ia this : On * partiriilair' day >ii:}^;th6 year; 
all ; the liivery*^enr-)ass^infete'. in i- 'fairgfe^bMildl 
ing, calked tllie^ GdikmonvJiaU;i \^heie>ji^a9ing 
oahvassod ^e me^its^^ i^f ^' Mie ) f AUersMr^' ^hajr 
select the iiaipeB of two; > and i^nd ^theni up to 
theCaurt of* Aldermen, whickis then sittings 
vAbiare:iob%ai:to dlrtcti<Mic^ibfi ijbi&!p«i«M>nA 



' :cTh«: Jjond Mayor ij/the chief . m^gisttete ? 
oCk:thft cityj.and presides .daily. ia a. court o£ 

afiid<|L gi:wt number of ofiicers, under him. H^t 
is^t.^kiWPdift. superb palace to reside iu^ rand:: 
ha&. jh^niW5ftt)©r; of hor^es^ servants^ &c. fcppt ^t. . 
hipi, ,^ the public expensie. One o[ , hi^ pr^rf^ 
g^iyp^ is, that no. body of soldiers or .^rra€j^;. 
mpxi. shall ;pass tjirpugji-^.tjbe fiity, witho^t;hi«^ 
permission;, jmd iaJlhpughi. ,his;^l)9U)}(bri^ apfg^ 
diyided Jfroiri. We^toinsjtj^r, ^qr th|^ MjiM^ TP^h^ 
^^;f te .fJ?..^'4 S?feYM?..il|is.3]^^^y-,nqyg^^^ 
enters the city without giving inforqa^JtipnjtQj. 
the Lord Mayor, who, on all occasions of state 

"Hikes ,.a^.^9JJe^^^3f^^^^ (^y,,:. )f^Q. 

:...T,he annu^ election, ;oCi(tb€ ^liotd.MAjtDft* 



is'^^lebrarted^ ^b}i^ the^ inhabitanU t^ tbe^Jdil^ 
with as much pomp and rejoioihg^^^-fe'^oM* 
served in Westminster on the anniversary of 
theKtx)g*sbirth^y^»' At noon, theLoi^dMe^or^ 
dressed in his robes of state^ and attended^ ^b]^ 
all the city officers, embarks in a number Jtjf 
splendid- boats prepared for the pur{>Dse^ -iancl 
proceeds up the river, to the^ great hall ^^f 
justice, at Westminster^ where hitvln^'tak^*' 
the oaths of oflfke, he Teturttf^^n the isartitt'^' 
state to the city; and jlftfei'' h*ring lahded;^^ 
he enters his «tiite coach^ driatm by six Kbrse^i^* 
and is cdriveyied lb GtHWhdl, where i ditl-^^ 
ner is jMiepared' ' for* ftitir ' t^^^ 6f tihltr^ 

mtost respeot^e itihsalbitiafati of Loildon, at 
bdth'-sexesi' ^''^^ >^-^'^'^ '^'•■^' '«- v- ' .i.^ :.':o^ 

- Some^months after trfy^ larfival in England, 
Alderm^to O^be w^ feleftidd LoM'Maybr, arid*' 
did itie the' honour of iifviting'trie to his- dinner.^ ' 
As soon as I alightied ait the dobr, fifty of hiS • 
lordship's attendants, with spears and maces 
inctheir bands, ^lame to'iheet rte, and a'band 
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aiiinmi^ at the same time ^Jbmi^c^ ^yihg^ 
(iwaa^th^i; conducted^ with^eat^cereaiKflwy^iito 
tfaet^DGim where, his lordship was fitting ^th 
9tfitenai of the King^s -^Ministers land . otbei^ 

On my entering the apartment, the I/orit 
Mayor took me by the hand, and, having 
kiq0i]re^'^t^pec4ing my health, introduced me 
fo tbis ^dyrM^cess, who was dressed as fin© 
a^^a Qfee©; trtid Seated with great pomp* on ^ a 
^laperb^ SG^. ^ Although it is not customary; o^^ 
these bce^icms^ for tfce Lady Mftyoress to M- 
turHJt^ safhjtatioft of any persbn, :yfet> in-com- 
pliment do-me ctgift^fopeig^fer, 1iJ*^fed;j^ship i^os^ 
fromilser^fiit-^^^"-^^- "'J ...^ 'i-- i- ;:.;.-: .^^^.i; j-Jj-j 

:ii^fth<i^ ^lim.hikifig ^fe^n^; sa*5id«w«[^^{ the 
Lead 'MSufof^^h ^ to6fc*fl^^ hindvi antf ^edfthtf 
to a table which was raised a step^twty^jftCW'8 
the others. He then placed me opposite hinv- 
self, that-h^<rfi^ht- h^v^ feri- o|jp©i4itrfty of 
attending^^ to nljg.' 2 *Mm loriMiipr':^ mv ^» 'iM 
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right ;0| the Lady Mayoress,; and on hia.ijgbt 
band were seated Lord G v ' >>y » Lotxl S p* >m '' ^ j 
JjypA N^^-'-'^-n^ and several otbsr .nobkimeili 
Q|Ei the left of her ladydiip were placed the 
late Mayor, and his family. The remainder 
of the company at this table consisted of the 
Judges^ Aldermen^ &c« 

The: table was covered with a profUakm. of 
delicious viands, fruits, winea^&c* Allthedi^en 
and pJates were of embossed silver; aiid thu 
greater number of the goblets and cups, and tha 
candlesticks, were g£ burnished gold. In the 
course of my life, I have never seen such a 
display of wealth and grandeur. The' other 
tables, also, appeared to be plentifully and ele^ 
gantly served ; and, if I could judge from 
the fipparent Wppiness of the people at them, 
th^y were equally pleas^ with* their entertain-^ 
Av^as.D^yself.^ 

„ . Alierd]W^> the heaUh^f the Lord aiKl Lady 
Mayoufst.were^drwk, witli greal^ acclai^tioHS i 
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ffiand'-iiMiy 'the victory of^ the Nile lte>Jevei 
k^^^remembered V was dranik with dot^ i9pd 

|4ttllSeJ'--f •• '/, .-■■»■ . J.^.i?'.;.-;!:: 

*>*♦''• ;' ^ '.. = ..' .■ _.• ■ - •.••.■.•. » . i /.'■ .. n .^; '..I'W 

When the whole of this . eomp^ny^ corf- 
mthig of. several thousand persons, stood 
npi * &ndi iiaviBg* filled their glasses, ptx^lalmed 
the to6it With lood^ hn^tas^ it - iramediiitely 
teiealled to my mind the versei^f our P6el 

^XotDe>fiii .the -gpbteU ^i^tb wiae. ! i^^od l«*:Uf^4r§^ 
.i^ ; ., t^ vtuU qf.thp^^lj^yen} yfi^^ 

-l4(Qt w?>pv^rtujrn4il>e^ plTi^^^^^^ 

• A^ ittkfty df the'^rsoiis y(/)^yttTt %toted« 
the loWiSr end of the room cbtiW'ii6*-*eei'WB6 
were at theuppej-table, a short iimfe ^pi*eti6iis 
fe the ladies* qtitfttifig 4he rbrrtpahy, ^ pefitJbti 
was sent to the Ix)i^Ma)iW, 'to reqifeei^t^ 
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e^mexkty x&Sefcted that they^ might dar.^so^f^Glii 
oooseqncince ;Of this permission;, :the)( tiivW^d 
themselves into small parties, and walked i^uOd 
the table. When they came opposite to. Lord 
N^r— n, oc me, J;he men stooped theirtheadsj 
^nd the^women be^t their kneesy (such beii^ 
thftiEnglish manner of salutation)* Thi^fnark 
pf Xtw^pwt: they thought d^e taLord ]&f- — ^r^ 
for the; victory of, the, Nile ; and to me,>4jr>n^y 
supposed high rank. This ceremony took>ci|Lp 
nearly an hour; after which the Lord Mayor 
presented Lord N*^ ' ■ n ^ in the name of the 
city, witit dn 'd^^aht scimliar, the hilt of which 
was litudded with diaiftmids, 'ks ^testjnfiony^of 
their gratitude for his dlstihguished services. 
His lordsHip> having buckled on the sword^ 
stopdjup, andm^fie aj^gj^eoh tp t}ie LordlVIayor 
^drto.thje cqqipany^ assuring them, ttjatx with 
thp weapon )ie had npw beep invested, and, the 
ppofioQtion pf ..the. Almighty, • he- wouid'cljasti^ 
^i^ ^ul4H^-jaU> theii: ei)emie8j 4 : f . - r , • .. 
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'• .T1ri« interesting scene beirtg finisheai'^f 
tlKM^^t it was time to retire, and went up to 
fife Lord Mayor to take leave. Hiij lordship^ 
however, seized me by the hand, and led me 
up stairs to a superb apartment, where we 
jbmsd the Lady Mayoress, and niearly five hun* 
dred other ladies, richly dressed, some of whom 
MSfur^ as beautiful as the Houries of Paradise, 
wasting our appearance, before they commenced 
diHieing. As feW roioms in the world would 
liacv^-held such an assemblage of people, if 
furnished in the usual manner, this kpartment 
was fitted up with long ranges of seats rising 
abbvfe each other, (resembling the stone steps 
of a large tank or reservoir in Indiay) which 
were continued all r6und the room, for the use 
of the spectators, leaving but a moderate space/ 
jn the middle for the dancers: 

When we had been seated a short time> 
twelve or fifteen of the principal young meii 
present were permitted to enter the circfe, and 
to choose their partners. After they had gone 
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do\\u[i the dance, they were relievedt by aii ^ual 
niiiipber of others ; and in this manner the hall 
was kept up till day-light ; and the SuDj^b^ 
ri^en ere I reached home, . 

This was. one of the most delightful night* 
I ever passed in my life ; as, independent of 
every luxury my heart could wish, I had an 
opportunity of gazing all the time on the an-* 
gelic charms of Miss C — ^be, who sat in that 
assemblage of Beauties, like the bright Mooni 
surrounded with brillif^nt stars. 

After what I have said, it may be unneces- 
sary to repeat, that this young lady is one of 
the greatest beauties in London. One evening, 
I met her, by chance, at a masquerade ; and, 
as the weather was warm, she wore only a short 
veil, which descended no lower than her upper 
lip. As our meeting was quite unexpected, she 
thought she could converse with me without 
being known ; but^ in answer to her first ques- 
tioD; I replied, ^^ There is but one woman in 



